
                            
 

  THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

27 June 2021, 11h00 
 

 
 

    Welcome to this service of Worship 
 For the health and safety of us all, we worship respecting Covid-19 pandemic 
protocols. We kindly invite you to keep your masks on throughout worship, and 
to refrain from greeting your neighbor using touch (hugs, handshakes, etc.).  

 Please speak prayers aloud as led by our pastors.  
 The offering plates will not be passed but will be located at stations as you 
enter and exit the Sanctuary. Please make your offering to God with a generous 
heart here today or electronically at acparis.org/donate. 
 When leaving the sanctuary, please follow the guidance of ushers, and 
maintain safe physical distancing. Remember to take your bulletin with you 
when you leave or recycle it in the designated bin on your way out. 
 Thank you for joining us today!   

 

 

We Gather 

 Prelude  Cornet Voluntary William Wallond 
     Trumpet Voluntary John Bennett 
     Voluntary in F Major William Hine 
                                                  Fred Gramann, organ 
 
 
 

 Welcome and Greeting  Odette Lockwood-Stewart
  The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

  And also with you. 
 
 Call to Worship    Doug Fondell 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Holy God, we gather to worship you and to reaffirm our shared 
relationship as children of God. 
God welcomes us to our shared experiences of worship, 
fellowship, prayer, and praise. 
 

 



Renewing God, we gather to be re-invigorated in our worship, and in 
the witness and relationships that flows from worship. 
Together and individually, we will be cleansed and refreshed 
by the holy winds of God’s Spirit, as it blows around and 
within us. 
The Lord our God gives new life and new blessings as we come together 
in the unity of one purpose – to praise and glorify God. 
Blessings, honor, glory and power belongs to our God,  
who claims us all as beloved children. Amen. 


 Tolling Bells Call to Confession  

Prayer of Common Confession   
 God of Love, we have come here today longing to be a 

welcoming body of Christ. And yet we confess that we don't 
always behave in ways that reflect that. We know that while 
you widen the door of your church, we often find ways to 
narrow it. We can be blind to the needs of others, selfish in 
our quest for having things done in the way that we want 
them done, unwelcoming toward those who differ from us. 
We know that all are welcome in the family of God and so 
open our hearts to your love, and show us the way of 
openness. Hear now our silent prayers of confession. 


 Silent Prayers of Confession 
 Help us dear Jesus, to welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

Amen. 

 

 Words of Assurance 
Friends, God's word assures us that if we confess our sin, God is 
faithful and just, to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all self-
righteousness. Hear and receive this gift of grace. In Jesus Christ we 
are forgiven and renewed. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and renewed. Amen. 

 
 Sacrament of Baptism 

❖ Rohullah Ghanbarbaghaie (Toofan) 
❖ Neghi Karemi (Shahram) 
❖ Hadi Sadeghi (Hadi) 

 
 “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you, and lo, I am with you always, to the 



close of the age.” Obeying the word of our Lord Jesus, and sure of His 
presence with us, we baptize and dedicate those whom He has called to 
be His own. Through the sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into 
Christ’s church and incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation, 
given new birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, 
offered to us without price. 
 

Toofan, Shahram, and Hadi, in presenting yourself for baptism, you 
announce your faith in Jesus Christ, and show that you want to know, 
love, and serve Him as His chosen disciple. Show your purpose by 
answering these questions:  
 

  Pastor:   Who is your Lord and Savior? 
  Toofan, Shahram, Hadi:  JESUS CHRIST IS MY LORD AND SAVIOR. 

  

Pastor:   Do you trust in Jesus Christ?  
Toofan, Shahram, Hadi:  I DO. 
  

Pastor:  Will you be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ, obeying his 
word, showing his love, and putting your whole trust in his 
grace?  

Toofan, Shahram, Hadi:  I WILL. 
 

Pastor: Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist 
evil and injustice in whatever forms they present themselves? 

Toofan, Shahram, Hadi: I DO. 
 

Pastor:   Do you promise to seek the fellowship of the church wherever 
you may be and to support the ministry and mission of the 
church as God calls you? 

Toofan, Shahram, Hadi: I DO. 
 

    ~ The congregation stands. ~ 
 

Pastor:  Do you, the members of this congregation, in the name of the 
whole church of Christ, promise to welcome Toofan, 
Shahram, and Hadi and encourage them to grow as disciples 
of Jesus Christ? 

CONGREGATION:   WE DO. 
 

Pastor:  Will you endeavor, by your example and fellowship, to 
strengthen their family ties with the household of God? 

CONGREGATION:   WE WILL. 
 
Pastor:  Then with one voice, let us say what we believe, using the 

Apostles’ Creed, a statement of faith affirmed by Christians 
around the world over the centuries: 
 



I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.   

 
~ Congregation is seated. ~ 
 
Scripture Readings 

John 11:25 – Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live…” 

John 3:16 – For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life. 

Psalm 91:2 – It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing 
praises to your name, O Most High… 

 
Baptisms 
 

   Prayer:  Gracious God, today we acknowledge that you are the giver of 
all good gifts. Thank you for the gift of new life in your son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, and for the symbol of rebirth and 
renewal that we have in the water of baptism. 

 

We pray for Toofan, Shahram, and Hadi and ask you to give 
them grace to grow in your Word and Spirit to maturity as 
disciples of Jesus. 

 

May they celebrate the good news of your love so that they 
may come to the full knowledge of salvation through faith in 
you, and share their gifts for ministry and mission wherever 
they may be. 

 



ALL: Holy God, remind us all of the promises given in our 
own baptism, and renew our trust in you. By your 
grace, may we live in the hope of the resurrection 
and serve you with joy, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. AMEN.  

 
Presentation of Baptismal Certificates 

 

 Passing of the Peace   
 

 Organ Interlude Pastorale Charles Wesley 
  
 Candle for God’s Global Vision of Compassion, Justice and Peace 
      Victor Greene 
       
 Music  O for the wings of a dove Felix Mendelssohn 
                          Jennifer Young, soloist   Fred Gramann, piano 
 

 
We Hear the Word 

 

 The First Lesson – Psalm 133  Delia Esteban 
  How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!  

It is like the precious oil on the head running down upon the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.  
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. 
For there the LORD ordained his blessing, life for evermore. 

 

  This is the word of the Lord.   
  Thanks be to God.  

 

 Music     Psalm 133 Fred Gramann 
             John Bernard, soloist   Laurana Mitchemore, piano 

 

 The Second Lesson – Acts 10:1-16, 34-35 David Van Cleve 

In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the 
Italian Cohort, as it was called. He was a devout man who feared God 
with all his household; he gave alms generously to the people and 
prayed constantly to God. One afternoon at about three o’clock he had 
a vision in which he clearly saw an angel of God coming in and saying 
to him, “Cornelius.” He stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, 
Lord?” He answered, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a 
memorial before God. Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who 
is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by 
the seaside.” When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two 



of his slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who served 
him, and after telling them everything, he sent them to Joppa. 

About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and 
approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became 
hungry and wanted something to eat; and while it was being prepared, 
he fell into a trance. He saw the heaven opened and something like a  

large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four 
corners. In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and 
birds of the air. Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and 
eat.” But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten 
anything that is profane or unclean.” The voice said to him again, a 
second time, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” 
This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to 
heaven. 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what 
is right is acceptable to him. …” 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Sermon                 An Open Welcome Jodi Fondell 
 
 A Moment of Silent Meditation 
 
 Ringing of the Bells 

  
    We Respond and Are Sent into the World 
 

 Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer (in your mother tongue)  
 Invitation and Prayer for the Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
       
 Offertory Music Lord God of Abraham Felix Mendelssohn 
                            Frédéric Goncalves, soloist  Fred Gramann, piano 
 

 Benediction     
 
 Postlude  Allegro Thomas Arne 

 

 

 

  



The American Church in Paris Online Community 

Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here! During the Covid-19 pandemic, 

the American Church in Paris remains a vibrant community with online resources for 

worship, learning, spiritual formation, and Christian discipleship. In addition to in-person 

worship in our sanctuary, ACP posts livestreamed worship, Children’s Worship 

and much more at acparis.org. Please continue to check our website for the latest 

news and to participate in new opportunities every week. Our mission is “to bear 

witness in word and deed to the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.”  

 

Announcements 

Sunday Worship: Children’s Worship Online is at acparis.org starting at 9h. 
Traditional Worship is in the Sanctuary at 11h, and is livestreamed on Facebook and 
YouTube (see acparis.org for links). We are building a volunteer tech team to run the 
livestream each week; contact secretary@acparis.org if you would like to join the 
team! Contemporary Worship is in the Sanctuary at 14h. Registration is required for 
both Worship in the Sanctuary services; see acparis.org Mondays at 12h to reserve 
your seats. 

Gospel Welcome: Today: You belong here, all belong here. We welcome you! Join 
us for this special Contemporary Worship service at 14h and then meet us across the 
quai for some fellowship time following the service. Bring a snack if you would like! 
Please register at acparis.org. 

In need of prayer? If you would like members of the lay care ministry team, 
members of the prayer chain, and the pastoral team to uphold you in prayer, you may 
contact us at acparis.org/prayers. 

Volunteer Editor for The Spire: ACP's thriving monthly magazine The Spire is 
looking for a volunteer editor-in-chief. Interested? For further information please 
contact us at communications@acparis.org. 

 

ACP Weekly 

African Fellowship Online: Sundays 16h-17h via Zoom. The first Sunday of each 
month is the Fellowship and additional Sundays in the month will be Bible study. 
Please register for the Zoom details at acparis.org. 

Silent Prayer Thursdays at ACP: Thursdays at 19h-20h via Zoom. Join us for 
prayer in silence. We will practice 25 minutes of praying together in stillness 
according to the method of Centering Prayer. This period is followed by the reading 
of a short sacred text according to the method of Lectio Divina. Afterwards, there 
will be an opportunity for sharing. Register at acparis.org for the Zoom link. 

 

 

 

http://acparis.org/
mailto:secretary@acparis.org
mailto:communications@acparis.org


Children's Ministries 

Children’s Worship Online: Sundays online starting at 9h. Visit acparis.org for link 
or contact Allison Wheeler at childrensworship@acparis.org. 

ACP Children's Music Ministry program 2021: The ACP children’s choirs will 
continue via online choir rehearsals sent as private YouTube video links to watch, 
alternating with Zoom rehearsals. See acparis.org/childrensmusic for registration. 

Vacation Bible School 2021: Monday-Thursday, 23-26 August, 9h-12h each day.  
Our theme is "Knights of the North Castle: Quest for the King's Armor," which 
"invites children to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s power by 
exploring how we put on the armor of God." All children from ages 3-10 are 
welcome, and you can register here acparis.org/VBS2021. 

 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

Youth: On break for summer, stay tuned to acparis.org for updates. 

Young Adults: On break for summer, stay tuned to acparis.org for updates. 

 

Adult Ministries 

Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study: Sundays 17h30-19h via Zoom. This Bible 
study on the Book of Acts is hosted by Patti Lafage and Nathaniel Akujuobi, via 
Zoom. All are welcome. To register and receive the Zoom link, please sign up at 
acparis.org. 

Men's Morning Bible Study at ACP: Thursdays 7h30-8h30 via Zoom. 

acparis.org/men-thursday.  

Read all about it – inspiration, information, news, and events from ACP in the most 

recent edition of the Spire. Available on the app, or at acparis.org. 

For more information on all the offerings for children, youth, adults, and 
mission and service opportunities, see acparis.org. 

 

2021 Generosity Campaign 

A Future with Hope – Strengthened through Generosity! 

Jeremiah reminds of us of God's plans for a future with hope. 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare 
and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 

The act of generosity is an integral part, along with faith, love, and kindness, of this 
plan; it inspires hope. 

Your generosity in 2021 enables ACP to provide that hope to hundreds of people each 
day through our in-Sanctuary and online Worship services, traditional and 
contemporary music, and the many missions and ministries and outreach activities. 
Our ministries – our congregation – YOU are making a difference in the lives of 

mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org


individuals. Your generosity is the source of so much good news in this time of 
uncertainty. 

In 2021, as in 2020, ACP is counting on your generosity to allow us to maintain and 
grow our mission and ministries and to reach a growing community online. The 
ongoing Covid-19 crisis has caused dramatic decreases in our wedding revenues and 
certain rentals as a result of limits on gatherings. It is for each of us to look at our 
financial situations, and to prayerfully reflect on how we can provide our church with 
the resources it needs to be the Beacon on the Seine, and a sustaining force in the lives 
of its members and the broader community. 

You can pledge your support to ACP by any amount – small or large as 
your spirit guides you. If you would like to pledge you can do so at 

 
 

Meet our new Senior Pastor,  

Rev. Dr. Paul Rock,  

who will be joining us in August 2021! 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. Paul Thomas Rock grew up in Concord, 

Massachusetts, Springfield, Virginia, and Stillwater, 

Minnesota. Paul has been engaged in mission and pastoral work for 25 years, 

beginning with a three-year stint as a tent-maker missionary in Budapest, Hungary. He 

served as an associate pastor in Santa Clarita, CA (Los Angeles area) and at Fifth 

Avenue Presbyterian in New York City before coming to Second Presbyterian Church 

in Kansas City, Missouri. He received his Doctor of Ministry in 2011 from Drew 

University. He earned his Master of Divinity with honors from Fuller Theological 

Seminary in 1998. Paul has two books published by Westminster John Knox Press. 

Paul is a disciple of Jesus Christ for many reasons. He has always been spiritually 

inclined and curious and was raised in a loving family where Christian faith and 

practice shaped routines and formed character. Through three years of mission work 

and three years of seminary, God’s Spirit lovingly helped Paul reconstruct his young 

adult faith and he fell in love with the Jesus of his Reformed heritage. He is 

tremendously thankful that, throughout his life-long faith journey, he has never felt 

separated from God’s immense and encompassing love for him. Therefore, he is, and 

continues to be, a thankful and committed follower of Jesus Christ. In Paul’s own 

words, “Jesus’s love claims me and gives my life hope, sustaining strength and 

purpose. In response, I try to know, love, serve and follow Christ each day.” 

Paul’s understanding of the Church is that it is a diverse community composed of 

imperfect people, filled with the Spirit, through whom God continues Christ’s work of 

reconciliation and healing in the world. As a part of this community, we are all invited to 

embrace our priestly calling and grow in knowledge, faith and skill so that each of us 

can be actively engaged in the furtherance of God’s Kingdom. As a pastor, Paul 

understands he is not the shepherd, Christ is.  



 

 

 

 



 

ACP Vacation Bible School 2021 

 

Knights of the North Castle: Quest for the King's Armor 

Place: American Church in Paris 
Dates:  Monday to Thursday, 23-26 August  
Times: 9h-12h 
Who: Children ages 3-10 
 

Please mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School at ACP. Our theme is "Knights 
of the North Castle: Quest for the King's Armor," which "invites children to be 
strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s power by exploring how we put on the 
armor of God." 

All children from ages 3-10 are welcome. Although the program will be conducted 
primarily in English, VBS is for open to all children regardless of spoken language or 
level of ability, ages 3-10 years old. 

As long as it remains safe and prudent to do so, we will be hosting VBS in person! This 
means that we will need lots of adult volunteers to assist, so please contact Allison 
Wheeler, Children’s Ministry Director at childrensworship@acparis.org if you'd like to 
join us as a knight at the VBS roundtable. 

Register your child at acparis.org. 

  

mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org


 Ministers of the American Church in Paris 
Ministers   The Entire Congregation 

Interim Senior Pastor The Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart 

  seniorpastor@acparis.org 

Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Jodi Fondell associatepastor@acparis.org 

Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Doug Fondell ap2@acparis.org 

Youth / Young Adult Pastor  Victor Greene (M.Div.) youthpastor@acparis.org 

Children’s Ministry Director The Rev. Allison Wheeler   childrensworship@acparis.org 

Director of Music Fred Gramann music@acparis.org 

Contemporary Music Director Natalie Raynal cmusic@acparis.org 

Youth/Children Music Director  Sara Barton ymusic@acparis.org 

Executive Secretary Heather Walter secretary@acparis.org 

Wedding Coordinator Jörg Kaldewey weddings@acparis.org 
 

www.acparis.org  Twitter.com/AmChurchParis  Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis 

The Ministry of the American Church depends on you 
The American Church’s operating costs depend primarily on the generosity of its 
members and alumni around the world who have been touched by its ministry. If you 
wish your gift to be tax-deductible in the United States, you must make your check 
payable to our parent organization “The American and Foreign Christian Union” (AFCU) 
and put the words “for ACP Stewardship” on the memo line of your check. In France, 
your gift in Euros is deductible under the category “réduction pour dons à des 
organismes d'intérêt général.” The church issues year-end receipts of giving acceptable 
for French tax authorities. Contributions in either euros or US dollars are accepted by 
both the ACP and the AFCU. To find out more about how you can help secure the 
future of the ACP through bequests, charitable trusts, and other forms of planned 
giving, please speak to one of the pastors. If you would like to set up recurring 
electronic fund transfers to facilitate giving, please visit acparis.org to find out how. 
 

 

American Church in Paris 
65 quai d’Orsay, 75007 Paris 

www.acparis.org   tel: 01 40 62 05 00 
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