THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
22 NOVEMBER 2020
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP ONLINE

Announcements
Chorale Prleude on “Allein Gott in der Höh sei Her”
J.G. Walther
To God alone on high be glory and thanks for his mercy, since now and forever more
no harm can touch us. God is pleased with us, now there is great peace without cease,
all feuds have now an end.
Prelude

Prelude in A minor
Fred Gramann, organist

Ringing of the Bells

The Celebration Ringers

J.S. Bach

Welcome and Call to Worship (from Psalm 95)
Odette Lockwood-Stewart
O come, let us sing to the LORD, let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise with songs of praise!
Hymn

O Come and Sing Unto the Lord (Psalm 95)

tune: AZMON

O come and sing unto the Lord, to God our voices raise;
Let us in our most joyful songs the Lord, our Savior, praise.
Before God’s presence let us come with praise and thankful voice;
Let us sing psalms to God with grace, with grateful hearts rejoice.
To God the spacious sea belongs; God made its waves and tides.
And by God’s hand the rising land was formed, and still abides.
O come, and bowing down to God our worship let us bring;
Yea, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker and our King.
Prayer of Confession
Victor Greene
With the confidence of faith, and the assurance of God’s unfailing grace,
let us confess our sins to God. Let us pray:
Gracious God, whose love surrounds us even when we are unaware of it,
we confess that we have not claimed the power of your presence. We have let fears
control us, and let resentments diminish our capacity to live the abundant lives
you have promised. Forgive our limitations, transform our resentments, and fill
us once again with the assurance that we are your beloved children and are worthy
in your sight. This we pray in the name and spirit of Jesus. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness and Peace
If anyone is in Christ Jesus that person is a new creation, the old has passed away, the new has
come. My friends, hear and believe the Good News: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven and made
righteous. Thanks be to God.
Gloria Patri

Blessing of the Children

Allison Wheeler

Musical Offering
You Say
Lauren Daigle, Paul Mabury, Jason Ingram
Alexia Rabé, piano, vocals Mimi Sunnerstam, cello Lara Caister, violin
The First Lesson – Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Mary Hovind-Gay
For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie
down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the
lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be
prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Musical Offering

The Lord is My Shepherd
Ralph Vaughan Williams
John Bernard, soloist Laurana Mitchelmore, piano

The Second Lesson – Matthew 25:31-46
William Cuozzi
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”
Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”
Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you
did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.”
Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

And Finally …

Jim Lockwood-Stewart

Musical Offering
New Wine
Brooke Ligertwood, arr. Alexia Rabé
Alexia Rabé, piano, vocals Mimi Sunnerstam, cello Devon Graves, vocals
Josiah Woodson, production
Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer (in your mother tongue)
Invitation to the Giving of Tithes and Gifts

Jodi Fondell

ACP Story

Efe Usino

Offertory Music

I Will Lift My Eyes
Jennifer Young, soloist Fred Gramann, piano

Antonín Leopold Dvořák

Prayer of Dedication
Hymn

Doug Fondell
When the Son Shall Come in Glory

tune: ABBOT’S LEIGH
text: © 2020 Fred Gramann
When the Son shall come in glory, seated on the mighty throne,
He will gather all the nations who must for their deeds atone.
Then, surrounded by the angels, sheep from goats he will divide;
On his left, all those who have fallen, and the saved on his right side.
“Come, you blessed of my Father, for the Kingdom waits for you.
What I offer is eternal for the righteous and the true.
I was hungry and you fed me, quenched my thirst, and took me in;
Clothed my body, nursed me in sickness; when in prison, were my friend.”
Lord, when did we find you hungry, and provide a meal to eat;
Thirsty or in need of welcome; naked, sick, in prison meet?
“Every sister, every brother, each one who had need of thee;
When tyou served the least of my children, Lo, you did it unto me.”

Benediction

Jim Lockwood-Stewart

Congregational Amen

The American Church in Paris Online Community
During the Covid-19 pandemic, the American Church in Paris is dedicated to remaining a vibrant
community and to providing online resources for worship, learning, spiritual formation, and well-being,
and Christian Discipleship. We will follow government guidelines to carefully re-open church buildings
for schools, worship, and community groups in a way that is safe, sustainable, and fair for all.
We continue to Worship Online at acparis.org where you can also find daily resources from ACP.
Please continue to check our website for the latest news and to participate in new opportunities
every week.
Whether you are one of the thousands of viewers from many different countries who join us for
online worship, or new to Paris and seeking a church family, we hope you will be patient until we
can meet again in person.
In the meantime, we continue to pursue our mission “to bear witness in word and deed to the
love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.” God's grace and peace be with you!

Announcements
In need of prayer? If you would like members of the lay care ministry team, members of the
prayer chain, and the pastoral team to uphold you in prayer you may contact us at
prayerrequests@acparis.org.
Worship/Coffee Fellowship Online: Sundays at 10h45 via Zoom. At 11h, we will worship online
together via shared screen. Once the service has ended, we will return to the large group and then
fellowship will follow in smaller breakout groups. If you worship online at another time, please feel
free to join the zoom meeting for the fellowship at noon! If you would like the Zoom, please register
at: acparis.org/worship-fellowship.
GratiZooom – An online gathering devoted to Thanks Giving and Giving Thanks: TODAY at
17h via Zoom. Please join this special gathering where we will focus on our gratitude for all that
God is doing in the midst of this challenging season, and how ACP is inspiring the lives and faith of
others. Additionally, we will have an update on the finances of ACP and prayerfully consider how
each one of us can continue to generously support the missions and ministries of our church and
community. We’ll also have a chance to share in Zoom breakout groups and connect with others
from the ACP community. Register at acparis.org/gratizooom in order to receive the GratiZooom
link.
Community Thanksgiving Day Worship Online Service: 26 November 18h at acparis.org. Join
the American Church, the American Cathedral, and other communities of faith in Paris as we come
together online for a special service to give thanks to God!

ACP Weekly
Sundays from 10h45 via Zoom
Worship/Coffee Fellowship Online
At 11h, we will worship online together via shared screen. Once the service has ended, we will return
to the large group and then fellowship will follow in smaller breakout groups. If you worship online at
another time, please feel free to join the zoom meeting for the fellowship at noon! If you would like the
Zoom link, please register at: acparis.org/worship-fellowship.
Mondays from 6h at acparis.org
Monday Musings with the Maestro
ACP Music Director Fred Gramann shares the behind-the-scenes stories about music and musicians
associated with the American Church in Paris over its long history. Whether you're up for cogitating,
ruminating, or just pondering with Fred, you're welcome to tune in and perhaps be, well, a-mused.
Wednesdays from 6h at acparis.org
Sanctuary Sessions with Natalie Raynal and ACP Contemporary Worship Musicians
Join us for acoustic sessions in the sanctuary with musicians from ACP's contemporary worship team.
Thursdays 19h-19h30 via Zoom
Thursday Evening Communion with Pastor Odette
A weekly opportunity to see each other’s faces, to pray, to center our lives with Holy Communion in
community, remembering that Jesus is with us through the power of the Holy Spirit in the bread and
wine. Register at acparis.org/communion

Children's Ministries
Kids’ Monthly Bible Study 2020-21: 6 December 12h45 via Zoom. This virtual monthly Bible
study is for all children seven and older. We will spend the year studying the Lord’s Prayer. Please
contact Rev. Allison Wheeler at childrensworship@acparis.org for more information, and/or register
at acparis.org.
Threaded Together: A Children’s Ministry Initiative. During these days when we cannot safely
experience the joy of being all together in person, our Threaded Together initiative offers different
ways for us to stay connected, and for parents and children to experience support from church
staff, volunteers, and other families. Register at acparis.org/threadedtogether to participate in a
family small group or contact childrensworship@acparis.orgfor information.
ACP Children's Music Ministry Fall program 2020: Join us in lifting a joyful noise unto the Lord
through voice and instrument, in praise, prayer, and thanksgiving. The ACP children’s choirs will
continue via virtual choir rehearsals sent as private YouTube video links to watch, alternating with
Zoom rehearsals. Children of all ages are welcome. See acparis.org/childrensmusic for
registration.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Fall 2020-2021 program Out There: Together in One Place. For more information contact Pastor
Victor Greene at youthpastor@acparis.org.

Adult Ministries
Lectio Divina at ACP – An Advent Journey: Beginning on 27 November, weekly in Advent on
Fridays 19h-20h or Saturdays 8h30-9h30 via Zoom. The practice of Lectio Divina stems from an
ancient monastic prayer tradition which emphasizes scripture as the “Living Word of God,” and is a
contemplative way to read short passages of sacred text and discover meaning deeper than the literal
layer. See acparis.org for more details and request the Zoom link from ACP staff member Jörg
Kaldewey at admin@acparis.org.
Women's Monthly Bible Study: 6 December 13h30-14h30 via Zoom. All women are welcome to
join this study on Women of the Old Testament, led by Teri Lee Valluy. Register at
acparis.org/women-sunday.
Making Sense of the Bible: This six-week, small group pursuit of greater Biblical understanding
has begun, but new participants are welcome. If you would like to participate in a “Making Sense of
the Bible” small-group encounter with others via Zoom, please register your interest at acparis.org.
Sunday Afternoon Adult Bible Study: Sundays 16h-17h30 via Zoom. All adults are welcome to join
this study as hosts Nathanial Akujobi and Patti Lafage lead us through an in-depth study of the book
of Philippians. To register and receive the Zoom link please sign up at acparis.org.
Women's Weekly Bible Study: Tuesdays 10h-12h via Zoom. Join us for our virtual study of “Job, an
Unlikely Story of Joy.” Contact Katherine for more information at womensbiblestudy@acparis.org.
Men's Ministry Bible Study at ACP: Thursdays 7h30-8h30, in the ACP Theater. In-house and
Zoom option available. Register at acparis.org/men-thursday.
Read all about it – inspiration information, news, and events from ACP in the most recent edition
of the Spire. Available now on the app, or at acparis.org.
For more information on all the offerings for children, youth, and adults mentioned above,
see acparis.org.

Ministers of the American Church in Paris
Ministers
Interim Senior Pastor
Interim Associate Pastor
Interim Associate Pastor
Youth / Young Adult Pastor
Children’s Ministry Director
Director of Music
Contemporary Music Dir.
Youth / Children Music Dir.
Executive Secretary
Wedding Coordinator

The Entire Congregation
The Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart
The Rev. Jodi Fondell
The Rev. Doug Fondell
Victor Greene (M.Div.)
The Rev. Allison Wheeler
Fred Gramann
Natalie Raynal
Sara Barton
Heather Walter
Jörg Kaldewey

seniorpastor@acparis.org
associatepastor@acparis.org
ap2@acparis.org
youthpastor@acparis.org
childrensworship@acparis.org
music@acparis.org
cmusic@acparis.org
ymusic@acparis.org
secretary@acparis.org
weddings@acparis.org

www.acparis.org Twitter.com/AmChurchParis Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis

The Ministry of the American Church depends on you
The American Church’s operating costs depend primarily on the generosity of its
members and alumni around the world who have been touched by its ministry. If you
wish your gift to be tax-deductible in the United States, you must make your check
payable to our parent organization “The American and Foreign Christian Union” (AFCU)
and put the words “for ACP” on the memo line of your check. In France, your gift in
Euros is deductible under the category “réduction pour dons à des organismes d'intérêt
général.” The church issues year-end receipts of giving acceptable for French tax
authorities. Contributions in either euros or US dollars are accepted by both the ACP
and the AFCU. To find out more about how you can help secure the future of the ACP
through bequests, charitable trusts, and other forms of planned giving, please speak to
one of the pastors. If you would like to set up recurring electronic fund transfers to
facilitate giving, please visit acparis.org to find out how.

2021 Generosity Campaign
All we have belongs to God, and we are stewards of what He’s given us.
Everything we have has come from you, and we give you only what you first gave us. (I
Chronicles 29:14)
One of ACP's goals of the Generosity campaign is for 100 individuals or families in our
congregation to take the spiritual step of committing to be generous contributors to
God’s work at the ACP by pledging their donation for 2021. This goal is not focused on
the amount that each individual or family commits but about the very act of pledging to
be purposeful about our role in carrying out the ACP’s mission. Let’s show our collective
generosity – go to the website acparis.org and make your pledge today!
Please make sure to join us today, 22 November, at the special GratiZooom event at
17h. We will focus on our gratitude for all that God is doing in the midst of this
challenging season, how ACP is inspiring the lives and faith of others, and we will have
an update on the finances of ACP and our 2020 seasonal giving goal.

American Church in Paris
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