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Thoughts from 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

Senior Pastor 

Dear members and Friends of the ACP, 

Secondly, our contemporary context is sobering. The 
UN reports there are 60 million refugees in the world 
right now, largely due to warfare or the threat of war. 
And there are even more people living in poverty in the 
world. What many of us don't realize is that poverty is 
directly linked to an absence of peace. 

Gary Haugen recalls the sobering fact of the Rwandan 
genocide that was carried out by Christians against 
Christians. Over a million people were slaughtered, 
mostly by machetes, in a 10-week period. 

What eventually emerged for me, and changed me, 
was a point of simple clarity about the nature of 
violence and the poor. What was so clear to me was 
the way these very impoverished Rwandans at their 

point of most desperate need, 
huddled against those advancing 
machetes in that church, did not need 
someone to bring them a sermon, or 
food, or a doctor, or a teacher, or a 
micro-loan. They needed someone to 
restrain the hand with the machete ð 
and nothing else would do.*  

Thirdly, our worship context causes 
me to struggle with what it means to 

be peacemakers. Every Sunday, we light the candle for 
God's global vision of compassion, justice and peace. 
But then right next to the reformers in our stained 
glass windows (Martin Luther, John Calvin, Thomas 
Cranmer, and John Knox) we have a windoow 
honoring General George Washington and the Marquis 
de Lafayette. 

Fourthly, I struggle with peacemaking because of 
diverging traditional streams in Christianity. I am an 
ordained Presbyterian pastor and most mainline 
Protestant traditions adhere to the "just war" theory. 
But my family's ancestors are Mennonite. Hans Herr 
was the first Mennonite bishop in America. He was 
born in Z¿rich, and my family was banished from 
Switzerland because they were pacifists. 

Last year during the season of Advent, Tim Dearborn, 
Director of the Brehman Institute at Fuller Theological 
Seminary, drafted an Advent Declaration against Gun 
Violence. I was invited to help edit the draft and 
participated in a conference call with other leaders on 
how to roll it out. It's hardly a perfect document but we 
are thankful that theologians like Walter Brueggeman 
and Stanley Hauerwas were signatories. 

What struck me on the editing call was the fact that 

I recently spoke at a gathering of the Association of 
International Churches in Europe and the Middle East 
meeting with the United Nations Christian Association at the 
UN in Geneva. As we approach the American Memorial Day 
holiday weekend this month, I would like to share my notes 
with you 

Any talk on peace is going to raise more questions than 
answers, if we are honest. There are some strong biblical 
theological indicatives about peace: Paul writes in Ephesians 
2: "He is our peace..." And in Galatians 5, "The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace..." Jesus said, "Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God"(Matthew 5:9). 

There are also some strong biblical ethical imperatives:  "Let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body you were called to peace." - 
Colossians 3:15. One of the key verses for 
our ministry is the famous command from 
Jeremiah, "But seek the peace of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the LORD on its behalf, for in its peace you 
will find your peace" (Jeremiah 29:7). And 
of course the most distinctive Christian 
ethical imperative, in Matthew 5:44, "Love 
your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you..." 

But I can't help but also think of some practical 
interrogatives: What does it mean to let Christ rule in my 
heart? What does it mean to be "peacemakers," to "seek the 
peace of the city," really?  Honestly, I struggle with 
peacemaking for a number of reasons. 

First of all, our historical context is complex. We live in a 
post-Holocaust Europe. In the 20th century alone tens of 
millions people lost their lives to human aggression...and at 
least six million Jews died at the hands of a so-called 
"Christian nation." It was because of the sacrifice of 

thousands of lives that the war was brought to an end. 

Recently, I attended a centennial commemoration of the 
formation of the Escadrille Lafayette, the American 
volunteers who helped fight alongside France in WWI. I met 
a 4-star general who, when he learned I was a pastor, said 
earnestly, "Remember to pray for us..." If there hadnôt been 
military intervention in either of the "world wars," we'd very 
likely be speaking German in Paris today. It is sobering to 
remember that there are more Americans buried in France 
than anywhere outside the United Statesé 

²Ƙŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ Řƻƴϥǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ 

Continued on next page é/é   
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there were American pastors who said they had 
colleagues who were carrying weapons as they sat at 
their church office desks! They said they bought 
handguns "to protect their flock." And what really hit 
me hard was that two seminary presidents, friends and 
thoughtful Christian leaders, said they would not sign 
the document because it was "too pacifist." I am still 
wondering, "What is too pacifist for a Christian?" 

The Hebrew word for peace, shalom, can be translated 
as "flourishing," and I also appreciate Neil Plantinga's 
definition of shalom as simply "the way it's supposed to 
be." But at a minimum, I hope that all Christians can 
agree that making peace means restraining, if not 
eliminating, violence.  

Did you know that a majority of countries in the world 
are involved with all-out war or proxy wars of some 
kind right now? As an American, I am troubled by the 
fact that the US supplies over half of all the weapons 
produced in the world. War is big business. President 
Eisenhower in his farewell speech as President on 17 
January 1961, warned against the Military Industrial 
Complex, but it has only gotten 
bigger and more profitable since 
the 1950's when he coined the 
phrase. 

The recent terrorist attacks in 
Paris has sensitized us to the 
plight of millions. We have 
learned even in a small way what 
violence does to a community. 
Hopefully we can better sympathize with what people in 
Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, South Sudan, and other places 
around the world are experiencing on a daily basis. 

How do we as Christians respond to the seeming 
ubiquity of violence in our world?  

This question causes me great tension. Part of me is 
upset that there is such violence in the world, and that 
seemingly someone needs to fight to protect the 
innocent. Something in me resonates with the 
Bonhoeffer reasoning that sometimes violence is 
required to stop more violence. In other words, violence 
is always evil, but in some cases it is the lesser of two 
evils. But another part of me senses that we as 
Christians, followers of the Prince of Peace, have lost 
our moral bearings when we take up arms or even utter 
the words "Too Pacifist." 

Karl Barth once said, "To clasp the hands in prayer is 
the beginning of an uprising against the disorder of the 
world.ò  Perhaps the first thing we need to do is be more 
disciplined and devoted to prayer for peace. We 
constantly need to pray for those impacted and engaged 
in violence around the world, and to pray for God's 
peace to come. We need to realize more clearly that we 
are praying for the grace to be peacemakers whenever 
we pray "Thy Kingdom come...Thy will be done."  

There are three dimensions in which we need to be 
praying for peace and thinking about how we can be 
making peace. There is the intra-personal, the 
interpersonal, and the social dimensions of reality that 
need peace. We are called to be peacemakers in all 
dimensions of life. And no, it will not be easy, because 
peacemaking goes against the culture of power and 

domination in which we live. But we are called to pick 
up our cross and follow Jesus. I am becoming more and 
more convinced that following Jesus means pursuing 
the path of non-violence. Daniel Berrigan, the famous 
peace activist in Washington D.C., once said dryly that, 
"If you're going to follow Jesus, you better look good on 
wood!"  

If we are to follow in the way of Jesus, we are called not 
to the ministry of domination, but the ministry of 
reconciliation. The text from which this comes is II 
Corinthians 5. And the punchline there is amazing, that 
"God made him who knew no sin to become sin so that 
we might become the righteousness of God.ò That 
always been a perplexing text, unless you understand 
the basic truth, that self-sacrifice in the name of love 
has a powerfully transforming effect on others. In other 
words, if the ministry of reconciliation is a part of 
peacemaking, then it may indeed mean that we cannot 
come out alive, but that our very lives may be required 
to give witness to the gospel. 

"For," as the writer of Ephesians says, "Our struggle is 
not against enemies of blood 
and flesh, but against the 
rulers, against the 
authorities, against the 
cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places" (Ephesians 
6:12). 

So are you called to be a peacemaker? Will you pray for 
God to give you grace to be a peacemaker and proclaim 
the gospel of peace? I think 60 million refugees will 
appreciate us taking Jesus' commands a little more 
seriously. What it will look like for you in your context I 
do not know. But will there be enough evidence to 
convict you of being a peacemaker today, of actually 
loving your enemy? Will your life choices reflect the fact 
that you have yielded your life to the Prince of Peace? 
May we all clasp our hands together in prayer to rise up 
against the disorder of our world. Seeking energy, 
intelligence, imagination, and love as we pursue peace 
in our own hearts, our relationships, and in our world. 

In Christ, 

 

 

* See Gary Haugen, The Locust Effect: Why Eliminating 
Poverty Requires Violence (New York: Oxford Press, 2014). 

LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
WŜǎǳǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǝƻƴΦ 

é/é  Thoughts, continued 
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Youôre not a wizard! 

The Rev. Tim Vance 

Associate Pastor 

Several years ago I was putting on my long black 
pastorôs robe to get ready for a Sunday morning 
worship service. Just then a young kid walking past, 
looked up at me and said, "Why do you wear that?" I 
was surprised by the question and really didn't have a 
good answer. Unsatisfied, he turned and walked away. 
A few second later he turned and yelled, "Hey! You're 
not a wizard!" 

For those of you who donôt know, Harry Potter and all 
his friends, in the books by J.K Rowling, wear robes 
similar to the ones that we pastors wear at the 9h00 
and 11h00 worship services. I like the Harry Potter 
books, so this made me laugh, but what I love most 
about this encounter is that this boy asked a question! 
This is one of the great gifts that kids give to us. They 
ask the questions that we all have, but for some reason 
have stopped articulating. And when they ask questions 
it gives us all an opportunity to learn and grow.  

Let me pause for a moment to say that if you want to 
hear some good questions and insights about life and 
faith, then join our Vacation Bible School team (22-26 
August). Contact our childrenôs director, Allison Wheeler, 
for info on how to get involved. End of commercial. 

Before I continue, let me assure you that I donôt want to 
change our robe-wearing practices here at ACP. I have 
a friend who once upon a time stopped wearing robes 
at his church and he now refers to that season of his 
churchôs life as ROBE-AGGEDON (as in the end of the 
world). 

Instead I want us to follow in the small footsteps of our 
children by continually asking the question ñwhy?ò 
Why do we do the things we do? This is not a critical 
question, as if something is wrong and needs to change. 
Itôs a question that can help us discover the great 
stories and deep meaning behind what we do. So using 
these robes as an example, here are some reflections 
that were sparked by this boyôs question.  

First, we are physical beings and itôs important for us to 
demonstrate what we think, believe, and feel in tangible 
ways. So for many of us the robe implies a level of 
respect. Respect for God certainly, but also a level of 
respect for the task of the pastor in his or her job of 
proclaiming and retelling Godôs story through teaching 
the Bible and administering the sacraments (two other 
physical signs that demonstrate what we believe to be 
real, yet at times unseen). The same thing is at work 

when we see a police 
officer or fire fighter 
in uniform. We may 
or may not respect 
the individual 
wearing the uniform, 
but we respect the 
task that the uniform 
represents. 

Also, in some 
contexts the robe 
serves to remove 
distraction. You may 
otherwise be sitting in church thinking, ñdid he choose 
that outfit in the dark this morning? Does he realize 
that he has toothpaste on his tie?ò A simple robe covers 
up all of my poor clothing choices and food stains that 
can distract from the hearing of Godôs voice.  

At the Contemporary Worship Service we donôt wear 
robes. What does that mean? First of all it means that I 
am significantly colder in the sanctuary. Wool Robes ï 
1, No-Robes ï 0. Aside from that, I donôt think that not 
wearing robes shows any less respect for the Word of 
God. Instead I believe that it has its own significant 
meaning. ñNot wearing robesò demonstrates the belief 
that the pastor is no better or special than the rest of 
the congregation. For many people who have not been 
raised in the church, a robe is a sign of arrogance and 
aloofness rather than respect. ñNot wearing robesò for 
many people avoids that distraction while positively 
demonstrating the belief that the pastor is a sinner 
saved by grace just like everyone else.  

There are, of course, other meanings for the robe and 
for the lack of robes. Iôd be curious to hear your 
thoughts. Even more, Iôd be curious to hear your 
questions. What else do we do that doesnôt seem to 
make sense? Since it has been pointed out that I am not 
a great and powerful wizard, there is a really good 
chance that I have a lot to learn from your questions.   
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 On 10-12 June we will be returning to the Abbaye-Fleury, 
an historic Benedictine monastery on the banks of the Loire 
about two hours from Paris. The theme of the retreat will be 
"Come to the Waters," and will be led by ACPôs Visiting 
Pastors Jim and Odette Lockwood-Stewart. ñEveryone who 
thirsts, come to the waters!ò These words from the prophet 
Isaiah (55:1) are words of invitation and of assurance for 
each of us. ñCome to the Watersò assures us that Godôs living 
waters flow. They will never fail.   

The primary focus of the retreat will be restorative and contemplative, in keeping with the Monasteryôs stated 
purpose: The monastery welcomes those in search of silence to recover in the presence of God, find themselves, 
listen to Godôs words, living in the community and at their own pace, in a climate of recollection. All will be 
encouraged to take part in the daily prayer ñOfficesò of the monks of the Abbaye.  

There will also be some optional time for shared reflection, scheduled so as not to 
conflict with the services of the Abbaye, and to allow ample free time. The cost is 

115ú per person for those making reservations by the 31 May deadline. The retreat 

is limited to a maximum of 36 people, with 12 single rooms and 12 rooms with two 

beds. If there is space available after 31 May, the cost will be 125ú. This includes 

two nights lodging and six meals (Friday dinner through Sunday lunch).   

For further information, contact Sue Orsoni at susanorsoni@gmail.com, visit the 
sign-up table in the Theater during coffee hour after services, or see the ACP 
website for updated information.  

Come to the waters 

ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ ǊƛŎƘƭȅΤ ǘŜŀŎƘ 

ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǎƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΤ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǎƛƴƎ ǇǎŀƭƳǎΣ ƘȅƳƴǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ  

!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǊ ŘŜŜŘΣ Řƻ 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƳΦέ  

/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ оΥмс-мт  

Annual ACP spring retreat for adults 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ п WǳƴŜΣ муƘол 

¸ŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ CǊŜŘ DǊŀƳŀƴƴ Ƙŀǎ 

ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ !/t ƳǳǎƛŎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀƪŜǎΗ ²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀ ŎŀƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳǇŀƎƴŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ п WǳƴŜΣ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀƭŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘΚ {ŜƴŘ 

ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ {ǇƛǊŜϪŀŎǇŀǊƛǎΦƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƪŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ 

ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ о WǳƴŜΣ ƻǊ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ мфƘΦ [Ŝǘ ƘƛƳ Ŝŀǘ ŎŀƪŜΗ 

пл ŎŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ - ŦƻǊ CǊŜŘΗ 

mailto:susanorsoni@gmail.com
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Recently at one of our young adult gatherings we 
discussed the relevance of the Bible in the 21st century. 
Another way to put it is what does this ancient text have 
to do with today and how in the world are we supposed 
to understand it?  

And naturally, as you do, we started off by talking about 
Harry Potter. 

I love Harry Potter because I think itôs a really good 
story. Itôs entertaining, the characters are well 
developed, I can find myself in this story, and I want to 
know what happens next. Iôm invested. And also who 
wouldnôt want to be able to fly on broomsticks and for 
Quidditch to be a real sport? 

Good stories point past themselves to a larger reference 
point. They show us something about reality and often 
teach us about life. They scratch at things underneath 
the surface. Things maybe we didnôt know were there. 

Eugene Peterson says it like this, ñStories donôt just tell 
us something and leave it there. Stories invite our 
participation. We feel the emotions, get caught up in the 
drama, identify with the characters, see into nooks and 
crannies of life that we had overlooked, realize there is 
more to this business of being human than we had yet 
explored. If the storyteller is good, doors and windows 
open.ò 

Among some philosophical, biblical, and theological 
scholars there is a growing recognition that a story is the 
best way of talking about the way the world actually is. 
Because whether or not we are aware of it, each of us is 
living out some particularly story. This story is 
foundational for our view of the world and the decisions 
we make. 

This of course brings us back 
to the question, how then 
should we read the Bible? 

NT Wright says, ñThe whole 
point of Christianity is that it offers a story, which is the 
story of the whole world. It is public truth.ò 

The story of the whole world. People throughout time 
and space from every nation, every tribe, every 
background and experience. The story we have in the 
Bible, the point of Christianity, is that it offers a story, 
which is the story of the entire world. The entire cosmos. 

Somewhere along the way weôve turned the Bible ï this 

grand, 
sweeping 
narrative of 
God and 
Godôs 
interaction 
with the 
world ï into 
a rulebook 
full of propositions. Weôve turned the Bible into a book 
whose primary role is to tell us what and what not to do. 
Quite simply, weôve turned the Bible into something it 
was never meant to be. 

As author Christian Smith writes, ñThe Bible is not a 
óhow toô book. It is a óHERE IS WHO!ô book. First and 
foremost, it tells everyone: Here is who Jesus Christ is 
and therefore here is who you are and need to become 
in relation to him.ò 

This grand narrative about Godôs interaction with 
humanity is a story that we can participate in. God wants 
us to participate in this story of redemption and rescue.  

What you see throughout scripture is God using people 
ï broken, bruised, and sometimes afraid people ï to get 
caught up in his project for creation that is redeeming 
the world and giving them new life through Jesus. God 
wants us to be a part of what God is doing. 

What is the reason that God gives us scripture? Is it so 
that we have ñBasic Instructions before Leaving Earth?ò 
Is it so we have a handbook for how to live and conduct 
business and dating relationship in a Biblical manner? 

In 2 Timothy chapter 3, Paul tells Timothy (and us) why 
God has given us scripture. Itôs 
good for teaching, for showing 
mistakes, for correcting, and 
for training character. But he 
doesnôt stop there. In verse 17 

he gets to the point, ñso that the person who belongs to 
God can be equipped to do  everything that is good.ò 

Thatôs the point. In other words, the Bible isn't there 
simply to be an accurate reference point for people who 
want to look things up and be sure they've got them 
right. 

Thatôs not to say that Christians will never have 
theologically informed moral and practical views on 
things from 

 

Billy Roberts 

Director, Youth and  

Young Adult Ministries  

Stories and The Story 

²ŜΩǾŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ς ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘΣ ǎǿŜŜǇƛƴƎ 
ƴŀǊǊŀǝǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ς ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǊǳƭŜōƻƻƪ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ 

Continued on next page é/é   
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THE ACP WEDDING MINISTRY  

Two facts and a wish 

One fact that has been clear from before our arrival in 
Paris is that the number of weddings taking place at ACP 
has dropped significantly since the terrorist attacks in 
Paris in January and again in November of 2015. By the 
time we leave on 5 July, I will have officiated at 76 
wedding blessing ceremonies. This compares with 115 for 
the same period in 2015 and 133 in 2014. According to 
ACPôs Wedding Coordinator Keiko Matsushima, 40 
previously booked weddings were cancelled after the 13 
November attacks. 

Another fact to which I can testify and for which I give 
thanks to God is that the power of the ministry is strong 
and abiding. In addition to the majority of weddings that 
are arranged through the cooperation of Japanese and 
Chinese agencies, I have officiated at eight weddings 
privately arranged by couples from Finland, Australia, the 
UK, and the US. In each case, whether arranged through 

By Visiting Pastor Jim Lockwood-Stewart 

an agency or through personal inquiry usually sparked 
by a visit to the ACP website, I have had the privilege of 
welcoming couples, and sometimes family members and 
friends, to the American Church in the spirit of the love 
of God which we know in Christ Jesus.  

I wish you could join me, Fred, Peter, Mark, and Keiko 
to witness the intense meaning that this ministry of 
blessing has for couples who have received the 
extravagant hospitality of Christ in this special place for 
their deeply personal moment. At each wedding blessing 
I feel the privilege of sharing such a time with people 
committing their lives to each other. 

I will always be grateful for the opportunity to be a part 
of this wonderful ministry of the American Church in 
Paris. 

business to 
relationships 
to gender 
identity to 
romance to 
war and peace, 
and everything 
in between. We 
will surely have views that are and should be informed by 
scripture, but not by simply looking up a specific text to 
affirm what we already suspected.  

We will discover those views by forming a relationship 
with the God of the Bible who has shown us the one true 
story of the world. A story of God who created out pleasure 
and rescues us from our own sin through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, who laid down his life that we might 
have a life without end. 

And this story equips us to partner with the God of the 
cosmos to redeem and restore this world until heaven and 
earth are joined at last. And isnôt that, as they say, the 
greatest story ever told? 

é/é  Stories and The Story, 

tŀǎǘƻǊǎ [ŀǊǊȅ YŀƭŀƧŀƛƴŜƴ ŀƴŘ {Ŏƻǧ 
IŜǊǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !/t 
ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ [ŀǊǊȅ wΦ YŀƭŀƧŀƛƴŜƴ 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
нп WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ōȅ 
YŀǊƭ 5ŀǎƘŜǊΦ  όtƘƻǘƻΥ aŀǊƪ tǊƛƳƳŜǊύ 

Dedicated to... 
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¸ƻǳǘƘϪbƻƻƴ 
9ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ мнƘмр-моƘмр ƛƴ Dн  

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ όŀƎŜǎ мм-муύ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΚ Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΗ CǊŜƴŎƘ 

ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ [ǳƴŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ŜƳŀƛƭ 

ȅƻǳǘƘǇŀǎǘƻǊϪŀŎǇŀǊƛǎΦƻǊƎΦ 

The second Sunday in May is 
celebrated as Motherôs Day 
in the US, Zimbabwe, 
Canada, Turkey, Italy, 
Finland, Denmark, Japan, 
and a number of other 
nations.  In Britain, Nigeria, 
Panama, and much of the 
Arab world it is celebrated in 
March.  In France, Sweden, 

and Cameroon it is the end of May. And in Mexico, 
Hong Kong, India, Singapore, and Saudi Arabia it is 10 
May. 

In the US, Motherôs Day now is focused upon mothers 
of individual families. Billions and billions of dollars are 
spent each year on flowers, cards, and gifts as 
expressions of respect and affection. And Motherôs Day 
is the third largest US retail sales day of the year.  

While Motherôs Day evokes sentiments of deep 
gratitude and love, it can also evoke sadness. If you are 
grieving the death of a mother, grandmothers, mentors, 
those who have mothered you, if you are estranged, if 
you have lost a child, if you have no children, if you are 
struggling with parenting, or if you are a mother who is 
not remembered, even church celebrations can be 
poignant. 

Perhaps if we remember and reclaim roots of this 
holiday and return to these roots in our celebrations, we 
can expand our vision for family and deepen our 
Christian faith. 

In the 1850s, Ann Jarvis of West Virginia had lost 8 of 
her 12 children before they reached the age of 7 years. 
She organized other mourning women into Motherôs 
Day Work Clubs to work to improve public health and 
reduce infant mortality.  

Then, in the 1860s, Ann Jarvis formed Mother 

Returning to roots this 

Motherôs Day 

By Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart 

Friendship Clubs in which mothers on both sides of the 
Civil War, joined in standing together for peace and in 
nursing soldiers from both sides. She recognized the love 
at the heart of deep grief, and was moved to help others 
recognize that all children are our children. 

Annôs daughter, Anna Jarvis, later started a celebration 
with her Methodist Episcopal 
church in Grafton, West Virginia, ñA 
day to honor all mothers, and also 
a day to remember the work of 
peacemaking, reconciliation, and 
social action against poverty, 
started by her mother.ò   

In 1908, in memory of Ann and all 
women who give birth and life in 
many ways, and all who recognize 

that the household of God is far larger than the nuclear 
family, Anna Jarvis began the campaign for a nationwide 
observance of Motherôs Day.   

In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson signed the bill 
recognizing Motherôs Day as a national U.S. holiday. 

Anna Jarvis never had children, and by the time of her 
death in 1948, she spent her life and money trying to 
return the day to its roots, honoring: 

¶ women who give birth and life 

¶ peacemakers 

¶ those who work for reconciliation 

¶ those engaged in social action against poverty 

that all Godôs children may live. 

mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org
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Body of Christ: Whatôs up in 

! ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ tŀǊƛǎ ƛƴ aŀȅΦ !ƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ CǊŜƴŎƘΦ 

At the Edge of the Abyss: God and Evil 

Without defeatism or resignation, philosophy has the task of thinking the 
unthinkable, of reaching the limits of thought. In partnership with the University 
of Geneva and the University of Lorraine, the Institut Catholique hosts a daylong 
conference on the question of God and evil. Can God remain outside of the 
question of Evil? Is there a ñlogic of evilò unfolding in the world? 

Tuesday, 10 May, from 9h-18h, at the Institut Catholique de Paris, 21, 
rue dôAssas, 75006 Paris. For security reasons, registration is required at the 
web site of the Institute: www.icp.fr/a-propos-de-l-icp under Agenda. 

Biblical Greek for beginners! 

Have you ever been tempted to dive into Godôs word in the 
original? The Oratoire du Louvre is offering an introductory 
course on Biblical Greek.  

Tuesday, 10 May, from 19h30-21h. Oratoire du Louvre, 
145 rue St. Honor®, 75001 Paris.  

Spiritual preparation for birth 

A spiritual journey in three evenings open to all 
expectant parents, whether or not they already have 
children: 

¶ Pregnancy: A time of waiting and trust. Wednesday, 
11 May, 20h45-22h15 

¶ Becoming Parents: A vocation. Wednesday, 18 May, 
20h45-22h15 

¶ Constituting Our Family. Wednesday, 24 May, 20h45-

22h15 

 Coll¯ge des Bernardins, 20 rue de Poissy, 75005 Paris. Free. Registration: www.collegedesbernardins.fr. 

6th annual Salon of Solidarity 

Because the world needs you, 

because everyone can make a 

difference, and because together 

we can effectively and sustainably 

build a better world: From 19-21 

May, the Paris Expo Porte de Versailles will host NGOs, companies, institutions, international solidarity of 

professionals, conference facilities, workshops, training , entertainment, etc. at the Salon des Solidarit®s.  

19-21 May, Parc des expositions de Paris, Porte de Versailles - Hall 2.1. For more information: 

www.salondessolidarites.org/l-evenement. 
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May event listings 

By Karen Albrecht 

Seydou Keµta  

Malian photographer 

Seydou Keµta (1921-

2001) was justly 

sought after for the 

elegant black-and-

white portraits shot 

in his Bamako studio. The elaborate hairdos, 

traditional costumes and multigenerational family 

groupings captured by Keµta's expert lens are stiff 

and stylized yet strangely intimate, offering a 

unique glimpse into the fashions, faces and the 

aspirations of the country's postcolonial period. 

Until 11 July, www.grandpalais.fr  

The Velvet Underground - 

New York Extravaganza 

The Paris Philharmonie's 

suitably hyped multimedia 

tribute to the larger-than-life 

1960s New York ensemble 

will reach a crescendo on 21-

22 May, with a La Monte 

Young tribute performance 

and previously unscreened 

films by Andy Warhol, who 

famously designed the peel-

off cover of the Underground's 

legendary "Banana Album." 

Until 21 August, philharmoniedeparis.fr 

Whatôs up in Paris 

The Douanier 
Rousseau: 
Archaic Candor 

Dubbed "Le 
Douanier" 
because of his 
day-job as a toll
-collector, Henri 
Rousseau (1840

-1910) was entirely self-taught as a painter. His 
exuberant canvases are instantly recognizable for 
their lusciously vibrant colors and the idealized 
tropical vegetation peopled with lions, tigers and 
mysterious female figures. 

Until 17 July, www.musee-orsay.fr (Read a full review 
on page 23.) 

Picasso. Sculptures 

Newly renovated within its 

superb 17th-century stone 

mansion, the Picasso Museum 

is featuring sculptures that 

display the full range of the 

master's long and varied 

career. Big or small, graceful 

or clunky, colorful or 

monochromatic, all share the 

Spaniard's impeccable eye for 

intriguing shapes and volumes 

and his irrepressible, often 

ribald wit.   

Until 28 August, www.museepicassoparis.fr 

The French Connection 

Concert & Sing-along 

This friendly, participative 

event by jazz singer Keri 

Chryst explores the fertile 

cross-pollination between 

American and French music 

since the 1940s. A chance 

to belt out some well-loved 

tunes in both languages, 

and to trace some amusing 

twists and turns in the 

decades-long love affair between jazz and chanson. 

7 May, 14h15-16h30 at Pav® d'Orsay, 48 rue de 

Lille, 7th; kcj-thefrenchconnection.webs.com 

Rigoletto 

Its uber-famous aria 
"La donna ¯ mobile" 
may be light-
hearted, but 
Giuseppe Verdi's 
1851 opera spins a 
darkly tragic tale. 
The Opera Bastille's 
production plays up 
the starker side of 
this tears-of-a-clown 
melodrama, in which the beautiful daughter of 
hunchback jester Rigoletto perishes after being 
seduced Rigolettoôs master, the lecherous Duke of 
Mantua.  

Until 30 May, www.operadeparis.fr 

ϭIŜǊǾŞ DƭƻŀƎǳŜƴ κ /ƘŀƳōǊŜ bƻƛǊŜ  

ϭaƻƴƛƪŀ wƛǧŜǊǎƘŀǳǎ  
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The Movie Discussion Group  

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ мф aŀȅ  - мфƘол ς Dн  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƭƛǎǝƴƎǎΥ ¢ǊǳƳōƻ ōȅ Wŀȅ wƻŀŎƘΣ aǊ IƻƭƳŜǎ ōȅ .ƛƭƭ /ƻƴŘƻƴΣ 
5ƻǳƎƘ ōȅ WƻƘƴ DƻƭŘǎŎƘƳƛŘǘΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀŦŞ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ōȅ ²ƻƻŘȅ !ƭƭŜƴΦ {ŜŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ ƳƻǾƛŜǎϪŀŎǇŀǊƛǎΦƻǊƎ 

https://webmail1c.orange.fr/webmail/fr_FR/read.html?FOLDER=SF_INBOX&IDMSG=42008&check=&SORTBY=1
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Motherôs Day far away from Mom 

By Ashleigh Searle Picq 

In the flourishing springtime of May, children will 
purposefully string together macaroni on colorful 
ribbons, pick a dandelion bouquet, scheme a surprise 
breakfast, write a card, pick up the phone to say, ñThank 
you, Mom. I love you, Mom.ò For many living in France, 
with family in the US, the celebration will be double. In 
the United States Motherôs Day is celebrated this year on 
8 May and in France on 29 May. In both countries, 
Motherôs day usually involves 
spending time with Mom, 
presenting gifts, flowers, cards. 
If Mom is particularly lucky, it 
could also mean a day off when 
the rest of the family makes a 
special effort to take over 
household chores or cooking. 
Statistics show more phone 
calls are made on Motherôs day 
than any other day of the year.  

What I would do to be able to 
pick up the phone and call 
Mom!  

On 12 February 2015, my Mom 
died unexpectedly following 
complications from spinal 
surgery. She was 62 years old. 
She was adamant about having this surgery to relieve her 
of chronic back pain. She wanted to be able to lift up her 
grandchildren. She wanted to be able to run up the stairs 
in Montmartre, climb to the top of the Eiffel Tower, stroll 
along the Seine on her trips to Paris. She wanted to cycle 
through Provence and go on a motorcycle tour of Italy! 
So much more to life to live!  

I flew from Paris to Atlanta for her last few hours among 
us and was there to hold her hand, sing, pray, and weep 
with my family. My brother and sister and I had a 
common refrain - Thank you, Mom. We love you so 
much, Mom. Weôll see you in heaven, Mom. When the 
oxygen tubes were removed, we held each other in shock 
and sorrow, wondering how on earth we would ever be 
able to manage without our mother.  

Last year celebrating Motherôs Day was very hard ï twice. 
On American Motherôs Day, I felt miserable scrolling 
through social media pictures of my friends celebrating 

with 3 generations of their families. On French Motherôs 
Day, I could not hold back the tears as my children 
recited their poems and presented me with their colorful 
crafts made with such love and careful application in 
Maternelle and at the Halte-garderie. It was very 
difficult to let them celebrate me as their Mom when I 
still felt like a lost and broken daughter. I had not yet 
been able to gain comfort from the fact that Mom is in 

heaven, made-new and pain-
free, rejoicing in the presence 
of our God.  

During my grieving, a good 
friend of mine who lost her 
husband tragically advised me 
that I would see my mother 
from time to time. She was 
right. This is how the Holy 
Spirt fills the empty spaces and 
soothes my aching heart. I see 
my Mom in my daughterôs 
sense of humour, in my auntôs 
watchfulness and empathy, in 
my nieceôs generosity, in my 
friendsô love of reading, in my 
sonôs curiosity, in my love of 
entertaining. I feel her outside 
my immediate circle, too ï in 

the voice singing the alto harmony behind me in church 
in Sunday, in the delight of a tourist experiencing her 
first French outdoor market, in the tulips that decorate 
the jardins, and in every incident and example of 
resilience that I come across.  

As a child of God, I can celebrate Motherôs Day far away 
from Mom ï twice. Through the Grace of God, she 
remains close and present. While I cannot send a card, or 
pick up the phone, on 8 May and again on 29 May, I will 
find a moment to whisper my prayer of recognition, 
gratitude and love for the Mom I knew and the Mom 
ñmade new.ò 

.ƭƻƻƳ ²ƘŜǊŜ ¸ƻǳϥǊŜ tƭŀƴǘŜŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ .ƭƻƻƳ ²ƘŜǊŜ ¸ƻǳϥǊŜ tƭŀƴǘŜŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ у hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ-ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ-ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ 

!ƴƎƭƻǇƘƻƴŜ ƴŜǿŎƻƳŜǊǎ ǎŜǧƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳϥŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ 

Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ YƛƳ ŀǘ ōƭƻƻƳΦŀŎǇŀǊƛǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ   

mailto:bloom.acparis@gmail.com
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Habitat for Humanity fundraiser concert ð Friday 20 May 20h 

Come with your friends for an evening of music, inspiration and fun and help us raise funds for the Habitat for 
Humanity program! This summer a group of all ages will travel to Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, and work from end-July 
until 8 August.   

In order to fund this program, we are organizing our annual fundraiser concert. Sponsored for the 8th consecutive 
year by the Rotary Club Paris Champs-Elys®es, the event features prized piano soloist Nathalia Romanenko with 
her new program "Extraordinaria Classica," accompanied by bass player Stanislas Kuchinski. Directed by 
St®phane Marais, they will perform music by Massenet, Koussevitski, JS Bach, Blackeyed Peas, Rheinhold Gli¯re, 
Eminem, and Bottesini.  

The Habitat for Humanity program is one of the longstanding missions of the ACP, each year sending a group of 
volunteers to build a house for a needy family. Help us reach H4Hôs goal to change the lives of another one million 
people by 2018. Come to the concert, enjoy the music, and find out more about our H4H mission. It is followed by 
a cocktail reception. Buy your tickets after church, at the Habitat for Humanity table. 

Habitat for Humanity fundraiser concert  
Friday 20 May, 20h 

at ACP 

Volunteer with Habitat for Humanity 
 
Founded in 1976, Habitat for Humanity has built or renovated more than 800,000 homes around the world, 
providing more than 4 million people with safe, decent, affordable shelter. Anyone who can hold a hammer or a 
paint brush is welcome to the work of Habitat for Humanity. Volunteers provide manpower that allows the 
building of homes or making renovations at considerably lower costs. 

More importantly, the volunteering experience transforms lives: both 
for the volunteers who work alongside Habitat homeowners and for 
partner families who see people who care enough to help them break 
the cycle of poverty. 

The American Church in Paris is organizing a Habitat for 
Humanity trip for August 2016. If you're interested in 
joining the Habitat trip to Kyrgyzstan this summer (end-July to 8 
August), please contact the Habitat leader Kaµ-Marcel Grunert via 

email: awaiting_further_informations@yahoo.com or have a look at the information on the ACP 
website.  Note: Volunteers must be 16 years old or older.  


