THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
11 July 2021, 11h00
Welcome to this service of worship
Please observe COVID protocols throughout worship; wear your mask, observe social
distancing, refrain from singing, and greet your neighbor without touch. Offerings
may be made at acparis.org/donate or here today at the welcome table. Please follow
the guidance of ushers, and take or recycle your bulletin. We are happy you are here!

We Gather
Prelude
Prelude on “We all believe in one true God” Johann Ludwig Krebs
Fred Gramann, organ
Fantasia for Trumpet and Organ
Johann Ludwig Krebs
Simon Fournier, trumpet Fred Gramann, organ
Welcome and Greeting
Odette Lockwood-Stewart
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
 Call to Worship (based on Psalm 24)
Odette Lockwood-Stewart
The earth is the LORD's and all that is in it, the world,
and those who live in it;
For he has founded it on the seas,
and established it on the rivers.
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
Who shall stand in his holy place?
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their
souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully.
They will receive blessing from the LORD,
and vindication from the God of their salvation.
 Bells and Call to Confession

Prayer of Common Confession
Holy God, set us to rights. When we wander ‒ or outright
march ‒ far from your ways, gather us up and set us back on
the paths that you have laid for us. Teach us the ways of
humility, not to think less of ourselves, but to think of
ourselves less. Prune away whatever we have cultivated
within ourselves that is not useful to your purposes, and fill
us with your wisdom and your insight. Amen.
 Silent Prayers of Confession
 Words of Assurance
The Lord God has pledged to us an inheritance of redemption, and has
sealed us with the promise of the Holy Spirit. We have been chosen,
adopted as children of the Most High God. There is no glory greater
than this.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
The Sacrament of Baptism for Esther Gabriella Munigety
Daughter of Joshua Munigety and Deepthi Pondugala
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”
Obeying the word of our Lord Jesus, and sure of His presence with
us, we baptize and dedicate those whom He has called to be His
own. Through the sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into
Christ’s church and incorporated into God’s mighty acts of
salvation, given new birth through water and the Spirit. All this is
God’s gift, offered to us without price.
In presenting your daughter for baptism, you affirm your faith in
Jesus Christ and declare that you intend for Esther to become his
disciple. Please show your purpose by answering these questions:
Pastor:
PARENTS:

Who is your Lord and Savior?
JESUS CHRIST IS MY LORD AND SAVIOR.

Pastor:
PARENTS:

Do you trust in Jesus Christ?
WE DO.

Pastor:

Do you claim God's covenant promises for
your daughter, and do you look in faith to the
Lord Jesus Christ for her salvation, and put
your whole trust in his grace?
WE DO.

PARENTS:

Pastor:
PARENTS:
Pastor:

PARENTS:

Do you accept the freedom and power God
gives you to resist evil and injustice in
whatever forms they present themselves?
WE DO.
Do you promise to seek the fellowship of the
church wherever you may be and to receive
spiritual support and encouragement as you
raise your daughter in the Christian faith?
WE DO.
~ The congregation stands. ~

Pastor:

Do you, the members of this congregation, in
the name of the whole church of Christ,
promise to welcome Esther and encourage
her to grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ?
CONGREGATION: WE DO.
Pastor:

Will you endeavor, by your example and
fellowship, to strengthen her family ties with
the household of God?
CONGREGATION: WE WILL.
Pastor:

Then with one voice, let us say what we believe, using
the Apostles’ Creed, a statement of faith affirmed by
Christians around the world over the centuries:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
~ Congregation is seated. ~

Scripture Reading: Psalm 139:14-16
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. My
frame was not hidden from you, when I was being
made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the
earth. Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In
your book were written all the days that were formed
for me, when none of them as yet existed.
Baptism
Prayer:

Gracious God, today we acknowledge that you are the
giver of all good gifts. Thank you for the gift of new life
in your son Jesus Christ our Lord, and for the symbol of
rebirth and renewal that we have in the water of
baptism.
We pray for Esther and ask you to give her grace to grow
in your Word and Spirit to maturity as a disciple of
Jesus.
Bless Joshua and Deepthi that they might love with your
love and embody the gospel for their daughter. May
they, and her sister, Elisheba always know your
goodness and your truth, and celebrate the good news of
your love so that one day Esther may come to accept
your grace for herself, and full knowledge of salvation
through faith in you.

ALL:

Holy God, remind us all of the promises given in
our own baptism, and renew our trust in you.
By your grace, may we live in the hope of the
resurrection and serve you with joy, for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

Presentation of Baptismal Certificate
 Passing of the Peace
Music

Maestoso
Henry Purcell
Simon Fournier, trumpet Fred Gramann, organ

Candle for God’s Global Vision of Compassion, Justice and Peace
Jim Lockwood-Stewart

We Hear the Word
The First Lesson – Ephesians 1:3-14
Daniel Grout
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be
holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as
his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in
the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that
he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of
his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we,
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory.
In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of
the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Music

Love Divine
HYFRYDOL, arr. Fred Gramann
The ACP Bronze Ensemble

 The Second Lesson – 2 Samuel 6:5, 12-23
Delia Esteban
 David and all the house of Israel were dancing before the LORD with all
their might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and
castanets and cymbals.
It was told King David, “The LORD has blessed the household of
Obededom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God.” So
David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of
Obededom to the city of David with rejoicing; and when those who bore
the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a
fatling. David danced before the LORD with all his might; David was
girded with a linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought
up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound of the
trumpet.

As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal daughter of
Saul looked out of the window, and saw King David leaping and
dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart.
They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the
tent that David had pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings
and offerings of well-being before the LORD. When David had finished
offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed
the people in the name of the LORD of hosts, and distributed food
among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and
women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins.
Then all the people went back to their homes.
David returned to bless his household. But Michal the daughter of Saul
came out to meet David, and said, “How the king of Israel honored
himself today, uncovering himself today before the eyes of his servants’
maids, as any vulgar fellow might shamelessly uncover himself!” David
said to Michal, “It was before the LORD, who chose me in place of your
father and all his household, to appoint me as prince over Israel, the
people of the LORD, that I have danced before the LORD. I will make
myself yet more contemptible than this, and I will be abased in my own
eyes; but by the maids of whom you have spoken, by them I shall be
held in honor.” And Michal the daughter of Saul had no child to the day
of her death.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Music

Domine Deus
Antonio Vivaldi
Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
Caroline Drury, soloist Simon Fournier, trumpet
Fred Gramann, organ

Sermon

Blue Notes

Allison Wheeler

A Moment of Silent Meditation
Ringing of the Bells
We Respond and Are Sent into the World
Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer (in your mother tongue)
Invitation and Prayer for the Giving of Tithes and Offerings
Jim Lockwood-Stewart
Offertory Music
Pie Jesu
Andrew Lloyd Webber
Caroline Drury and Jennifer Young, duet
Fred Gramann, piano

Benediction
Postlude

Allison Wheeler

March in C
Henry Purcell
Simon Fournier, trumpet Fred Gramann, organ

The American Church in Paris Online Community
Welcome to worship! We are so glad that you are here! During the Covid-19 pandemic,
the American Church in Paris remains a vibrant community with online resources for
worship, learning, spiritual formation, and Christian discipleship. In addition to in-person
worship in our sanctuary, ACP posts livestreamed worship and much more at
acparis.org. Please continue to check our website for the latest news and to
participate in new opportunities every week. Our mission is “to bear witness in word
and deed to the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.”

Announcements
Sunday Worship: Traditional Worship is in the Sanctuary at 11h and is livestreamed on
Facebook and YouTube (see acparis.org for links). We are building a volunteer tech
team to run the livestream each week; contact secretary@acparis.org if you would like
to join the team! Contemporary Worship is in the Sanctuary at 14h. Registration is
required for both Worship in the Sanctuary services; see acparis.org Mondays at 12h to
reserve your seats.
ACP Special Meeting of the Church Membership on 25 July at 16h via Zoom to
vote to call the incoming Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adult Ministries. Save
the date!
The Council of the American Church in Paris requests the presence of all voting
members of the ACP – and welcomes all congregants – to attend the Special Meeting
of the Church Membership via Zoom video conference. The purpose of the meeting,
and sole agenda item, is to vote to call the incoming Associate Pastor recommended
by the ACP Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adult Ministries Search
Committee. This meeting will be held virtually online due to Covid-19 constraints, and
in the afternoon so members who attend the Worship in the Sanctuary services can
also attend. The meeting link, instructions, and meeting documents will be sent via
email.
Please plan to attend this virtual meeting, but if you cannot be present, make sure
your vote counts by completing the electronic proxy at acparis.org/proxy. We kindly
request that you submit your electronic proxy by Saturday 24 July, in order to save
time at the Special Meeting. We will be voting on important church business during
the video conference. The Zoom virtual meeting system allows only one vote per
connected device. If your household includes more than one ACP member, please
have each member log-on with separate devices or fill out an electronic proxy
(acparis.org/proxy) for each additional ACP member on the same device. If you have
any questions, please contact connections@acparis.org.

In need of prayer? If you would like members of the lay care ministry team,
members of the prayer chain, and the pastoral team to uphold you in prayer, you may
contact us at acparis.org/prayers.
Volunteer Editor for The Spire: ACP's thriving monthly magazine The Spire is
looking for a volunteer editor-in-chief. Interested? For further information please
contact us at communications@acparis.org.

ACP Weekly
African Fellowship Online: Sundays 16h-17h via Zoom. The first Sunday of each
month is the Fellowship and additional Sundays in the month will be Bible study.
Please register for the Zoom details at acparis.org.
Thursdays with Paul: Thursdays on our weekly E-blast and posted at acparis.org.
We invite you get to know our called Senior Pastor, Rev. Dr. Paul Rock, via a
series of short video conversations where he thoughtfully answers questions that
were asked by ACP members during our Special Congregational Meeting of 30
May 2021.
Silent Prayer Thursdays at ACP: Thursdays at 19h-20h via Zoom. Join us for
prayer in silence. We will practice 25 minutes of praying together in stillness
according to the method of Centering Prayer. This period is followed by the reading
of a short sacred text according to the method of Lectio Divina. Afterwards, there
will be an opportunity for sharing. Register at acparis.org for the Zoom link.

Children's Ministries
Children’s Worship: On break for summer, stay tuned to acparis.org for updates.
Vacation Bible School 2021: Monday-Thursday, 23-26 August, 9h-12h each day.
Our theme is "Knights of the North Castle: Quest for the King's Armor," which
"invites children to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s power by
exploring how we put on the armor of God." All children from ages 3-10 are
welcome, and you can register here acparis.org/VBS2021.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Youth/Young Adults: On break for summer, stay tuned to acparis.org for updates.

Adult Ministries
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study: Sundays 17h30-19h via Zoom. This Bible
study on the Book of Acts is hosted by Patti Lafage and Nathaniel Akujuobi, via
Zoom. All are welcome. To register and receive the Zoom link: acparis.org.
Men's Morning Bible Study at ACP: Thursdays 7h30-8h30 via Zoom.
acparis.org/men-thursday.
Read all about it – inspiration, information, news, and events from ACP in the most
recent edition of the Spire. Available on the app, or at acparis.org.
For more information on all the offerings for children, youth, adults, and
mission and service opportunities, see acparis.org.

Meet our new Senior Pastor, Rev.
Dr. Paul Rock,
who will be joining us in August
2021!
The Rev. Dr. Paul Thomas Rock grew up
in Concord, Massachusetts, Springfield,
Virginia, and Stillwater, Minnesota. Paul
has been engaged in mission and pastoral
work for 25 years, beginning with a threeyear stint as a tent-maker missionary in
Budapest, Hungary. He served as an
associate pastor in Santa Clarita, CA (Los
Angeles area) and at Fifth Avenue
Presbyterian in New York City before coming to Second Presbyterian Church in
Kansas City, Missouri. He received his Doctor of Ministry in 2011 from Drew University.
He earned his Master of Divinity with honors from Fuller Theological Seminary in 1998.
Paul has two books published by Westminster John Knox Press.
Paul is a disciple of Jesus Christ for many reasons. He has always been spiritually
inclined and curious and was raised in a loving family where Christian faith and
practice shaped routines and formed character. Through three years of mission work
and three years of seminary, God’s Spirit lovingly helped Paul reconstruct his young
adult faith and he fell in love with the Jesus of his Reformed heritage. He is
tremendously thankful that, throughout his life-long faith journey, he has never felt
separated from God’s immense and encompassing love for him. Therefore, he is, and
continues to be, a thankful and committed follower of Jesus Christ. In Paul’s own
words, “Jesus’s love claims me and gives my life hope, sustaining strength and
purpose. In response, I try to know, love, serve and follow Christ each day.”
Paul’s understanding of the Church is that it is a diverse community composed of
imperfect people, filled with the Spirit, through whom God continues Christ’s work of
reconciliation and healing in the world. As a part of this community, we are all invited to
embrace our priestly calling and grow in knowledge, faith and skill so that each of us
can be actively engaged in the furtherance of God’s Kingdom. As a pastor, Paul
understands he is not the shepherd, Christ is.

ACP Vacation Bible School 2021

Knights of the North Castle: Quest for the King's Armor
Place: American Church in Paris
Dates: Monday to Thursday, 23-26 August
Times: 9h-12h
Who: Children ages 3-10
Please mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School at ACP. Our theme is "Knights
of the North Castle: Quest for the King's Armor," which "invites children to be
strong in the Lord and in the strength of God’s power by exploring how we put on the
armor of God."
All children from ages 3-10 are welcome. Although the program will be conducted
primarily in English, VBS is for open to all children regardless of spoken language or
level of ability, ages 3-10 years old.
As long as it remains safe and prudent to do so, we will be hosting VBS in person! This
means that we will need lots of adult volunteers to assist, so please contact Allison
Wheeler, Children’s Ministry Director at childrensworship@acparis.org if you'd like to
join us as a knight at the VBS roundtable.
Register your child at acparis.org.

Ministers of the American Church in Paris
Ministers
Interim Senior Pastor

The Entire Congregation
The Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart
seniorpastor@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor
The Rev. Jodi Fondell
associatepastor@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor
The Rev. Doug Fondell
ap2@acparis.org
Children’s Ministry Director The Rev. Allison Wheeler childrensworship@acparis.org
Director of Music
Fred Gramann
music@acparis.org
Contemporary Music Director Natalie Raynal
cmusic@acparis.org
Youth/Children Music Director Sara Barton
ymusic@acparis.org
Executive Secretary
Heather Walter
secretary@acparis.org
Wedding Coordinator
Jörg Kaldewey
weddings@acparis.org
www.acparis.org Twitter.com/AmChurchParis Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis

The Ministry of the American Church depends on you
The American Church’s operating costs depend primarily on the generosity of its
members and alumni around the world who have been touched by its ministry. If you
wish your gift to be tax-deductible in the United States, you must make your check
payable to our parent organization “The American and Foreign Christian Union” (AFCU)
and put the words “for ACP Stewardship” on the memo line of your check. In France,
your gift in Euros is deductible under the category “réduction pour dons à des
organismes d'intérêt général.” The church issues year-end receipts of giving acceptable
for French tax authorities. Contributions in either euros or US dollars are accepted by
both the ACP and the AFCU. To find out more about how you can help secure the
future of the ACP through bequests, charitable trusts, and other forms of planned
giving, please speak to one of the pastors. If you would like to set up recurring
electronic fund transfers to facilitate giving, please visit acparis.org to find out how.

American Church in Paris
65 quai d’Orsay, 75007 Paris
www.acparis.org tel: 01 40 62 05 00

