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Reflections 

from 

The Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart  
Interim Senior Pastor 

I arrived in Paris three weeks ago.  

In these 22 days I have praised God for your witness to 

The Good Shepherd leading us into the present moment. 

Every. Present. Moment.  

When prisoners were cut off from all visitors including 

family and chaplains, letters filled with Scripture and 

words of encouragement were sent, duplicated, and 

shared inside the walls of the prison. In the midst of the 

isolation and challenges of struggling with Covid, a whole 

family was blessed by Children’s Worship that connected 

them to their community of faith. Sandwich Ministry 

consistently, care-fully feeds hungry brothers and sisters 

in Paris. Young Adults who cannot gather in large groups 

host small groups that link up with FaceBook Live. 

Musicians give generously of their many gifts to glorify 

God in worship in the sanctuary and online. Lay leaders 

and pastors offer studies, events, programs online to 

reach even more people than possible face to face. Lay 

leaders and staff seek to guide and safeguard the well-

being of all as we gather for worship and ministries.  

Financial challenges are being met with mission-centered 

stewardship and creativity. 

Anxiety anticipates a future that is not. 

But the Shepherd of our Souls offers us 

courage and comfort in this moment. 

There are many things that we are not able to do right 

now. This year, due to Covid and travel restrictions, ACP 

will not welcome a Visiting Pastor or a Youth Intern. 

Nevertheless, volunteer young adult leaders continue to 

give time and lead youth. Lay ministries and volunteer 

leaders are working with ACP’s Communications 

ministry and creating teams to grow ministries 

beyond borders.  

While we miss coffee hours, fellowships, retreats, we 

pray for each other and show up for each other in an 

amazing array of virtual coffee hours, fellowships, 

courses, and retreats, as well as hospitality for smaller 

gatherings. Fellowship members register one another for 

worship. Technologically savvy 

commu nity  members  are 

h e l p i n g  o t h e r s  c o n n e c t . 

Worship is the heart of our 

life together.  

On 4 October we will celebrate World Communion 

Sunday in the Sanctuary and online. On 11 October we 

will baptize children and adults and receive a beautiful 

class of new members. One person in the new members 

class shared with me on Sunday that for her, the 

confinement brought her closer to God. She discovered a 

real desire to grow in faith, to read scripture, to join the 

church, and to serve God through the church.  

Follow the invitation,  

Follow the path, 

Follow the Good Shepherd 

into the present. 
into this moment.  

Be present.  
God is here, with you, now.*  

Beloved community of ACP, John 1: 14 reads, the Word 

became flesh and blood and moved into the 

neighborhood. Even here. Especially here. Even now. 

Especially now. 

Beginning 1 November, ACP will offer two 

worship services. In order to allow time for cleaning, 

air exchange, and sanitization of the sanctuary and 

theater, in order to create space and time for fellowships 

and youth ministry, the first worship service will begin 

one-half hour earlier than the current worship hour. We 

will be able to limit the number of people to well within 

health and safety protocols of Paris, while welcoming 

more people to gather together to praise and pray and 

glorify God. Registration is needed to attend both live 

services in the sanctuary. Registration begins on 

Mondays on ACP’s website www.acparis.org.  

Beginning 1 November, Sunday ACP’s worship 

schedule will be: 

10h30  Traditional Worship 

13h30  Contemporary Worship 

Online all week beginning 9h each Sunday: 

Traditional and Contemporary Worship blended 

together. 

Following the Good Shepherd, we will use all our gifts to 

move into the plans God has for us. 

Surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 

future with hope. ‒ Jeremiah 29: 11 

*With thanks to Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes for letting 

me wildly adapt his poetry with his permission.  

In this time of fear and uncertainty 

we look with anxiety to the future. 

But the Good Shepherd leads us 

into the present moment. 

4 October 
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4 October    18th Sunday after Pentecost  
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20           
Matthew 21:33-42 
  

11 October    19th Sunday after Pentecost  
Exodus 32:1-14 
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
Isaiah 25:1-9 
Psalm 23         
Philippians 4:1-9        
Matthew 22:1-14 
  
  

18 October    20th Sunday after Pentecost  
Psalm 96:1-13) 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22: 21b -22  
   

25 October    21st Sunday after Pentecost  
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17   
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 
Psalm 1           
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8             
Matthew 22:34-46 

Follow the American Church in Paris on social media  

 @AmChurchParis  /AmericanChurchParis 

Ushers needed 
The American Church in Paris is recruiting ushers to greet people at the new 

contemporary service scheduled to start Sunday, 1 November. 

The volunteers would serve once a month at the 13h30 service. They would 

join one of four teams ushering on the same Sunday of the month each 

month. They may request the week of the month that would best fit 

their schedule. 

Ushers have become a more crucial part of ACP services because they have 

to ensure that worshipers entering the church follow coronavirus protocols to ensure the safety of 

everyone in the sanctuary. They are trained before their first assignment. 

Ushers in the new era greet worshipers at the registration table, give them 

bulletins, seat them according to government social-distancing regulations 

and dismiss them after the service with social distancing. Everyone inside 

the building including ushers are required to wear masks. 

If you would like to help usher, contact the Worship and Music Committee 

at worshipandmusic@acparis.org. 

mailto:worshipandmusic@acparis.org
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Making connections 
 by the Reverends Jodi and Doug Fondell 

Interim Associate Pastors 

None of us could have predicted last spring that the 

pandemic would take us from spring, through summer, 

and now into autumn. But here we are. There's no doubt 

that it's hard and tiresome. The longing to live life without 

concerns, without restrictions, without protocols is strong. 

And yet, the abiding desire to ensure safety and health for 

all must continue to be stronger. Life at ACP is different 

but it's still great to be connected to this family of God.  

Being connected. That's really what 

the pandemic has tested, right? As 

your pastors, we worry about and 

pray for people for whom 

connection has been difficult. Be it 

an old or less than functional 

computer or phone coupled with 

the possibility of having a bad (or 

non-existent) internet connection, 

we sometimes struggle to know 

how to best reach people who are 

not part of our online community. We urge you to contact 

people whom you haven't seen online or in person and see 

how they are doing. Using our phones as a phone is a great 

way to do this!  

Please don't hesitate to let your pastors know if you know 

of someone who could use a phone call. The lay care team 

is eager to provide encouragement and care when possible. 

The prayer chain is active and ready to lift up your 

concerns. We need to rely on one another for information 

especially in a community like ACP that is flung far and 

wide throughout Paris and beyond. 

The good news is that for those able to connect online, our 

Zoom events have been very successful and provided much 

heartfelt encouragement along the way. We urge you to 

check out our website on a regular basis to see the various 

offerings, most of which are taking place via Zoom. New 

things are also going to be unfolding and we don't want 

you to miss out. Also, be sure and take a look at the 

Ministry Fair video that is on the website. This highlights 

many of the ways people are finding connection even 

during this strange season. Be sure and prayerfully 

consider how you might contribute to our ministry at this 

time as well. In-person volunteers are needed for ushering 

and scripture reading and hosting our welcome table, as 

visitors and newcomers are finding their way to ACP on a 

regular basis. Virtual volunteers 

are needed to read scripture for 

the online service and to 

contribute to the online Children's 

Ministry link that is being 

provided each Sunday. As always, 

we're happy to be included in your 

prayers as well.  

I n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e 

disappointment that many of us 

feel in realizing that we're in this for a bit longer, we look 

to our loving God for hope and encouragement. Our 

Thurber Conversation on 13 October will help us use the 

prayer of lament to find an unlikely pathway to hope. Be 

sure and register for this webinar so that you can obtain 

the Zoom link and enjoy the rich conversations that we 

know will ensue. 

We miss seeing one another on a regular basis, but the 

spirit of God is still at work, knitting our hearts together in 

a way that transcends place. Please know that there's a 

place for you at ACP, either in person or online and we are 

eager to make that connection with you. May God's peace 

continue to sustain you as we stay this course for a 

bit longer.  

In Christ,  

Your Associate Pastors, Jodi and Doug  

Enneagram group on Zoom How can you make the connection?  
Watch the Ministry Fair video at acparis.org  
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A Future with Hope 
For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope.  ‒ Jeremiah 29:11     

For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is 
no hope at all. ‒ Romans 8: 24 

Join us on Tuesday, 13 October via Zoom from 

19h30-21h00 as we welcome Dr. Soong-Chan 

Rah via webinar from Chicago, Illinois. Dr. Rah 

will help us grapple with how lament can usher 

in hope when we are faced with difficult 

circumstances.  

Rev. Dr. Soong-Chan Rah is the Milton B. 

Engebretson Professor of Church Growth and 

Evangelism at North Park Theological 

Seminary in Chicago, IL and the author of 

Prophetic Lament (A Commentary on the book 

of Lamentations); The Next Evangelicalism; 

Many Colors; and co-author of Return to 

Justice, Forgive Us , and Unsettling Truths. 

Dr. Rah received his B.A. in Political Science 

and History/Sociology from Columbia 

University, his M.Div. from Gordon-Conwell 

Theological Seminary, his Th.M. from Harvard 

University, his D.Min. from Gordon-Conwell 

Theological Seminary, and his Th.D. from 

Hope and Lament 
A virtual evening with Dr. Soong-Chan Rah 

Tuesday, 13 October at 19h30 via Zoom 

October Thurber Conversation 

Duke University. In addition to serving as founding senior pastor 

of the multiethnic, urban ministry-focused Cambridge 

Community Fellowship Church (CCFC), he serves on the boards 

of World Vision, Sojourners, the Christian Community 

Development Association (CCDA) and the Catalyst Leadership 

Center. 

An experienced cross-cultural preacher and 

conference speaker, Rah has addressed 

thousands around the country at gatherings 

like Urbana Student Missions Conference, 

Congress on Urban Ministry, Urban Youth 

Workers Institute Conference, CCDA 

National Conference, Gordon-Conwell 

Theological Seminary National Preaching 

Conference, Fuller Seminary World 

Christianity Conference, and the Legacy Conference. 

He and his wife, Sue, have two children and live in Chicago. 

Be sure to register here https://acparis.churchcenter.com/

people/forms/176274 in order to obtain the Zoom link. 

https://acparis.churchcenter.com/people/forms/176274
https://acparis.churchcenter.com/people/forms/176274
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Thy rod and thy staff 
by Gigi Oyog 

Aware that their pilgrimages to Saint-Jacques-de-

Compostelle were important highlights of their faith 

journey, the ACP congregation gave two special farewell 

gifts to Scott and Kim ‒ pilgrims’ staffs to bless them as 

they left for their next home church. 

Each walking staff, or bourdon 

du pélerin, bore markings that 

made each one unique: Scott’s 

is Scott’s and Kim’s is Kim’s. 

“The bourdon is such a 

meaningful and powerful gift,” 

said Kim. 

The bourdons were crafted by Jean-François Demange 

who was, at one time, a historiographer, adviser for period 

films, photographer, author and lecturer. But there would 

have been no bourdons at all today, if Jean-François had 

not saved them from extinction, thus fusing the stories of 

pilgrims and bourdons into one of living, dying and 

resurrecting. 

Bourdons came to life in the Middle Ages when Christians 

went on pilgrimages to Saint-Jacques-de-Compostelle in 

Galicia in northern Spain, where the remains of Saint 

James the Greater were believed to have 

been laid to rest. Bourdons were 

pilgrims’ companions, helping them to 

walk the several hundreds of kilometers 

to their destination, and protecting them 

against bandits and wild animals.   

“In the Middle Ages, no pilgrim was 

without a bourdon,” Jean-Françcois said. 

His research showed that in those days, 

priests often handed walking staffs to the 

pilgrims, who were also called jacquets, blessing them as 

they left their parishes for Galicia. On relics, Saint James, 

patron saint of pilgrims, was always depicted with a big 

bourdon by his side.  

Jean-François was inspired by bourdons 

while writing, directing and producing, 

in 1983, the massive historical show La 

Memoire du Temps set against the 

Château de la Palice in Bourbonnais. In 

it, jacquets were called to bear witness to 

their pilgrimages. For this, Jean-

François needed bourdons as props but 

discovered that not 

only none could be 

found, no one was 

m a k i n g  t h e m 

anymore.  

“That was how I 

thought of reviving 

this tradition,” Jean

-François said. The 

d r e a m  w a s 

confirmed when 

several years later, he saw two pilgrims visiting an old 

Roman church, holding modern ski sticks made of 

carbon-kevlar. “I have nothing against this extraordinary 

item, but inside an ancient Roman church, modern ski 

sticks seemed to me to be out of time and out of place.” 

Teaming up with wood sculptor Charles-Henri Ravanne, 

both dedicated themselves to resurrecting the long-

disappeared bourdons. With no models to copy, the team 

relied on iconography and stained glass windows. They 

learned that in following medieval tradition, pilgrims 

were buried with the clothes worn during their 

pilgrimage and with their bourdons. 

“That is why you will not find a single 

bourdon in French museums,”  

Jean-François explained. 

Today, Jean-Francois alone continues 

this medieval craft in his workshop 

near Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port, a major 

stop before Saint-Jacques-de-

Compostelle. He follows the age-old 

tradition of using wood from oak, ash, 

boxwood and olive trees, carefully selected for their 

superior quality. To preserve those fine qualities, the 

wood is cut in winter and during the waning moon, are 

dried for at least three years and protected in the shade 

of a shed. Once ready, they are sculpted into shape by 

hand, rubbed with linseed oil and finally polished with 

beeswax. Each bears a silver-coloured scallop shell, 

symbol of the “Camino”.  

Jean-François said that each pilgrim deciding to acquire 

a bourdon is taking on a “serious act of life.” There is 

nothing flippant about it. Each bourdon is the pilgrim’s 

…/… continued, next page 
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alone and no one else’s. “Therefore, I must be at the pilgrims’ service, helping them 

to choose the symbols to be engraved on the bourdon’s handles.”  

Leaving his own mark, Jean-François embeds a small glass vial inside a hollow in 

the bourdon. In it he puts a pinch of dirt taken from Stele de Xibraltar, a small 

village where three main paths merge into one all the way to Galicia.  

Jean-Francois estimates creating a hundred bourdons a year. In 

25 years, some 2,000 bourdons have been put in the hands of 

modern-day pilgrims from several countries. Bourdons leaving for 

the US are especially dear to Jean-François, seeing in it his small 

way of giving back to a country that helped liberate his during the 

Second World War.  

“Bourdons,” he said, “are beautiful objects but their real beauty is 

revealed only by impressions left by pilgrims’ hands after countless walks and imbued with memories 

only the pilgrims know.” 

Bourdons, continued …/…  

Thanks to Jean-Francois Demange for the photos and images. 
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Church Council ready to serve you! 
by Marleigh White, Council Moderator 

On the last sunny ‒ but very chilly! ‒ Saturday of 

September, the 2020-2021 ACP Council Members met 

for their annual Retreat in the Thurber room ‒ windows 

open, shivering and socially distanced, and with half of 

us wearing jackets loaned to us by Pastor Doug! 

The theme for our day was 1 Corinthians 12:12 – 13: The 

body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and 

though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it 

is with Christ. As I watched our Council members come 

together that day, each with their different gifts and 

backgrounds to consider the needs of our church and 

congregation, I was in awe. God truly has made one body 

of our Council, out of an incredible array of talented and 

faithful servants.  

We started our morning with beautiful worship time led 

by Nathalie Raynal, and our prayers for God’s guidance 

and the presence of the Holy Spirit in our time together. 

Pastor Odette then led us in a meaningful exercise of 

metaphor-making around the question, “Why has God 

called you to this position on Council at this time.”  

Following that time of reflection and warm 

connection, we divided into groups, combining 

the leaders of very different Council committees 

(e.g. Finance and Worship!). The committee 

leaders were asked first to share stories of how 

God has used their committees during this past 

year for His glory and the good of our church, 

and second to 

share challenges 

their committees 

are facing during 

this unusual 

time. Many of us 

found that the 

cross-committee sharing of stories and challenges 

deepened our understanding of the fullness of our 

Council’s work on behalf of ACP, the variety of needs in 

our church, and creative ideas moving forward.  

In the afternoon we had excellent training sessions on 

leadership by Pastor Jodi, and communications by Genie 

Godula. And Pastor Doug gave us an illuminating 

presentation, based on his research uncovering some 

fascinating personal facts about some of our more 

notorious Council members! 

As our final and most important task of the day, we met 

to identify our Council Goals for this year. In doing so we 

began with the ACP 2020-2021 theme from 

Jeremiah 21:11, “For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 

a future.” We were then reminded of ACP’s 

Vision, Mission and Values and Strategic Plan. 

With those as our foundation, we considered the 

following questions as we focused on our goals: 

What does it mean to lead during a global pandemic? 

How do we prepare and lead our church for a new season of ministry with a new Senior Pastor?  

How do we “do justice, love kindness, walk humbly with God” in this year? 

As we wrestled with these questions, one theme in 

particular emerged ‒ our care and concern for the 

physical and mental well-being of our congregation and 

greater community during this time. We focused on the 

need to reach out to those who are not connected, and 

care for those who are suffering. And we focused on 

keeping our church strong and prepared for our next 

Senior Pastor in spite of the financial and other 

challenges presented by these very difficult times. Our 

discussion was rich and warm and many ideas emerged. 

We look forward to refining our goals in our next Exec 

and Council meetings in October and sharing them with 

you soon. 

After a day full of conversation, ideas and prayer ‒ not to 

mention coffee and cookies! ‒ we closed with a beautiful 

benediction led by Pastor Odette and with the hope of 

Christ in our hearts for 

the year ahead. 

The weekend came to a 

close with a beautiful 

litany during Sunday’s 

worship service, in 

which the congregation 

formally installed our 

Council members. The installation called on us to “Make 

Christ known in our witness and in our work, and to help 

ACP to witness by word and deed to the love of God 

known to us in Christ Jesus.” We all thank you for your 

blessings and encouragement and for the opportunity to 

serve you this year in and through Christ.   
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Bloom Where You’re Planted Expat Seminar  

goes virtual this year 

Bloom Where You’re Planted Expat Seminar goes virtual this year 

helping even more people create a new life in France. 

On 14 November, the American Church in Paris will host the 55th Annual 

Bloom Where You’re Planted expat orientation seminar. The theme this 

year is “Your New Life in France,” and will be held virtually, via Zoom, 

allowing people to attend safely from their own homes, wherever they are. 

Attendees can follow the seminar live, or watch anytime, since the event will 

be recorded and posted on the event’s website. Another upside of going 

virtual: the fee is more affordable, making it even more accessible to those 

who need it. 

Created for English-speaking expats from around the world, the Bloom 

Where You’re Planted Expat Seminar will have over four hours of 

informative lectures and workshops led by experts, as well as a virtual 

exhibitor space featuring local businesses and resources — everything 

newcomers to Paris and France need to thrive in their new home. 

Workshops will offer a range of tools for attendees — from coping with the 

challenges of expat life to thriving in the workplace to enjoying the food and 

wine. Presenters include Adrian Leeds, of House Hunters International 

fame, talking about everything you need to know when looking for a new 

home; Craig Carlson, owner of the popular diner chain Breakfast in 

America, and bestselling author of Pancakes in Paris, will share his 

sometimes hilarious experiences navigating French bureaucracy to create a 

successful business; Lisa Anselmo, motivational speaker and author of 

My (Part-Time) Paris Life, will give attendees a culture clash survival guide 

to help them thrive in their new life. 

The American Church in Paris has been hosting Bloom Where You’re 

Planted for over 50 years, helping generations of expats find support and 

community so they can thrive in their new lives. And the new virtual 

platform will allow us to reach even more people, anywhere in the world — 

even those just thinking about moving to France — making this year’s event 

truly empowering. 

 

Bloom Where You’re Planted  

Virtual Seminar  

Saturday, 14 November 2020 

Livestream starts at 15h (9h ET),  

or recorded workshops can be  

watched anytime 

Special discount of 27% off for those who 

register before 31 October. 

To register and for more information,  

visit: bloomparis.org  

Sunday Worship at the ACP 

Worship services currently take place in the Sanctuary  

on Sundays at 11h.  
Capacity is limited and seating is reserved because of Covid-19 protocols.  

To register, please visit acparis.org/register. 

These services are different from those before the pandemic,  
but we hope are still honoring to God and inspiring to our congregation  

and our extended community.  

We will continue the Virtual Worship Services on acparis.org  
for the foreseeable future. 

http://www.bloomparis.org
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by Karen Albrecht 

What’s up in Paris 
October 2020 

The beat goes on 

Paris is a town that has 

always kept the flame of live 

jazz burning, even when 

times are tough. This year’s 

“Jazz sur Seine” festival 

bravely plans to go ahead; 

fortunately, since Paris is home to scores of world-class 

jazz artists, travel restrictions will not leave it wanting for 

talent. Plans call for 150 concerts by 450 musicians in 20 

top clubs, including 16 “showcase” events planned for 

Tuesday 13 October, with free entry and a vast sampling 

of inspiring new acts, cutting across a multitude of styles.  

9-24 October, www.parisjazzclub.net  

Guitar hero 

The Philharmonie de Paris’s 

perfectly pitched shows 

explore the intersection 

between music and the other 

fine arts. “The Music of 

Picasso” demonstrates that 

while the Spaniard’s 

voracious creativity blazed 

through many styles and 

media over his long life 

(1881-1973), his love of 

musical themes was a 

constant throughout. Mournful Spanish guitars, 

Cubism’s colorful, contortionist violins, rustic reed 

pipes wielded by puckish Mediterranean males: the 

configurations are endless, and endlessly inspiring. 

Until 3 January, philharmoniedeparis.fr 

Surreal beauty 
Philadelphia native Man Ray  

(1890-1976) was a leading light 

of the Surrealist movement in 

1920s Paris, where he also shot 

portraits of socialites to make 

ends meet. Thanks to his bold, 

experimental approach to the 

newly emerging art form, he 

became a pioneer of modern 

fashion photography. “Man Ray 

and fashion” displays the 

strikingly graphic and often 

incongruous beauty of his 

creations, with compelling black-

and-white compositions that are 

both powerfully evocative and delightfully provocative.  

Until 17 January, museeduluxembourg.fr  

All that glitters 

Ready for some razzle-dazzle, in the 

depths of this dreadfully dreary year? 

The Museum of Natural History’s 

“Pierres précieuses” boasts a dazzling 

line-up of 360 gemstones from its 

own collections, plus 250 sumptuous 

sparklers from jeweler Van Cleef & 

Arpels. After some heavy-duty science investigating just 

how gemstones are formed over many millennia, deep 

down in the earth, on to the glittering reward: some of the 

last century’s most giddily glamorous baubles. 

Until 14 June, www.mnhn.fr  

Tales from the 

crypt 

The Crypte 

Archéologique opened 

in 1980, after an 

underground parking 

lot dug right in front 

of Notre-Dame 

revealed breathtaking 

Roman ruins; it has 

just reopened 

following the 2019 cathedral fire. The repairs underway 

on Notre-Dame are not its first dramatic comeback: a 

new exhibit in the crypt explores the ambitious 19th-

century renovations, spearheaded by Eugène Viollet-le-

Duc and fired by Victor Hugo’s hit novel “The Hunchback 

of Notre-Dame,” a crusade which saved the cathedral 

from near ruin. 

www.crypte.paris.fr 

Kin-dred spirits 

The two-gallery “Kings 

of Kin” features three 

extraordinary artists 

from the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. 

The vivid portrayals of 

Kinshasa nightlife and 

family scenes by self-taught pioneer Moke (1950-

2001) were often painted on discarded flour sacks. 

Chéri Samba (1956-) got his start as a cartoonist and 

ad poster painter, and incorporates captions, speech 

bubbles and his own persona into his fanciful, 

provocative canvases. The futuristic architectural 

models fashioned by former schoolteacher Bodys Isek 

Kingelez (1948-2015) combine exuberant energy with 

painstaking, almost hypnotic detail.  

Until 30 October, www.magnin-a.com, 

www.natalieseroussi.com  

©Eric Sauvage 

©Succession Picasso 2020 

©Man Ray 2015 Trust / Adagp, 
Paris 2020  

©Kleinefenn 

©RMN-Grand Palais (musée d'Orsay) / 
Hervé Lewandowski 
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The Movie Discussion Group  

19h30, Thursday, 15 October 

The movie discussion group is still meeting via Zoom, as not everyone is ready 
yet to venture out to cinemas.  See as many as you like, then join us by Zoom.  

For more info, or to receive the Zoom invitation,  
contact movies@acparis.org or elainasaunt@gmail.com . 

Movies to watch on Netflix:  
The Devil All the Time 

I'm Thinking of Ending Things 
The Social Dilemma 

Enola Holmes 

Youth and Young Adults program  
Fall 2020-2021 

Out There: Together in One Place 

For more information, contact Pastor Victor Greene, youthpastor@acparis.org 

Prayer Chain Team 
 

Do you have a prayer request for our Prayer Team?  

If so, please forward your prayer by email to prayerrequests@acparis.org.  

Your prayer request will remain strictly private and confidential.  

Prayer is powerful. We are here for you. 
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Voting from abroad 
by Rebecca Brite 

This year’s US presidential election is attracting an 

extraordinary amount of attention around the world. 

There are also crucial races for the House and Senate, and 

at the state and local levels. 

If, despite the incessant campaign news, you’ve not yet 

found time to register to vote from abroad and request 

your absentee ballot, you can probably still do so if you act 

right away. 

Election Day is Tuesday, 3 November. Your voter 

registration deadline depends on the state where you last 

lived. Many states’ deadlines are around a month before 

the election. 

Some states allow you to return your registration, ballot 

request and, eventually, the ballot itself by email. To see if 

yours is one of them, click on your state at www.fvap.gov/

guide/chapter2. In many cases, though, you need to mail 

your registration and ballot request to your election office. 

Most years it would take about a week to arrive – but this 

year, between the coronavirus pandemic and various US 

Postal Service upheavals, it is best to mail your ballot at 

least two weeks ahead of time. 

Therefore, the sooner you send that request, the better. 

Even if you voted in the last US election, you need to 

register again. Fortunately, federal election officials have 

made it easy with a standardized form, the Federal Post 

Card Application (FPCA), which serves as both 

registration and ballot request. 

One easy way to get your FPCA is to go to the website of 

the official Federal Voting Assistance Program, 

www.fvap.gov. There you select your voting residence state 

– generally the state in which you last lived. An automated 

assistant helps you fill out your request and generates your 

c o m p l e t e d 

FPCA in the 

form of a 

PDF, which 

you print 

out, sign, 

and send to 

the election 

board whos e 

a d d r e s s  i s 

p r o v i d e d  i n 

the instructions 

a c c o m p a n y i n g 

the FPCA. 

The FPCA is 

postage-paid if you happen to be in a position to mail it 

within the United States. Otherwise, be sure to put the 

correct French postage on it. 

If you don’t have Internet access, you should be able to get 

an FPCA in Paris through the US Embassy. Its voting 

information phone line, 01.43.12.27.21, is open weekdays 

from 11am to 1pm and 2pm to 6pm. If need be, you can 

leave a message with your name and telephone number 

and they will call you back. 

Even if you’ve never lived in the United States, many 

states still allow you to vote if you are 18 or older and your 

parents have a US voting address; check at www.fvap.gov/

citizen-voter/reside. 

Once you send your FPCA, it’s important to make sure 

your election board received it. Most boards have a 

designated official whose email address and phone 

number are provided. About a week after you mail your 

application, you can email or call this person requesting 

confirmation that they got the FPCA. They will usually tell 

you when you can expect to receive your absentee ballot. 

When the ballot arrives, don’t delay but fill it in and send 

it back right away. The Federal Voting Assistance Program 

recommends mailing it by 15 October. If you haven’t 

received your ballot by then, go to www.fvap.gov and 

request a Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot, and mail it 

right away. Either way, you should check with your 

election official or at www.fvap.gov/citizen-voter/

registration-ballots about a week later to make sure your 

ballot was received. 

If you have a question not covered here, there is a wealth 

of further information at www.fvap.gov and at the voting 

information page of the US Embassy in Paris, https://

fr.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/voting. 

Adult Handbell Choirs 
The adult handbell choir ministry program has begun rehearsals: Celebration Ringers 
on Mondays, and Bronze Ringers on Thursdays. Rehearsals are held in accordance 
with strict health protocols, including masks and social distancing. If you are 
interested in more information, please contact Fred Gramann at music@acparis.org. 

http://www.fvap.gov/guide/chapter2
http://www.fvap.gov/guide/chapter2
http://www.fvap.gov
http://www.fvap.gov
http://www.fvap.gov/citizen-voter/registration-ballots
http://www.fvap.gov/citizen-voter/registration-ballots
http://www.fvap.gov
https://fr.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/voting/
https://fr.usembassy.gov/u-s-citizen-services/voting/
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Children’s Bible Study: We offer a virtual monthly Bible study for 

all children seven and older, meeting concurrently with our monthly 

women's Bible study. This year we will spend the year walking together 

through the Lord's Prayer.   

You can register your child online at https://

acparis.churchcenter.com/people/forms/165034  

Children’s Bible Study 
Biblical literacy for a lifetime of growth in faith through scripture 

Credit: UMC Discipleship Ministries 

Faith Talk from Paris  
Tune in to ACP Today radio/podcast  

Have you ever listened to ACP Today, the American Church in Paris’ radio show? Join 

us on Mondays at 20h45 – this month on 5 and 19 October. The 45-minute program 

is an exciting and inspiring mix of music, interviews, sermon highlights, and discussion 

on hot topics.  

Tune into 100.7 FM, Radio Fréquence Protestante. We broadcast especially for friends 

who may be outside of the city, house-bound or who would simply like more devotional 

time on a Monday evening. Don’t like the radio? Listen online at http://frequenceprotestante.com or tune in at 

your leisure via the ACP website, at www.acparis.org/ACPtoday, or on the ACP mobile app. 

On Monday 5 October, Alison Benney hosts with Associate Pastor Doug Fondell. They will interview Allison 

Wheeler about kids and covid, and the challenges of a working mom; they will chat with Peter deWit about the 

refugee dinners, and with one of the guests at these dinners; and Tendayi O. Chirawu will introduce the recent 

publication of ACP short stories and poems. 

On Monday 19 October, Monica Montoliu-Bassett hosts with Interim Senior Pastor Odette Lockwood-

Stewart. They will discuss the financial impact of the pandemic; the results of the ACP survey; and talk about a 

Christian approach to the upcoming election in the US.  

Friends, visitors, members: What better way to keep in touch with the ACP family and learn about the latest ACP 

news? If you want to catch up, find all our shows available for re-listening on the ACP website. Faith Talk from 

Paris, live from the American Church in Paris. 

If you have any questions, comments, ideas or would like to contribute to the show, be sure to contact us at 

acptoday@acparis.org.  

ACP Today is looking for volunteers to help host the radio show once every two months. Interested in 

promoting ACP Faith Talk from Paris on the airways? Contact Alison Benney at Spire@acparis.org. 

Alpha and Alpha Campus online 

Whether you’ve got questions, you’re new to Christianity 
or you want to revitalize your faith, the Alpha Course is a 
safe place to ask questions and explore faith.  Each 
session starts with a video talk, followed by small groups 
(in English and French).  
For more information and to register: alpha@acparis.org. 
Who will YOU invite? 

https://acparis.churchcenter.com/people/forms/165034
https://acparis.churchcenter.com/people/forms/165034
mailto:alpha@acparis.org
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ACP publishes “Through Walls’’ 
     by Tendayi O. Chirawu 

As a community, ACP came 

together last year under the 

Biblical theme of ‘’welcoming 

the stranger.” It embraced a 

growing refugee ministry and 

inspired the Writers’ Group to 

explore the heart and soul of 

that message through words, culminating in the publication of a collection 

of stories and poems, Through Walls. 

The anthology touches on what it means to be an ‘’outsider,” and what it is 

to let someone exist as they are and in transition. 

The book, much like its authors, demonstrates the diversity of the human 

experience and puts forth a message of acceptance. There are stories about 

taking refugees in and living with them. About being new in workplaces 

and work cultures. About being little. About experiencing first contact with 

people from faraway places for which there is no reference.  

It’s not all hugs and smiles. Reaching out to help a stranger also involves 

trials and tribulations. The stories express the emotional fallout that 

comes with forming and breaking human connections. They remind us 

what it means to be human, in a fraying world desperately grappling with 

seismic social, environmental, and health issues that often overwhelm us.   

This is the ACP’s first effort at publishing Christian literature, led by the 

ACP Writers’ Group, which we dedicate to Jesus Christ, our Lord, with 

thanks to Him and to Pastors Scott Herr and Tim Vance, who always 

encouraged radical welcomes. I also personally thank the many members 

of the congregation who gave their time and effort to this project. We all 

hope you will find meaning, see yourselves reflected, or discover a way 

forward in ministry through these collective words.  

You can purchase the ebook Kindle version on Amazon for 3.99 euros or a 

paper version at the church reception desk for 10 euros ‒ both at cost. For 

bulk copies, contact us at writers@acparis.org. 

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  ‒ Matthew 25: 35 

Seattle Stories: Afghans  
by Jenn Cavanaugh 

The director of the refugee resettlement agency had been called to the detention center on an asylum case, which was weird. He 
had nothing to do with the asylum process, but they asked him to come meet this quietly miserable and articulate English 
professor who had won the respect and sympathy of the staff. His wife and young children were being held separately, hence 
his misery. 

They’d decided to apply for asylum in Canada when their oldest boy was killed and their now oldest boy injured by a land mine. 
When U.S. border patrol picked them up on their way to throw themselves on the mercy of the Canadian version thereof, the 
family found themselves applying for asylum south of the border instead. They ended up awaiting the decision in a U.S. 
immigration jail instead of in a cousin’s home in British Columbia.  

The detention center happily released them to us. No one could handle seeing them there. The girl was a bubbly three, the boy a 
terribly reserved six, his face a miniature replica of his father’s, including all the years of strain. He smiled only to be polite.  

I got the boy into elementary school and a kind of wild joy I didn’t think him capable of knocked about thirty years of trouble off 
his face. 

He kissed my hand. 

Through Walls contributors: Victor Greene, 

Jenn Cavanaugh, Rose Marie Burke, 

Chandra Laizeau, Moe Seager, Yvonne 

Hazelton Shao, Tendayi O. Chirawu, 

Elizabeth James, Patricia Killeen, Anna E. 

Zweede and TL Valluy. Editors: Anna 

Zweede, Jenn Cavanaugh, Hazel Manuel, 

Tendayi O. Chirawu and TL Valluy. 

Production: Ced Valluy. 

Tendayi O. Chirawu is the leader of ACP’s 

Writers Group. Interested in joining the 

g r o u p ?  S e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o : 

writers@acparis.org. 
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Men's Ministry at ACP 
Thursday mornings from 7h30-8h30 in the ACP Theatre 

Each Thursday a great group of guys who range in age from 25-75 gather 

together in the church theatre at 7:30am to study the Bible, to invest in our 

relationships to one another, and to pray for each other and the concerns that 

are on our hearts.  

In addition, at various times throughout the year we gather simply because we 

like being together. It could be to hike, to play pétanque, to grill sausage, work 

on a service project, or go on retreat. We simply want to get together because 

we care about each other and long to support each other in our walk with God.  

We'd love for new friends to join us on the journey. 

Mission: Ebenezer in Deep Griha, India 
by Pascale Deforge 

Thanks to the 14 donors who have contributed so 
generously to the second collection for the young Indian, 
Ebenezer, who is a beneficiary of the Deep Griha Society 
Youth program in Pune, India. 

Since the start of this fundraiser, 22 persons have given 
27 donations, and five people have given twice! Plus, an 
anonymous ACP-er has donated a huge contribution. 
Huge gratitude to all of them. What a joy for Ebenezer 
(and myself). 

Thanks to my French friend, who is unable to come back 
to Pune because of the pandemic restrictions; he found a 
way to transfer the rupees needed for an apartment 
deposit and the first month’s rent and for 
Ebenezer’s daily needs for two months. We 
need your prayers; please pray for God to 
provide the best safe living space for 
Ebenezer and his friend. Please continue to 
pray for a job for him. Deep Griha found one 
food delivery job for Ebenezer but a bike 
driving license was needed.  

Thanks to my Indian friend who continues 
faithfully to bring money and treats to 
Ebenezer. Ebenezer immediately shared 
these with the lady who bakes him his daily 
chapatis. He shares also his groceries with 
her and her son. She is sick and also without 
any resources.  

I have found that getting closer to Ebenezer brings me 
closer to Jesus Christ. The more I get to love Ebenezer, 
the more I love Christ. The relationship we have is like 
that of a mother and son.  

I found a little open door in the sacred heart of Jesus 
within myself by plunging in the misery of the world, by 

participating (in a very small way) in the fight against 
worldly injustice of the poor and the rich. Christ is 
present in the darkness, this Christ who loves the poor, 
who loves Ebenezer, asking us to do justice on earth, to 
share resources, to free the poor from the wicked claws of 
the exploiters. 

I thank God for giving me this treasure.  

Please continue to pray for Ebenezer who, in the midst of 
his sadness over losing his girlfriend, is nevertheless 
happy to glimpse the possibility of escaping his current 
life. Despite his deep grieving, each day he is readier. He 
has recently finally succeeded in opening a bank account 

and is looking actively for another apartment, 
despite the heavy monsoon rains. Please pray 
for God to allow him to get his driving license 
if it is His will.  

Please pray for all of us involved to help 
Ebenezer that we faithfully follow God’s will. 
Do consider a donation, as it will open for you 
also this little door. 

Here is the link to the crowdfunding: https:// 
www.leetchi.com/c/aider-un-indien-pendant- 
la-covid-19  

If you wish to donate by a bank transfer, 
please contact me at: dgsmission@acparis.org 
and I will send you the specific French bank 
account IBAN for that. I discovered that bank 

transfer or checks are an easier and quicker way for 
crowdfunding (without any charges or delay). 

Finally, thanks again to my French friend who always 
provides the rupees before he receives the euros! 
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A rosary by any other name 
By Marie-Sophie Dangon 

 The Joyful Mysteries: The Annunciation, the Visitation, the Nativity, Jesus’ introduction to the Temple, Jesus among 

the Temple’s Doctors 

 The Sorrowful Mysteries: The Agony in the Garden, The Scourging at the Pillar, the Crowning of Thorns, the Carrying of 

the Cross, and the Crucifixion. 

 The Glorious mysteries: Jesus’ Resurrection, the Ascension, the Pentecost, the Assumption, Mary’s Coronation 

Here’s a Christian date you probably weren’t aware of: On 

7 October, Catholics celebrate the Memorial of Our Lady of 

the Rosary. In fact, the whole month of October is dedicated 

to the Holy Rosary.  

The Rosary refers to a set of prayers, and the rosary 

(lowercase R) to a string of knots or beads used to count the 

prayers. It is a devotional exercise, designed to help pray and 

meditate on the Biblical stories of the Virgin Mary and Jesus 

Christ. It is also a part of ancient tradition, when people 

couldn’t read from a prayer book. 

The word “rosary” comes from 

the Latin word rosarium, which 

means “garland of roses,” 

sometimes seen on pictures of 

the Holy Mary. A rosary is 

usually made of wild rosewood, a 

tree that is often associated with 

the Virgin Mary. All beads 

correspond to specific prayers 

which are recited on the row. 

The prayers linked to the beads and cross are the following: 

 On the cross: The Creed 

 On the biggest bead: Salve Regina 

 On other big beads: Pater Noster 

 On small beads: Ave Maria 

 At the end of 10 (or a decade): Gloria Patri 

The use of the Rosary as a devotional practice dates back to 

the 12th century with the Cistercian monks and was 

developed by the Dominicans. St. Aibert, who died in 1140, 

recited the Hail Mary 150 times daily, 100 with genuflexions 

and 50 with prostrations. 

In fact, in the 15th century, a young Prussian Dominican 

monk called “Dominique le Chartreux” would meditate by 

reciting the Ave Maria 50 times every day, and was inspired 

to create 150 series of meditations and share them with 

other monasteries. To facilitate memorization, he gathered 

them into 15 meditations, all introduced by a Pater Noster.   

Alain de la Roche, a French Dominican monk, was 

responsible for its popularity in France, Flanders, and the 

Netherlands between 1460 and his death in 1475. He gave 

the Hail Mary, which existed in various forms, the precise 

form in which it became popular. He divided the 150 Ave's 

into three series of 50, introduced the Our Father before 

each 10, and in 1470 he founded the first Confraternity of 

the Rosary. 

In 1569, Pope Pius V officially established the devotion to 

the Rosary in the Catholic Church, formalized the 15 

“mysteries” in the Rosary, and created the annual 

celebration, or Feast, of Our Lady of the Rosary on 

7 October. 

The Mysteries of the Rosary are meditations on episodes in 

the life and death of Jesus and Mary, from the Annunciation 

to the Ascension and beyond. The Rosary prayer highlights 

15 main mysteries, divided into three initial categories:  

In 2002, Pope John Paul II called 

all Christians to return to the 

Rosary, to pray with it in their daily 

life, and share its practice among 

their relatives. He also added 

another category of mysteries, The 

Luminous Mysteries, including: 

Jesus’ Baptism, the Wedding Feast at Cana, the Kingdom 

Proclamation, the Transfiguration and the 

Eucharist institution.  

Also, the Catholic Church created a daily schedule for 

recitations of the Rosary: Joyful Mysteries on Mondays and 

Saturdays, Painful Mysteries on 

Tuesdays and Fridays, Glorious 

Mysteries on Wednesdays and 

Sundays, and Luminous Mysteries 

on Thursdays. Most recently, Pope 

Francis called on Christians to pray 

the Rosary during the pandemic 

lockdown in May, a month traditionally dedicated to the 

Virgin Mary.  

From their creation until now, Rosary prayers lead and 

inspire Christians every day, reminding them of the Bible 

stories, and filling them with the Holy Spirit. 
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Women's Monthly Sunday Fellowship  
11 October, 16h-17h30 

Join us via Zoom (for the moment) for a time of fellowship; 

meeting other women, and listening to a testimony or 

presentation that offers words of encouragement, insight, or 

points of reflection for our daily walk with Jesus. All women 

are welcome. 

On Sunday 11 October, at 16h,  

Kymberli Stewart will speak of her journey through 

challenges and how they helped lead her back to God.     

For more information, and to get the Zoom link, write to: 

women.acparis@gmail.com  

The American and Foreign Christian 
Union (AFCU), our US partner in 
ministry, has established 
endowment funds to help sustain 
our long-term ministry. Gifts from 
estates are a fundamental way these 
endowments are funded. If you 
would like to participate in growing 
these endowment funds, please 
contact the AFCU at 
AFCUHeritage@AFCUBridge.org 

The  

Heritage  

Society 

Job, an Unlikely Story of Joy 

Women's Weekly 
Bible Study 
Tuesdays, 10h-12h 
via Zoom. Join us for 
our virtual study of 
“Job, an Unlikely 
Story of Joy.”  

Contact Katherine for more information at 
womensbiblestudy@acparis.org. 
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Parisian exodus, 1940 

by Karen Marin 

June 2020 marked the 80th anniversary of the Paris 

exodus, when two million Parisians fled the bombed capital 

as German troops moved across Europe, and then occupied 

Paris on 14 June 1940. The Musée de la Libération de Paris 

takes on this subject in its first temporary exhibit, entitled 

1940 Parisians in the Exodus. Photographs, videos, 

eyewitness accounts, and heartbreaking drawings made by 

children chronicle the historic events leading up to this 

mass movement of people.  

In the months before its declaration of war on Germany, 

the French government had taken on a defensive strategy. 

Sandbags were placed around precious monuments to 

protect them, citizens participated in air-raid drills and it 

was mandatory to carry a gas mask. By the end of August 

1939, local authorities recommended that children be 

evacuated from Paris to the provinces ‒ and some to as far 

as the UK ‒ as a protective measure. Working-class 

children were already used to going to summer camps, so 

abiding by the voluntary directive didn’t necessarily 

cause concern.  

From the moment war was declared in September 1939 

until spring 1940, the front was strangely quiet, and 

Parisians referred to this period as the “phony war.” 

Officials were hesitant to plan a mass evacuation of the 

capital, fearing it would come across as defeatist. 

Consequently, no one was prepared for the German attacks 

on Belgium, Luxembourg, and Holland, which paved the 

way for an enemy invasion into France in May 1940, 

leading to grand-scale panic by June when the 

bombing began.  

The curators have 

pulled together a 

remarkable collection 

of films from the 

time, as well as 

written memories, 

newspaper clippings, 

a n d  a u t h e n t i c 

posters, plus German 

propaganda. Photographs and illustrations depict the mass 

exodus of people who used any means possible to flee in 

haste. A lucky few were able to get out on overcrowded 

trains while many took to the roads in cars, on bicycles, as 

well as on foot, often with personal belongings strapped on 

to any form of transport – even wheelbarrows!  

It is clear from the personal accounts that routes were not 

planned or organized. People made their way to an 

uncertain future, some heading south while others went 

towards the Brittany coast, often relying on the kindness of 

strangers for food and shelter. Parents were forced to make 

the agonizing decision of sending their children away with 

people who offered a ride. The Red Cross estimated that 

90,000 children were lost during the exodus. On display is 

an issue of Elle magazine which published numerous 

photos of lost children in hopes of reuniting them with 

their families. The saddest cases were the infants who could 

not speak and thus could not be identified. 

On 17 June 1940, Marechal Pétain, who had been 

appointed Prime Minister, announced an armistice. Many 

Parisians took it as a clear sign to return back to the capital, 

not realizing what awaited them. A child’s drawing depicts 

cars being stopped at a German checkpoint, a desolate 

space with barbed wire fences. The country was divided 

into two zones, and of course Paris was under German 

occupation and authority. The visitor can watch a series of 

interviews in which a woman recounts her childhood 

memories of fleeing Paris, her parents’ anger with Pétain, 

and the shocking return to Paris where Nazi flags flew over 

many streets, including the rue de Rivoli. 

While going through the exhibit I couldn’t help drawing 

parallels between this event and the few days in March 

before COVID-19 confinement began in Paris. It is 

estimated that 1.7 million Parisians who had homes or 

family in the provinces fled to spend lockdown elsewhere. 

There was an initial panic in shops where people hoarded 

staple supplies. The streets were empty. Life had changed 

overnight. In 1939 signs gave 

instructions on how to properly wear a 

gas mask; now signs indicate how to 

properly wear a face mask. People 

initially thought it was a “phony war” 

and today many people think COVID-19 

is a hoax. Both periods have dealt with 

an enemy invasion, although in 2020, 

the enemy is faceless.  

Through 13 December, at the Musée de la Libération de 

Paris, 4 Avenue du Colonel Henri Rol-Tanguy, 75014 Paris 

(opposite the Catacombs).  

Reserve online. It is mandatory to wear a mask throughout 

the visit. 




