
                            

  THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS 

THE 14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

29 August 2021, 11h00 
 

 

Welcome to this service of worship 

We are happy you are here! Please observe COVID protocols throughout worship; 
wear your mask, observe social distancing, and greet your neighbor without touch. 
Please follow the guidance of ushers, and take or recycle your bulletin.  

 

We Gather 

 Prelude     Aria from Cantata No. 1 J.S. Bach 
  Divine celestial fire, fill this faithful soul which longs for you, O Lord. 
      Simon Fournier, trumpet   Fred Gramann, organ 
 

     Alleluia Franz Schubert 
                Frédéric Goncalves, soloist   Fred Gramann, organ 
                                                      

 Welcome, Greeting, and Announcements Jodi Fondell 
  The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  And also with you. 
 
 Ringing of the Bells 
  
 Call to Worship (Song of Solomon 2:10-13) Don Lee 

My lover spoke and said to me,  
“Rise up, my dearest, my fairest, and go. 

Here, the winter is past; the rains have come and gone. 
Blossoms have appeared in the land; the season of singing 
has arrived, and the sound of the turtledove is heard in 
our land. 

The green fruit is on the fig tree, and the grapevines in bloom are 
fragrant. Rise up, my dearest, my fairest, and go.” 

Prayer of Common Confession   
 God of invitation and conversation, we thank you this day 
for greeting us once again with open arms. Yet as you invite 
us to connect, we confess that often what we are looking for 
is a commandment. We want from our religion a to-do list; 
things that will help us succeed at being good. But you call us 
into relationship. You invite us to connect with you through 
each other. You call us to listen and learn, to share and make  



mistakes, to enter into a life of transformation. Forgive our 
impatience. Forgive our small notions of religion. Forgive 
our simplifying of you and of others. Welcome us into your 
presence once again and help us to be brave enough, to be 
vulnerable enough, to enter the holy dialogue.  
(time of silent confession and reflection) 

 

 Words of Assurance 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, know this: the mercy of God is from 
everlasting to everlasting. Be reminded this day of God’s ever-
surprising and surpassing grace – in Jesus Christ we are 
together, forgiven and restored. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

 Passing of the Peace   
 
 Music                                  Moderato  Michel Rondeau 
                        Simon Fournier, trumpet   Fred Gramann, organ 
  

 Candle for God’s Global Vision of Compassion, Justice and Peace 
      Allison Wheeler 
 

 Music  Psalm 22 Fred Gramann  

And all the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
And all the families of the nations shall worship before him. 

For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations! 

    Jennifer Young, soloist   Fred Gramann, organ 
  

We Hear the Word 
 

Scripture Lesson – Psalm 15 (CEB)  Chinwe Akujuobi 

Who can live in your tent, LORD? Who can dwell on your holy 
mountain? The person who lives free of blame, does what is right, and 
speaks the truth sincerely; who does no damage with their talk, does 
no harm to a friend, doesn’t insult a neighbor; someone who despises 
those who act wickedly, but who honors those who honor the LORD; 
someone who keeps their promise even when it hurts; someone who 
doesn’t lend money with interest, who won’t accept a bribe against any 
innocent person. Whoever does these things will never stumble. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.   
  Thanks be to God.  
 

 Music  Psalm 139 Fred Gramann 
Search me, O God, and know my heart 

The ACP Bronze Ringers 



 Sermon  Introductions Paul Rock 
     John 1:1-14 (CEB)  
      

We Respond and Are Sent into the World 
 

 Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer (in your mother tongue)  
 Invitation and Prayer for the Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
      Doug Fondell 
 Offerings are received at the welcome table or at acparis.org/donate (QR code on back page). 

     
Offertory Music Amazing Grace     arr. Ben Roundtree  
   Teteh Atikpo and Fred Gramann, handbell duet 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving for Offering  Doug Fondell 

 
 Hymn      All Creatures of Our God and King     
      tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

   (Please remain seated for the gentle singing of this hymn.) 
 

All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing, 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
O sing ye, O sing ye, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Thou rushing wind that art so strong,  
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice,  
Ye lights of evening, find a voice, 
O sing ye! O sing ye! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
And everyone, with tender heart,  
Forgiving others, take your part, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Sing praise and cast on God your care, 
O sing ye! O sing ye! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
All creatures their Creator bless,  
And worship God in humbleness, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



 Benediction    Paul Rock 
 

 Congregational Amen 

          

 Postlude                   Concerto “San Marco”: Allegro Tomaso Albinoni 
    Simon Fournier, trumpet   Fred Gramann, organ 

 

We welcome our new Senior Pastor, The Rev. Dr. Paul Rock! 
 

The Rev. Dr. Paul Thomas Rock grew up in Concord, Massachusetts, Springfield, 
Virginia, and Stillwater, Minnesota. Paul has been engaged in mission and pastoral 
work for 25 years, beginning with a three-year stint as a tent-maker missionary in 
Budapest, Hungary. He served as an associate pastor in Santa Clarita, CA (Los 
Angeles area) and at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian in New York City before coming to 
Second Presbyterian Church in Kansas City, Missouri. He received his Doctor of 
Ministry in 2011 from Drew University. He earned his Master of Divinity with honors 
from Fuller Theological Seminary in 1998. Paul has two books published by 
Westminster John Knox Press. 

Paul is a disciple of Jesus Christ for many reasons. He has always been spiritually 
inclined and curious and was raised in a loving family where Christian faith and 
practice shaped routines and formed character. Through three years of mission work 
and three years of seminary, God’s Spirit lovingly helped Paul reconstruct his young 
adult faith and he fell in love with the Jesus of his Reformed heritage. He is 
tremendously thankful that, throughout his life-long faith journey, he has never felt 
separated from God’s immense and encompassing love for him. Therefore, he is, and 
continues to be, a thankful and committed follower of Jesus Christ. In Paul’s own 
words, “Jesus’s love claims me and gives my life hope, sustaining strength and 
purpose. In response, I try to know, love, serve and follow Christ each day.” Paul’s 
understanding of the Church is that it is a diverse community composed of imperfect 
people, filled with the Spirit, through whom God continues Christ’s work of 
reconciliation and healing in the world. As a part of this community, we are all invited 
to embrace our priestly calling and grow in knowledge, faith and skill so that each of 
us can be actively engaged in the furtherance of God’s Kingdom. As a pastor, Paul 
understands he is not the shepherd, Christ is.  

 

The American Church in Paris Online Community 

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here! During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the American Church in Paris remains a vibrant community with online resources for 
worship, learning, spiritual formation, and Christian discipleship. In addition to in-person 
worship in our sanctuary, ACP posts livestreamed worship and much more at 
acparis.org. Please continue to check our website for the latest news and to 
participate in new opportunities every week. Our mission is “to bear witness in 
word and deed to the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.” 

 

http://acparis.org/


Announcements 
The altar flowers today are given to the glory to God and in honor of the Rev. Dr. Paul 
Rock and his wife Stacey Perkins Rock, by the Senior Pastor Search Committee: Rose 
Marie Burke, Peter DeWit, Marie Grout, MaryClaire King, Christopher Kramme, 
Valentina Lana, Gigi Oyog, Tiana Ranaivoson, Solomon Sholesi, David Van Cleve, and 
Christopher Wobo. 

Atelier Concerts: Sundays at 17h30 in the sanctuary. 5 Sept: Jorge Herranz, piano. 12 
Sept: Nicolas Chevereau, piano with Magali Leger, soprano. 19 Sept: Adam Heron, piano. 
26 Sept: Our ACP Musicians (Jonathan Bloom, cello; Philip Glenister, tenor; Frédéric 
Goncalves, baritone; Laurana Mitchelmore, piano; Carol Mundinger, clarinet; Lisa Prevett, 
flute; Nicole Primmer, soprano; Debra Takakjian, piano; Nicole Taylor, soprano; Jennifer 
Young, soprano.) Admission is free. Passe sanitaire required.   

Volunteers Needed to help with the Sunday Atelier Concert Series from 17h to 19h. 
Please speak with Fred Gramann if you can assist on occasion. 

Memorial Service for Nadia Afeiche: 3 September at 11h30 in the Sanctuary: We 
invite you to join us in a service of worship in memory and celebration of our sister 
Nadia Afeiche, deceased 11 December 2020. Passe sanitaire required. 

Memorial Service for Cornelius Kogbe: 4 September at 11h in the Sanctuary: We 
invite you to join us in a service of worship in memory and celebration of the life of 
our brother Cornelius Kogbe, deceased 22 August 2021. Passe sanitaire required. 

Never Forget: 20 Years after 9/11, Thurber Conversation, 9 September at 19h30 via 
Zoom. Guests are Larry and Carol Kalajainen, John Rogers, and Fred Gramann. 
Register at acparis.org. 

ACP Rentrée Café: 10 September at 19h30 in ACP’s Courtyard. Celebrate the rentrée 
with live music in the courtyard featuring Devon Graves, Sienna Ball, Purple Sawdust, 
and more. Free admission. Passe sanitaire required.   

9/11 Service of Remembrance: 11 September at 16h in the Sanctuary. All are 
welcome to attend. Register at acparis.org. 

The Adult Choir and Handbell Choirs will soon resume rehearsals. Please contact 
Fred at music@acparis.org for information on participating. 

In need of prayer? If you would like members of the lay care ministry team, 
members of the prayer chain, and the pastoral team to uphold you in prayer, you 
may contact us at acparis.org/prayers. 

Sunday Welcome Table: We are looking for volunteers to help staff our welcome 
table after worship. If you'd like to join this team, please let Pastor Jodi know 
at associatepastor@acparis.org. 

Volunteer Editor for The Spire: ACP's thriving monthly magazine The Spire is 
looking for a volunteer editor-in-chief. Interested? For further information please 
contact us at communications@acparis.org. 

ACP Weekly 
African Fellowship Online: Sundays 16h-17h via Zoom. The first Sunday of each 
month is the Fellowship, and additional Sundays in the month will be Bible study. 
Please register for the Zoom details at acparis.org. 

Silent Prayer Thursdays at ACP: Thursdays at 19h-20h via Zoom. Join us for 
prayer in silence. We will practice 25 minutes of praying together in stillness 
according to the method of Centering Prayer, and follow by the reading of a short 
sacred text according to the method of Lectio Divina. Afterwards, there will be an 
opportunity for sharing. Register at acparis.org for the Zoom link. 

http://acparis.org/
mailto:music@acparis.org
mailto:associatepastor@acparis.org
mailto:communications@acparis.org


Children's Ministries 
Children’s Worship: After many months apart, we are thrilled to announce that 
Children's Worship will be back in the ACP building beginning 5 September at the 
11h and 14h services! For safety reasons, all children must be registered for the 
program to attend. We also ask that, just as we have been registering to attend 
worship in the sanctuary, that parents register their child's attendance 
in advance of each coming Sunday. You can register your child for 
Children's Worship at acparis.org/cw-registration or by using the QR 
code seen here. We will need lots of adult volunteers for this important 
ministry! If you are interested in joining our Children's Worship 
leadership team, or if you have any other questions, please write to 
Allison Wheeler at childrensworship@acparis.org. 
 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
Youth Ministry Kickoff: 5 September at 12h30 in the Theater. The Youth Squad is 
back! Youth (Collège and Lycée) and parents are invited to a fun afternoon with 
pizza and refreshments. We are excited to see you all. 

Young Adult Ministry Kickoff: 7 September at 19h30 in the Courtyard. Calling on 
all young Adults (ages 18-30)! Come out for an evening to connect with one another, 
eat together, have some fun as we relaunch the Young Adult ministry.  

Adult Ministries 
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study: Sundays 17h30-19h via Zoom. This Bible 
study on the Book of Acts is hosted by Patti Lafage and Nathaniel Akujuobi, via 
Zoom. All are welcome. To register and receive the Zoom link: acparis.org. 

Women's Fellowship: 12 September 12h15-13h30 in the Thurber Room. All women 
are welcome to join as we hear from our sister Chinwe Akujuobi, who will share her 
journey with us and speak on “The Goodness and Mercy of the Lord.” Visit 
https://acparis.churchcenter.com/groups/fellowship-and-community-groups/acp-
women-s-fellowship to receive regular Women’s Fellowship communications. 

Wednesday Evening Adult Learning at ACP – Everybody Always! Wednesdays, 
beginning 15 September, 19h30-21h via Zoom. “Becoming love in a world full of 
setbacks and difficult people.” Please register online at acparis.org. 

A Pathway Forward: Constructive Conversation on Homosexuality and the Bible 
– Welcome and Inclusion at ACP. Every Second Thursday, beginning 23 September, 
19h30-21h via Zoom. Please register online at acparis.org. 

Alpha Online Course: Mondays, beginning 27 September, 20h30-22h. Got questions 
about life? Alpha Online offers you the chance to explore the Christian faith in a 
relaxed, fun and friendly environment! See acparis.org/alpha. 

Men's Morning Bible Study at ACP: On break for summer, and will resume on 9 
September acparis.org/men-thursday.  

Read all about it – inspiration, information, news, and events from ACP in the most 
recent edition of the Spire. Available on the app, or at acparis.org. 

For more information on all the offerings for children, youth, adults, and 
mission and service opportunities, see acparis.org. 

 

mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org
https://acparis.churchcenter.com/groups/fellowship-and-community-groups/acp-women-s-fellowship
https://acparis.churchcenter.com/groups/fellowship-and-community-groups/acp-women-s-fellowship


 
 

A "Passe Sanitaire" is required to attend ACP services. 
All congregants of more than 17 years of age will be required to present at least one 
of the following documents upon arrival: 
1. Proof of completion of a full vaccination schedule at least 7 days old (or 4 weeks 

in the case of a single shot Johnson & Johnson vaccination). 
2. A negative RT-PCR or antigenic test less than 72 hours old. 
3. The result of a positive RT-PCR or antigenic test demonstrating recovery of 

Covid-19, at least 11 days old and less than 6 months old. 
Proof will be accepted in the form of a paper certificate or digitally via the 
“TousAntiCovid” mobile phone application. The current social distancing and mask 
mandate protocols will also remain in place. 

 

 

Ministers of the American Church in Paris 

Ministers   The Entire Congregation 

Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. Paul Rock paulrock@acparis.org 

Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Jodi Fondell associatepastor@acparis.org 

Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Doug Fondell ap2@acparis.org 

Children’s Ministry Director The Rev. Allison Wheeler   childrensworship@acparis.org 

Visiting Pastor The Rev. Don Lee visitingpastor@acparis.org 

Director of Music Fred Gramann music@acparis.org 

Contemporary Music Director Natalie Raynal cmusic@acparis.org 

Youth/Children Music Director  Sara Barton ymusic@acparis.org 

Executive Secretary Heather Walter secretary@acparis.org 

Wedding Coordinator Jörg Kaldewey weddings@acparis.org 

www.acparis.org  Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis 

 

 

mailto:seniorpastor@acparis.org
mailto:music@acparis.org
mailto:cmusic@acparis.org
mailto:weddings@acparis.org
http://www.acparis.org/


The Ministry of the American Church depends on you 
The American Church in Paris depends on the generosity of members and alumni in 
Paris and worldwide who continue to be touched by its ministries. Please give at 
acparis.org/donate (QR code here) or visit acparis.org/support-us for more on being 
part of ACP’s ministry through regular stewardship or planned giving. You can also 
speak with a pastor after today’s service. 
Gifts by those subject to French income tax receive a 66% reduction in their tax due 
(up to 20% of taxable income). The after-tax cost of your support is therefore only €34 
for a €100 gift. This applies to gifts made by check or bank transfer in 
EUR to The American Church in Paris. 
For those who may prefer the smaller charitable deduction from taxable 
income in the US, checks in US dollars should be made out to The 
American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) and marked “ACP 
Stewardship”. 

 

 

American Church in Paris 
65 quai d’Orsay, 75007 Paris 

www.acparis.org   tel: 01 40 62 05 00 


