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Welcome, we are so happy you are here!
At ACP, we are called by God to love and welcome people of all socio-economic
backgrounds, ethnicities, races, nationalities, gender identities, and sexual orientations.
Mask wearing is no longer obligatory, but recommended as a courtesy to fellow
congregants. If you didn’t bring a mask and would like one, please ask an usher.
Creation Care is important to us, so please take or recycle your bulletin after the service.
Corporate words are in bold. You are invited to rise when you see this symbol.

We Gather
Prelude

Sara Barton, organ

Welcome, Greeting
Paul Rock
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Call to Worship
Friends, we are chosen. A royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people of God’s own possession.

Kate Snipes

And so we sing of the wonderful acts of the one who called us
out of darkness into light.
Once we weren’t a people, but now we are all God’s people.
Once we hadn’t received mercy, but now we have.
Let’s worship together!
Hymn

There Is Room in God’s Great Welcome
tune: HOLY MANNA (Hymn No. 268)
Text: Copyright © 2016 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

There is room in God's great welcome;
See! The doors are open wide!
Here on earth as in God's heaven,
hear the call to come inside!
There is so much room for difference —
men and women, gay and straight.
In God's love, the rooms are countless,
but there is no room for hate.

There is welcome in each nation
if we stand on justice-ground.
God has made a good creation;
colors, cultures all abound.
Welcome, sister! Welcome, brother!
All those yearning to breathe free!
There is room for one another
but no room for bigotry.
There is room in faithful churches
for the wounded and oppressed:
People who've been told they're worthless,
refugees who feel distressed,
Immigrants who fear the future,
people scorned and pushed and shoved.
God, may we seek what you treasure:
may we all make room for love.
Prayer of Common Confession
(adapted - Cole Arthur Riley)
God, even as we come together, we confess that we have
become too used to the sounds of our own loneliness. With
so much abandonment, we struggle to believe there are
those who truly, honestly want to be with us; to know us, to
share life with us. Please, Spirit, form me again—form us
again—to be a people of mutual responsibility; allowing
others to care for us as we participate in restoration and
care for each other. (time of silent prayer)
Words of Assurance
Friends, God does not desire us to be alone, but longs for us to be a
community that can both hold lament and share deep laughter
We will belong to each other, knowing that our burdens,
hopes and liberation are shared in our life in Christ. Amen
Gloria Patri, No. 579
Children’s Blessing

Allison Wheeler

Passing of the Peace
Children may come forward for a pastoral blessing and then go to their worship space.

Music

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)

Georges Bizet

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us. Lamb of God, grant us peace.
Frédéric Goncalves, soloist Laurana Mitchemore, piano

Sermon Series: Practicing Ubuntu - How to be Loving in Our
Fiercely Divided World
Ubuntu = Zulu “I Am Because You/We Are.”

Sermon

THE Most Important Thing? You Belong
(Isaiah 43:1-7 page 585 in the pew Bibles)

Paul Rock

We Respond and Are Sent into the World
Prayers of the People

Reggie Williams

We bring our struggles, celebrations, and selves to God.

The Lord’s Prayer (in your mother tongue)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen

Call for Offering
Offertory Solo
Im Abendrot
Franz Schubert
How lovely is your world, Father, in its golden radiance when
your glory descends and paints the dust with glitter; when the red
light that shines from the clouds falls silently upon my window.
Frédéric Goncalves, soloist
Laurana Mitchelmore, piano
Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
In heav’n above and earth below!
One God, three persons, we adore;
To God be praise forevermore!
Prayer of Dedication
Hymn No. 332

Kate Snipes
Live Into Hope

Benediction
Congregational Amen, No. 586

tune: TRURO

Paul Rock

For announcements and upcoming events, please view at
acparis.org/announcements (scan the QR code here) or on
ACP’s mobile app, available at acparis.org/get-the-app.
For more information on all the offerings for children, youth,
adults, and mission and service opportunities, see acparis.org.
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The Ministry of the American Church depends on you
The American Church in Paris depends on the generosity of members and alumni in Paris
and worldwide who continue to be touched by its ministries. Please give at
acparis.org/donate
(QR
code
below), email acctg@acparis.org, or visit
acparis.org/support-us for more information on being a part of ACP’s ministry through
regular stewardship or planned giving. You can also speak with a pastor after today’s
service. Gifts by those subject to French income tax receive a 66%
reduction in their tax due (up to 20% of taxable income). The after-tax cost
of your support is therefore only €34 for a €100 gift. This applies to gifts
made online, by check or by bank transfer in EUR to The American Church
in Paris. For those who may prefer the charitable deduction from taxable
income in the US, checks in US dollars should be made out to The
American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) and marked “ACP
Stewardship”.
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