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Reflections 

from 

The Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart  
Interim Senior Pastor 

…/… continued, next page 

Jesus said to John, “I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end.”  

- Revelation 21:6 

The season of Advent is a time to expect, 

prepare, and draw close to God’s will on earth as in 

heaven, to God’s plans for us, to a future with hope.  

God’s plan? Jesus.  

At the darkest time of the year, in the longest nights, we 

remember, and we look forward, by breaking open our 

hearts and lives to Jesus, who saves us and sets us free. 

Our past, present and future come together in Christ. As 

we sing in the beloved Christmas carol, “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem”… “The hopes and fears of all the years” are 

met in Jesus Christ. 

This Advent we are on a long journey 

on a very dark night. We await the birth 

of the baby Jesus in the manger AND 

we await the return of the Christ of 

the cosmos.  

At the center point of the six darkest 

weeks of the year in this hemisphere we 

turn to the Light of the World. We 

await the arrival of the Light of the 

world here and now, in our messed-up 

2020 lives and world.  

The heavenly and earthly signs… falling 

stars, wars and distress and sufferings 

that are not simply a prelude to the end 

of history, but a reminder and 

assurance that throughout history, as 

well as at the end of history, the same God we know in 

Jesus will be the God who comes to us.  

The alternative to searching the skies or current events for 

the end times and examining who will be gathered in and 

who will be not, is to search Jesus’ life and teachings, his 

healings and miracles, passion, crucifixion and 

resurrection. Because who Jesus was and is will show us 

what we are waiting for, and show us how to watch, wait, 

and hope.  

Writing in the New York Times on 30 November, Kate 

Murphy said, 

“When there are discrepancies between expectations and 

reality, all kinds of distress signals go off in the brain. It 

doesn’t matter if it is a holiday or a more mundane 

habit: If you can’t do it the way you normally do it, 

you’re biologically engineered to get upset.” 

Without a doubt, these are distressing times in more ways 

than we can count. And yet placing our hope in Christ in 

community, we have found new ways to worship, pray, to 

celebrate communion, to share fellowship, to grow in 

discipleship, to study God’s Word, to grow in faith, reach 

out in love, and work for justice. Going to church becomes 

being church. 

Christian writer Anne Lamott says, “By 

showing up with hope to help others, 

I’m guaranteed that hope is present. 

Then my own hope increases.” 

Fred Rogers, otherwise known as Mr. 

Rogers, friend to children of every age, 

once said, “When I was a boy and I 

would see scary things in the news, 

my mother would say to me, 'Look for 

the helpers. You will always find 

people who are helping’.” 

That is an inspiring part of the 

community of the American Church in 

Paris… the helpers who are present in 

hidden as well as visible ways. When 

new leadership for a mission and 

outreach feeding ministry was needed, 

help came from many people. Glory to God and food for 

people. When the pandemic meant that ACP could not 

host our refugee overnight guests for 100 Nights of 

Welcome, two young leaders had a new vision for a 

permanent residence by opening homes and 

creating community.  

However dark the night in which we live, Christ has 

already come. “For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine 

out of darkness,’ who has shone in our hearts to give the 
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Reflections, continued …/…  

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ.”  ‒ 2 Corinthians 4:6 

I look forward to a worshipful Advent and 

Christmas in which we share from the depth and breadth 

of our very different life experiences the importance of 

our relationship with God in community. 

In addition to gathering in the sanctuary and online each 

Sunday, to a beautiful Longest Night service, and three 

wondrous Christmas Eve celebrations, on 27 December 

we will welcome the Reverend Dr. Steed Davidson as our 

guest preacher. I am thrilled to be able to introduce you 

to this beloved brother in Christ, and brilliant scholar 

and preacher (see introduction below). 

This Advent we wait for our hopes and fears to be met on 

Christmas… once again and always… in loving memory 

and expectant hope, in the light and life of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

Sunday Women’s Fellowship  
Sunday 13 December 

16h via Zoom 

The Grace and peace of Christ be with you this Advent and Christmas. 

Pastor Odette 

ACP is blessed to welcome Steed Davidson, Dean of the Faculty and 

Vice President of Academic Affairs, Professor of Hebrew Bible at 

McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, Illinois to preach on the 

first Sunday after Christmas, 27 December. He will be preaching on 

Daniel 3: 17-18, “The Hope in the Fire." 

Dr. Davidson is author of Empire and Exile: Postcolonial Readings of 

the Book of Jeremiah, co-editor of Islands, Islanders and the Bible: 

RumiNations, and is currently co-authoring Postcolonial Biblical 

Criticism: A Guide for the Perplexed.  

He is a native of Trinidad and Tobago, and earned a Ph.D. in Hebrew Bible from Union 

Theological Seminary in the City of New York. He received an S.T.M. from Boston University, 

an M.A. from the University of the West Indies, and a Diploma of Ministerial Studies from the 

United Theological College of the West Indies. He is an ordained elder in the United 

Methodist Church. 

Join us via Zoom (for the moment) for a time of fellowship; meeting 

other women, and listening to a testimony or presentation that offers 

words of encouragement, insight, or points of reflection for our daily 

walk with Jesus. All women are welcome. 

On Sunday 13 December at 16h, we will reflect on the meaning of 

the Advent season and hear from Rev. Jodi Fondell about the 

tradition of Lucia Day, widely celebrated in Scandinavia.  

Register to join the Zoom at acparis.org.  

Reverend Dr. Steed Davidson preaches at ACP 

Sunday 27 December 

The Hope in the Fire  

https://acparis.org
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Capturing again...the Christmas spirit! 

Sisters and brothers of ACP,  

Once again it's time to turn our thoughts, our attention, 

our sentiment and sophistication to the birth of our Savior 

and Lord. The opportunity is ours to position ourselves to 

capture, or at least to pretend to capture the expressions 

of celebration relating to “the Christmas spirit.”  

Only this year is different! In the hearts and minds of 

many there has simply been too much loss, too much 

disappointment, too much isolation, and too many 

traditions cancelled or changed. It leaves us to 

wonder,“What's left to celebrate?”  

These feelings of loss and disappointment are real, and for 

many they run very deep, and yet perhaps there are ways 

to capture the Christmas spirit in the midst of very blue 

and troubling times. 

Something about the season of Christmas makes it 

difficult for us to withhold our thoughts and feelings about 

it. From a Christian perspective, that “something” is still, 

and forever will be the reality that on a blessed night in 

Bethlehem over two thousand years ago, our Savior was 

born and his name was called Immanuel ‒ God with us! 

Nothing will ever change, diminish, or overwhelm this 

message. Christmas is about 

a Savior… our Savior freely 

given to us. Christmas is 

about Immanuel… our God 

who has chosen to make His 

home with us and within us.  

What's left to celebrate? 

That which matters most ‒ 

the gift/the love of God, a gift that will never ever be 

stolen away. Let this truth simmer for a while. Then let it 

steep to a boil ‒ to the point where it spills over causing 

you to sing fa la la la la in the most unexpected of times 

and places.  

Although the pageantry, the concerts, the parties, the 

traditions won't be the same this year, joy can still be 

captured in knowing how genuinely loved we are by Jesus. 

Joy can emerge as we seek to be living expressions of His 

love for the sake of others who are feeling unloved, for the 

sake of those who stand in need. The spirit of Christmas 

will come alive as we look for creative ways to 

communicate our love and appreciation for the people 

who are a part of our lives.  

Everything is different this Christmas season… but then 

again, “something remains the same.” As Christians, we 

know what that “something” is. Let the story of Christmas 

break in and speak to your heart in unexpected ways. Let 

it move you to bow down in worship as you delight in 

what God has done for the love of you.  

Take joy in Christmas traditions you can keep. Take time 

to savor the aromas that waft from the kitchen oven. Take 

time to treasure cards and gifts given and received. Take 

time to reach out to a friend or family member who is 

feeling isolated. Celebrate your Christmas decorating and 

be reminded that Christ has decorated your life with his 

love and compassion. Sing out the carols so loudly your 

neighbors wonder what's gotten into you.  

In the chaos and confusion of last-minute Christmas 

shopping be reminded that there is a hope and a peace 

that transcend the confusion of our days. Look into the 

faces of others, even strangers on the streets, and realize 

the alleluia that God has 

written upon each of 

their hearts. 

What's left to celebrate this 

Christmas? The gift/the love 

of God… a gift that will never 

be stolen away. Even in one 

of the most challenging years 

that any of us have faced, we 

can capture the Christmas spirit afresh. All it requires is 

opening our hearts to receive that special something! 

With gratitude to Christ, we celebrate the gift that the ACP 

family has been to us.  

by the Reverends Jodi and Doug Fondell 

Interim Associate Pastors 

Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel, which means “God is with us.” - Matthew 1:23 

“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give 

birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which 

means ‘God is with us.’”'  
Merry Christmas, 

Pastors Doug and Jodi  
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Bible readings for December 
6 December, Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

Mark 1:1-8 

 

13 December, Third Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 61:1-4  

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

20 December, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10  

Luke 1:26-38 

 

24 December, Christmas Eve  

Isaiah 9: 2-7  

Isaiah 52:7-10  

Isaiah 62:6-12 

Psalm 96  

Titus 2:11-14  

Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:1-7, 8-20 

Psalm 97  

Psalm 98  

Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)  

John 1:1-14 

27 December, First Sunday after Christmas Day  

Isaiah 61:10-62:3  

Psalm 148  

Galatians 4:4-7  

Luke 2:22 

ACP is honored to welcome Dr. Munayer as he shares his 

story of working toward peace and reconciliation in Israel-

Palestine. Dr. Munayer is Executive Director of Musalaha 

Ministry of Reconciliation, an organization he founded in 

1990. For more than 25 years, Musalaha has been bringing 

Israelis and Palestinians together, facilitating reconciliation. 

A Palestinian–Israeli born in Lod as one of six children, 

Salim received his B.A. from Tel Aviv University in History 

and Geography. After his B.A. graduation, Salim did 

graduate studies in New Testament studies at Pepperdine 

University. Salim then earned an M.A. at Fuller Theological 

Seminary and Ph.D. from the Oxford Centre for Mission 

Studies in the UK, where his doctoral dissertation was 

entitled “The Ethnic Identity of Palestinian Arab Christian 

Adolescents in Israel.” 

Salim has authored several books on reconciliation, the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Christians in Israel, and 

Christians under the Palestinian Authority. Salim’s most 

recent work is Through My Enemy’s Eyes, Envisioning 

Reconciliation in Israel-Palestine, co–authored with 

December Thurber Conversation 

Encountering the Christ-Child through my enemy's eyes 
Envisioning reconciliation in Israel-Palestine 

Lisa Loden. Salim served as academic dean of the 

esteemed Bethlehem Bible College from 1989 to 

2008, and he continues there as professor. Salim is 

married to Kay and has four sons, Jack, Daniel, 

John and Sam. 

Join us on 8 December live from Bethlehem, as we 

engage with Dr. Munayer and the work he is doing 

through Musalaha Ministries. Register here. 

**** 

Thurber Conversations are organized as an adult 

community gathering and growth time, open to all.  

Video recordings of selected past Thurber Lectures 

and Conversations here. 

A virtual evening with Dr. Salim J. Munayer 

Tuesday 8 December at 19h30 via Zoom  

Live from Bethlehem!  

https://acparis.churchcenter.com/people/forms/193871
https://www.acparis.org/prayer-learning-54533/thurber-lecture-archives
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Follow the American Church in Paris on social media  

@AmChurchParis  /AmericanChurchParis 

ACParis.org    

Click @ connect! 
As we live through these troubled and troubling times, know that you are a beloved child of God, that you can trust in 
the truth of God’s goodness, and in the prayers and presence of this Christian community.  

Sundays - Worship/Coffee Fellowship Online 

Mondays - Musings with the Maestro with Fred Gramann and ACP Musicians 

Tuesdays - Advent Resources for Families from Pastor Allison Wheeler 

Wednesdays - Contemporary Advent Vespers with Natalie Raynal and ACP Contemporary Worship Musicians 

Thursdays - Communion with Pastor Odette 

Fridays and Saturdays - Lectio Divina at ACP, an Advent Journey  

Study groups: Complete list here: acparis.org/prayer-learning 

Resources for children: Helping children deal with stress, including 
puppet shows acparis.org/worship-mission 

Thurber lectures: Tap the recordings of our inspiring Thurber lecturers 
here acparis.org/prayer-learning  

ACP Today radio show: Listen in to the latest insightful broadcasts of 
discussions and interviews, acparis.org/acp-today 

The Spire: Read it online at acparis.org/Spire-newsletter  

Get into the spirit with An Advent Adventure  

Don’t forget to download the ACP App!  

To see the Sunday bulletin: 

1. launch the app;  

2. click on “messages” at the bottom;  

3. click on “bulletins” at the top. 

Sunday Worship at the ACP 

Worship services currently take place in the Sanctuary on Sundays at 11h.  

On Sundays 13 & 20 December at 14h, ACP’s Contemporary Music Band  
will lead Advent Open Doors with music, prayer, scripture, and silence.  

Capacity is limited and seating is reserved because of Covid-19 protocols.  

To register, please visit acparis.org/register. 

These services are different from those before the pandemic,  

but we hope are still honoring to God and inspiring to our congregation  

and our extended community.  

We will continue the online Worship Services on acparis.org  

for the foreseeable future. 

https://twitter.com/amchurchparis
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis
https://www.acparis.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&layout=edit&id=2104
https://www.acparis.org/monday-musings
https://www.acparis.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&layout=edit&id=2135
https://www.acparis.org/sanctuary-sessions
https://www.acparis.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&layout=edit&id=2112
https://www.acparis.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&layout=edit&id=2124
https://acparis.org/prayer-learning-54533/study-groups-22840
https://acparis.org/worship-mission-63276/childrens-worship-35890
https://acparis.org/prayer-learning-54533/thurber/2086-virtual-thurber-conversation-nov-2020
https://acparis.org/acp-today-53329/366-acp-today-faith-talk-from-paris-
https://acparis.org/spire-newsletter-80350
https://vimeo.com/484222144
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Despite all the uncertainties encountered this year, which have greatly impacted our usual 

activities, the Community Life Committee remains hopeful, and is constantly looking for 

avenues to connect with our members. We are innovating, taking into consideration safety 

guidelines in order to prioritise health.  

For many years the Community Life committee has focused on serving the church by assisting in welcoming events and in 

various volunteering programs, of which Christmas is a big part. We do not want this Christmas to be any different even if 

certain obvious adjustments have to be made in order to comply with the Covid-19 protocols. We are organizing some 

traditional Christmas events to connect the ACP congregation as much as possible. So please plan to join us for our:  

Zoom Christmas party 

Sunday 20 December at 17h 

We are excited about organizing a Christmas Zoom party on Sunday 20 December. Traditionally, there have been 

various interesting events in the church to celebrate the birth of Christ, such as the Children’s Ministry gracing us with 

wonderful performances and the Women’s Ministry meeting to sing Christmas carols. Then there is the annual Christmas 

Eve cookies and eggnog reception after the last service, much appreciated by all, but it is unclear if this will be possible.  

For this year’s maiden Zoom Christmas party, we plan on engaging the congregants in interesting activities and 

conversations they can enjoy with their families from home. We invite all to zoom in, 

dressed in festive Christmas attire, and enjoy games, music, and other surprises.  

Please sign up on the website for our virtual Christmas party as we seek to make new 

memories during this extraordinary year. Meanwhile, we are waiting on more news 

from the government and the ACP task force in order to plan for other 

traditional events.  

We humbly take this opportunity to welcome all interested persons who would like to 

volunteer and serve in the near future. Email us at communitylife@acparis.org. 

Community Life at ACP 

Christmas 2020 
by Kuukua Bentsi-Enchill and Kym Stewart 

ACP Community Life  

Christmas Pie Fundraiser 
Celebrate this Christmas with a taste of home. ACP Community Life is offering 
holidays pie for your year-end celebrations.  

We will offer three types of pies: sweet potato, pumpkin, and pecan pie. Why not 
try all three? The minimum suggested donation for each pie is 35€ per pie. This will 
cover the cost of the ingredients, and the rest of your donation will go directly 
toward reaching ACP's year-end giving goals. We invite you to consider making a 
special donation, if you are financially able to do so. Let's reach our goal together! 

Please be sure to fill in the “pie choice” field. For example: If you order 3 pies, 
please state “1 of each" or "3 sweet potato" or whatever suits your taste buds 
best!  

Order online at acparis.org. Deadline: Monday 21 December 

Pick-up will take place in the ACP theater on 23 December from 15h-17h, and 24 
December from 12h30-15h. Please bring your email confirmation when you pick up 
your pie to help us keep track of your order.  

All unclaimed pies will be donated to those in need. 

If you have any questions, please contact ACP Community Life here. 

mailto:communitylife@acparis.org
https://acparis.org
http://blog.acparis.org/aslp34qwfk/20-community-life-committee
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Longest Night service 
Monday 21 December, 18h 

by Kate Snipes 

We find ourselves near the end of a difficult year this Advent season, both for the entire world and for many in our 
congregation. During this time of holiday celebrations where voices are traditionally lifted in joy, those suffering may find their 
pain becomes more acute in contrast to the joy around them. Last year, Fran Michalek, the visiting Pastor’s wife, re-introduced 
the Longest Night Service, and we will honor it again on this year’s Longest Night, the winter solstice, at 18h on 21 December.  

ACP will host a live service for those members who need the space and time to honor lost loved ones, and to reflect on lost 
hopes in this challenging year. As we observe our grief, let us also anticipate sincere hopes and dreams to come. 

We recognize that while some Christians are alight with joy during the Christmas season, for many others it is a painful time. 
Some may grieve the death of a loved one; the loss of a job, a dream, or a marriage; experience financial or health concerns, 
loneliness, or hopelessness. 

For some, the trials of this difficult year may have resulted in a lack of faith, or a loss of faith. This day is also the traditional 
feast day for Saint Thomas the Apostle, who experienced unbelief at the time of Jesus’ resurrection. For those who struggle 
with their faith, this service will provide an opportunity to reflect on their faith in view of the long nights just before Christmas, 
and the hope of brighter days to come. 

This service will be for those who feel the brokenness of the world at Christmas time.  

We all need to be reminded that Christ did not enter the world immune to its brokenness. Rather, He experienced it all and 
overcame death so that we too may join Him eternally in a world where there will be no more tears. We welcome God’s 
presence with us. We hope the candlelight, the music, the prayers, the Word of God, the silence, and the community gathered 
will comfort you. 

To honor those who have passed away this year, their names will be displayed during the service. The method for sharing your 
loved ones’ names will be published shortly. 

To reduce Covid contagion risk, the service will provide for social-distancing and registration will be limited.  

Please register, from 16 December, at acparis.org. 

Prayer Chain Team 
 

Do you have a prayer request for our Prayer Team?  

If so, please forward your prayer by email to prayerrequests@acparis.org.  

Your prayer request will remain strictly private and confidential.  

Prayer is powerful. We are here for you. 

https://acparis.org
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2020 Generosity Campaign 
by Christopher Kramme 

More than ever, we are counting on you to sustain and build the 

ministries and missions of our church. The ACP Generosity Campaign 

continues through this month, and you'll find full information at 

www.acparis.org/generosity .  

Throughout November, we heard stories of people whose lives have 

been touched this year. Despite Covid-19, ACP has continued to be a 

beacon of hope, a pillar of strength and a source of spiritual 

nourishment for its members and the community. 

As we reflect on this past year during this season of Thanksgiving and 

Advent, we look forward to a new year ahead. Our ACP theme verse 

reminds us: For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 

hope. ‒ Jeremiah 29:11  

In this spirit of hope, we have two simple goals in order for ACP to 

continue bearing witness to the love of God in the same dynamic way: 

 100 Pledges from ACP families and individual members 

 €150,000 in seasonal giving during the months of November 

and December 

Four reasons to pledge 

Through the pledging goal, we want to encourage regular giving, 

regardless of the amount. Here are a few reasons why we would like 

you to take that step and pledge: 

Regular giving is part of God's plan - Proverbs 3:9 exhorts us to 

"Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your 

produce." Setting up a direct debit or automatic payment each month 

is an easy way to live up to that call today. 

Joyful giving pleases God - The act of giving to the church is not 

so much a duty as a source of joy. It is a moment to reflect upon our 

own blessings, and to touch the lives of others through the work of 

ACP. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 9:8 that "God loves a 

cheerful giver." 

Regular giving brings joy to the giver - In Acts 20:35, Paul cites 

Jesus in a favorite Christmastime verse we share with our children: "It 

is more blessed to give than to receive." 

But did you know that modern research has proven how regular small 

giving can bring joy? Last year, published research from the University 

of Chicago and Northwestern showed that while happiness from 

receiving fades over time, "the happiness we get from giving appears 

to sustain itself." In the experiment, people who were able to give a 

very small amount to charity each day were happier over time than 

those who received ten times the amount each day. 

Pledging allows ACP to invest in the future -  For 2020, we 

only had 43 pledges at ACP. While many others gave, the act of 

pledging not only represents a personal commitment, but also helps 

the church plan and budget for the coming year. 

More than ever,  

your seasonal gift is vital 

Activities at ACP have continued and even 

expanded during COVID-19. But revenues, 

particularly from rental income and wedding 

blessings, have fallen sharply. Our church has 

reduced expenses, while working to preserve 

mission and ministry-critical spending. 

We need to sustain these vital ministries. We 

also must invest in digital outreach, address the 

needs of our community, and preserve our 

historic building - our visible Beacon on 

the Seine. 

This year has been difficult for many members 

of ACP. We recognize the financial challenges 

that may pose. But for those of you who are 

able, our message is simple: We're counting on 

your support. 

A collective call to action 

As 2020 draws to a close, and we prepare to 

celebrate Christ's birth, please take a moment to 

reflect on God's blessings even in the most 

difficult of times. That blessing may simply be 

hope - the hope of a brighter future, the 

reassurance of His love. This is already much 

for which to be grateful. 

Please go to www.acparis.org. Each pledge and/

or gift makes a difference. 

ACP is counting on you 

http://www.acparis.org/generosity
http://www.acparis.org
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Council message  
by Marleigh White, Council Moderator 

These goals are: 

1. Encourage and equip our congregation with hope in Jesus Christ for the plans God has for our future in 

the midst of a pandemic and social transformation. 

2. Reach out to care and minister to those in and beyond ACP who are hurting and vulnerable during this 

pandemic time, such as the youth, young adults, older adults, and those who live alone. 

3. Develop and strengthen multiple ways of connecting with each other, and of connecting with those 

outside of our ACP community in an effort to reach and incorporate new people.  

4. Put our organizational and missional house in order for a healthy transition to receive a new Senior 

Pastor. 

5. Move forward ‒ through Christ-centered, inclusive dialogue ‒ towards collective understanding and 

enhancing of welcome at the ACP.  

In this season of darkness and waiting, I wish you all the 

peace of our Lord, and the hope of Christ’s birth in our 

dark and waiting world. Since I last wrote to you in 

October, Council has been busy at work, continuing to 

keep the church healthy and operating as best we can 

during this pandemic year.  

The first thing I want to share with you is the list of 

Council goals for this year that we adopted in 

November after careful consideration of two main 

concerns:  

1) Our concern for the wellbeing of ACP and our 

congregation, given that the global pandemic will 

continue to affect us throughout this coming year; and  

2) Our desire to lead the congregation and lay leaders of 

ACP, with the guidance of Pastor Odette, in a process of 

review and preparation for the arrival of a permanent 

Senior Pastor in the coming year.  

We are asking each Council Committee to plan and 

organize their committee work in light of these five goals. 

I hope that you are already seeing the fruit of that in the 

various activities and efforts of our wonderful group of 

Lay Leaders and their Committees.  

Our Community Life and Christian Education 

Committees have been working hard to plan ways that all 

of us at ACP can learn, grow 

and enjoy fellowship together 

through virtual means in spite 

of the limitations on us 

gathering in person. We have 

enjoyed Sunday Coffees, Bible 

Studies, Children’s Activities, 

the Enneagram Study, 

Thurber Lectures and look 

forward to some interesting 

and fun Christmas events 

in December.  

Of course we all miss the in-person fellowship and 

wonderful food that we often enjoy with some of these 

activities, but I’m so proud of these committees for their 

creativity and their willingness to learn new skills 

(Zoom!) in order to do all they can for us during this 

time. 

Our Council committees are also working double time 

both to keep ACP running smoothly, and to manage the 

myriad of other challenges that we are facing due to the 

pandemic. For example, our Finance and Stewardship 

committee is working overtime 

to address ACP’s significant 

financial challenges due to the 

fall-off of income from our 

wedding ministry and rentals.  

Our HR Committee has taken 

on the additional work of 

managing our employee hours 

in light of the new government 

rules regarding chomage 

partiel, in order to balance our 

desire to care for and meet our 

obligations to our employees, and the need to be fiscally 

responsible at this difficult time. Our Communications 

Committee is working on training church staff and lay 

Advent and Christmas Greetings to the members and friends of ACP! 

…/… continued, next page 
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Virtual culture vulture 
Online offerings 

by Karen Marin 

I never cease to learn something new when I visit the website for the Chateau de Versailles. My favorite section, 

called “Great Characters,” offers a roster of the Who’s Who of Versailles each with their personal story. From 

crowned heads and royal mistresses to artisans and politicians, there is a wealth of information to be discovered 

and savored. Take the virtual tour from the palace to the fountains to the Grand Trianon, in a few effortless clicks.  

http://en.chateauversailles.fr/ 

The Palais Garnier is always a treat, and the virtual tour on its 

website allows the viewer to visit every level of the building, 

including the opulent reception hall on the first floor. The Garnier’s 

online magazine, Octave, features interviews with performers, plus 

short films and essays on composers and their works. Why not cue 

up some background music, like Bizet’s Carmen, while scrolling 

through to your heart’s content?  

www.operadeparis.fr/en/visits/palais-garnier 

Former lawyer turned author, tour guide and speaker, Edith de Belleville hosts 
virtual tours in English and French often focused on women who led legendary 
lives in France, such as Sarah Bernhardt, Marie Antoinette and Coco Chanel. Edith 
is a great storyteller who enjoys sharing trivia and little-known facts about royals 
and glitterati from French history.  

www.edithdebelleville.com/?fbclid=IwAR3S4PCCGr7uq4lifaVHoU8J9ditn983FrM0ugZnyr-EMQOV-H882nTZsng 

I also enjoy the brief YouTube talks from the National Gallery in London. In A Curated Look, 

experts take a selection of works according to specific themes such as angels or beach scenes, and 

comment on details in the works as well as techniques common to the featured artist. And don’t miss 

the 10-Minute Art History videos as well as the 5-Minute Meditation series.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/nationalgalleryuk 

Or, why not get out of town? How about an up-close look at the 

Sistine Chapel in Rome? You can’t possibly see – or appreciate – 

this masterpiece in the same way you can with the zoom function on 

your computer.  

http://www.vatican.va/various/cappelle/sistina_vr/index.html?

fbclid=IwAR2xK3ZKlov2YYmUcPAmvuytKKyTMBSe7ms3KF8X89SN3

XjAxXD9mVCmqck 

There are two fantastic exhibits at the Musée du Louvre. Body and Soul, Italian Renaissance Sculptures, 

features sculptures of such greats as Andrea del Verrocchio, Donatello and Michelangelo, with a short video tour.  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWmJ5DgyWPI&feature=youtu.be 

Then discover the exquisite selection of crowns, jewelry, and precious objects in the Crown Jewels expo listed only 

in the French language section of the website.  (Tip: When the museum reopens, see it live in the Apollo Gallery, 

directly behind the Winged Victory).  www.louvre.fr/routes/les-tresors-de-la-galerie-d-apollon 

In France, the pandemic has shuttered museums and crippled 

the performing arts scene. Although there is light at the end of 

the tunnel, and we look with hope towards a reopening mid-

December, these are some of my favorite online offerings that 

have helped me sustain my cultural appetite. For more ideas, 

see Sortiraparis: https://www.sortiraparis.com/arts-culture/

exposure/articles/211750-lockdown-museums-digital-

collections-to-enjoy/lang/en  

http://en.chateauversailles.fr/
https://www.operadeparis.fr/en/visits/palais-garnier
https://www.youtube.com/user/nationalgalleryuk
http://www.vatican.va/various/cappelle/sistina_vr/index.html?fbclid=IwAR2xK3ZKlov2YYmUcPAmvuytKKyTMBSe7ms3KF8X89SN3XjAxXD9mVCmqck
http://www.vatican.va/various/cappelle/sistina_vr/index.html?fbclid=IwAR2xK3ZKlov2YYmUcPAmvuytKKyTMBSe7ms3KF8X89SN3XjAxXD9mVCmqck
http://www.vatican.va/various/cappelle/sistina_vr/index.html?fbclid=IwAR2xK3ZKlov2YYmUcPAmvuytKKyTMBSe7ms3KF8X89SN3XjAxXD9mVCmqck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWmJ5DgyWPI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.louvre.fr/routes/les-tresors-de-la-galerie-d-apollon
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by Karen Albrecht 

What’s up in Paris 
December 2020 

The magnificent Olmecs 

The Olmec civilization that flourished along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico 
from 1600 to 400 BC built the continent’s first pyramids, first complex 
cities and invented elaborate calendars and writing systems. 300 artifacts 
on loan from Mexico’s top museums include exquisite jade carvings and 
angular, highly engaging stone statues, including a buff wrestler gamely 
flexing his pecs, a fierce, fabulously adorned female sitting back on her 
heels and a smiling priest cradling a mystical jaguar-baby in his lap.  
Reopens 15 December, ends 25 July, www.quaibranly.fr 

Me, myself and eye 

This major retrospective explores 
four decades of slyly subversive, self-
referential photographs by American 
original Cindy Sherman. Her elaborate 
send-ups, some haunting, some 
hilarious, teasingly lift the veil on 
cultural icons, social norms and gender 
stereotypes. “Crossing views” is 
Sherman’s own pick from the Fondation 
Louis Vuitton's impressive contemporary 
art collections. The reopening date is 
unclear, but guided visits are available 
on FLV's free mobile app. You can also 

buy tickets for live online "micro-visites."  
Until 3 January, www.fondationlouisvuitton.fr  

The angel Gabrielle 

Palais Galliera, the temple of 
French fashion, had only just 
reopened after extensive 
renovations, when the second 
lockdown came. Its inaugural 
tribute to Gabrielle “Coco” Chanel 
(1883-1971) is billed as a 
“Fashion manifesto,” underscoring 
her revolutionary approach. 
Dramatic displays highlight 
Chanel’s unfailing flair and 
emphatic modernity, with cleverly 
cut dresses, eternally chic 

signature suits, and chunky, in-your-face accessories 
that still look fresh and relevant nearly a century later. 
Until this stunning show reopens to the public, check 
out the 37-minute video with commentary (in French) 
by the show's curators: https://youtu.be/zPp6TD4vJZQ  
Until 14 March, www.palaisgalliera.paris.fr 

© William Klein  

© D.R. Secretaría de  
Cultura-INAH  

© 2020 Cindy Sherman  

Crisis management 

The French government has announced that museums will be allowed to reopen from 15 December (if Covid infection 

rates permit), with strict health procedures. Some museums are already taking reservations for 15 December and 

beyond; plans for other venues remain unclear. And it's anybody's guess whether fresh closures be ordered. For virtual 

visits or other online resources, see the feature opposite or the "Expos" section of quefaire.paris.fr 

Renaissance men 

The Italian Renaissance 
infused rich classical roots 
with an explosion of fresh 
knowledge and energy. The 
Louvre's "Body and Soul" 
looks at the interplay of 
classical themes, traditional 
religious subjects and new 
artistic visions in the sculpture 
of that seminal period, with a 

fresh focus on Michelangelo's langorous "Dying 
Slave" and muscular "Rebellious Slave.”  
22-minute video tour (in French) available at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=49qcgQ-jBzU  
Reopens 15 December, ends 18 January, 
louvre.fr 

© Musée du Louvre 

Kissing Kin 

"Kinshasa 
Chroniques" offers 
nine themes as 
criss-crossing 
pathways into the 
fast-beating heart 
of the colorful and 
endlessly creative 
Congolese 

metropolis. They evoke the city's innumerable 
contrasts: sport and spirit, capitalism and 
"débrouille," memory and future. And, of course, 
the elaborate sartorial elegance which has been 
elevated to an art form by Kinshasa's legendary 
“sapeurs." Live online visit: 30 Dec, 15h.  
Reopens 15 December, extended until 5 July, 
www.citedelarchitecture.fr 

© Dareck Tubazaya  
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were almost exclusively from 

Afghanistan, with a few scattered 

Pakistanis and North Africans. They spoke dialects of Persian and Arabic, a 

mishmash of languages picked up along the long road of refugee flight. I got 

one or two men to teach me some words of greeting. “Salaam,” I repeated, 

again and again.  

And slowly I saw them relax. Men lounged on the grass in the sun; they bent 

quietly over bowls and sandwiches. They sat in groups, a few strolling from 

circle to circle, lightly bumping fists to greet acquaintances. Maybe it was the 

sunshine, maybe it was the soup, maybe it was the rare opportunity to come 

out from beneath the shadows of the bridge and be fed.  

But something in their faces changed. As we left, we saw guys batting up for a 

game of cricket. “He’s got a mean arm,” someone behind me commented as 

the pitcher wound up for another throw. There were shouts of excitement at a 

connecting swing and general consternation at a ball lost over the fence. There 

was a different feeling in the atmosphere, a détente.  

The Paris city government only recently installed a total of 10 outdoor toilets, 

a delayed and absolutely inadequate gesture for the thousands who shelter 

there. There is Covid-19 present in the camp, confirmed by Cati’s medical 

teammates. The hygiene situation is desperate. Peter told us that associations 

come to offer food in the evenings, not during the day, and many refugees feel 

they cannot leave the camp to search for sustenance or work, without their 

tents and belongings being stolen. The daily hunger and abject conditions 

exacerbate the violence and tensions among the packed tents. One man died 

there, mere days before our arrival, in a heart attack fueled by a cocktail of 

drugs, alcohol, and despair.  

I surveyed the makeshift grill, the tents hung with blankets against the wind, 

the people moving amidst the labyrinthine polyester. We had done so little, in 

the face of so much need. Rumors swirled of a planned police operation to 

clear out all the tents; no one knew exactly when. There were thousands there 

who needed help: legal, language, and practical assistance. They needed 

papers, jobs, translation. What had we given? Sandwiches.  

As I walked away that afternoon, I turned my head for a last glimpse of the 

camp, the rows and rows of tents obscured in shadows and the mounds of 

trash littered down the pitch of the hill. Sometimes this is all we can do: to 

help a little. I am buoyed by this hope. I am burdened by this reality. 

An STCP special initiative 
by Mary McColley 

The double-branched map of métro line 13 

flashed above my head, each stop illuminated in 

yellow. “Mairie de St-Ouen,” an automated voice 

announced. Beside me stood Peter DeWit, a 

director at Serve the City Paris (STCP), a 

volunteer food distribution program. But this 

Saturday morning, it would be no typical walk 

along the Seine.  

At Porte de Paris, north of the city, out of sight 

and out of mind, are gathered the people it is 

convenient to ignore. Some 2,500 refugees are 

crowded into an ever-growing camp of a 

thousand tents. The huddled shelters spill out 

from beneath the high span of a bridge, a maze 

of dull polyester shapes.  

Waiting for us outside the metro station was a 

group of more than a dozen volunteers, most 

veteran STCP members. Cati, a German-Chinese 

woman working with a medical organization, 

would serve as our guide that day. It was an 

uncertain dynamic within the camp, tensions 

and provocations magnified by the close 

compression of people.  

From a volunteer’s car, 

we unloaded all that we 

had to distribute: 

sandwiches, baguettes, 

fruit, hard-boiled eggs, 

and tins of sardines, plus 

vast quantities of tea and coffee. There were 

extra masks and a few winter coats, and two 

hefty crockpots of a creamy chicken soup, made 

early that morning by Patricia DeWit.  

We set up the supplies in stations and 

distributed tasks. Cati left to go in among the 

tents, to bring out one group of refugees at a 

time. We had no idea how the afternoon would 

unfold. In the shadows of the bridge, I pulled my 

coat tighter around my shoulders, almost 

shivering, feeling a nervous suspense. Soon a 

group of dark-haired men appeared. C’est parti.  

Men filed through the line with their faces 

obscured by masks; they held bowls in grime-

stained fingers. Some kept their heads decked 

down, avoiding eye contact. A few had their 

whole bodies eclipsed in a precious winter coat; 

others wore ragged sandals with open toes. 

Voices began to fill the air as I held out bread 

and smiled.  

“Bonjour,” I said out of habit, but soon realized 

that French was not a viable language of 

communication. Men stared at me with blank 

eyes at the simplest of French questions. They 
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100 Nights of Welcome 
Provide winter shelter for those without 

On Tuesday 21 November, the French authorities closed 

down the refugee camp in Saint Denis (Porte de Paris), with 

2-3,000 refugees living in 900 tents underneath the 

overpass of a freeway. With no shower facilities to speak of, 

and winter coming, sleeping inside would be a 

welcome respite. 

The police arrived at 4am, made everyone leave behind their 

tents and wait for the buses to arrive. Densely packed in by 

police officers with shields, they waited 10 hours to board. 

Multiple sources reported that over a megaphone, the police 

shouted that the refugees were ruining 

Europe by having come here.  

Between 9h00 and 14h00, everything 

that remained behind in the camp was 

bulldozed. Shortly before the police 

arrived, volunteer organizations made 

a pile of items they were planning to 

keep. At 14h, police set fire to the pile.  

At 14h30, with 500 refugees / asylum-

seekers remaining to board, the last 

buses departed. The police then threw 

canisters of tear gas into the crowd of 

refugees, to disperse them. “I was tear-

gassed,” one volunteer, Nicolas 

Delhopital, told me, “and the refugees 

asked me why the police did that. ‘In Afghanistan, the police 

attack you if you’ve done something wrong, but we hadn’t 

done anything.’ C’est incompréhensible!,” Nicolas said, 

“Absolument scandaleux.” Cati, another volunteer, told me, 

“the police were chasing the refugees, to split them up. We 

the volunteers were baffled, and we had trouble breathing 

due to the tear gas. None of the refugees were showing any 

aggression.” 

Tuesday night the police patrolled the usual areas (Porte de 

la Chapelle, Porte d’Aubervillers, and Pantin) to make sure 

the refugees weren’t setting 

up camp again anywhere. 

When found, they’d wake 

them up and make them 

move again ‒ and these were 

people who hadn’t slept in 48 

hours, who hadn’t eaten since 

Monday night. It reminded 

many of the wartime trauma 

that they left behind. There 

are some 500 men wandering 

the streets of Paris after their 

camp was closed and tents 

confiscated, looking for a 

place to sleep.  

1. Hosting gentlemen in people’s houses 

Working in close collaboration with Serve the City Paris, we’re 

inviting those who are willing to take in gentlemen in need of 

housing this winter. With funding from ACP’s Mission Outreach, 

and from Serve the City Paris, 100NOW is offering a monthly food 

stipend of 250€ for anyone willing to take in a refugee this winter. In 

addition, mattresses and bedding are provided.  

All the refugees who need shelter will be required to participate in 

an orientation screening where do’s and don’ts (no smoking, no 

alcohol allowed, etc. will be discussed), and will first have to take a 

Covid-19 test (paid for by STCP and ACP) within 24 hours and 

passing negative before the shelter begins. The period of welcome 

can be a minimum of 1 month to a maximum of 3 months.  

If you are interested in helping out with this 

program, or if you have more 

questions, please send a note to 

findshelter@serverhecity.paris. 

What we’re doing, and how you can help  

As you can imagine, we can’t run the 100 Nights of Welcome program out of the gym of the American Church as in winters 

past; the church is effectively closed during confinement. We’re still moving forward with housing these gentlemen, however, 

in two ways: in people’s houses, and by renting rooms for them.  

Regardless of the circumstance of lack of shelter, we must continue to be a source of joy 

and stability in these young men’s lives. It’s only by showing them our support, generosity 

and welcome that we can make an impact in our imperfect world.  

Blessings, 

Daniel and Lisa Tostado, and Tom Wilscam 

2. Renting rooms for gentlemen 

Our second program involves providing shelter 

for these refugees by providing apartments 

from AirBnB and hotel rooms for the young 

men. Most hotels (and all hostels) are closed, 

and among those open, the best negotiated 

rates are around 15€-20€ a night per person. 

Any financial donations will go 100% towards 

paying for shelter.  

If you wish to donate to this specific 

program, please kindly donate here: 

www.servethecity.paris/donate/ 

For those who want to give material items, our 

partner association Chaubertin, is also 

taking donations for goods, here:  

https://chaubertin.org/itemDonation/ 

www.servethecity.paris/callingforshelters 

https://www.servethecity.paris/callingforshelters
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Youth and Young Adults program  
Winter 2020-2021 

Out There: Together in One Place 

For more information, contact Pastor Victor Greene, youthpastor@acparis.org 

leaders in efficient ways of communicating with each 

other and the congregation and on bringing us in 

compliance with the EU General Data Protection 

Regulations.  

As I write this our Missions and Outreach Committee 

(MOC) is setting up the third season of 100 Nights of 

Welcome, funded by ACP, Serve the City and some 

private donations. Due to Covid-19 constraints we cannot 

host the refugees in our church this year, but the MOC is 

working with a local hostel so we can provide shelter 

there for the 14 to 15 gentlemen during the 

winter months.  

As part of our preparation for transition, Council is 

currently reviewing our Constitution and Bylaws to bring 

them up to date with our current practices. We are also 

reviewing our leadership practices and organization so 

that they  reflect best practices and runs effectively. This 

is one of Pastor Odette’s objectives during her interim 

year and we have been working closely with her to 

achieve this.  

Our Council Welcome and Inclusion 

Task Force continues to examine and 

consider issues of inclusivity at ACP; 

and early next year our Council and 

Lay Leadership will be engaging in 

diversity training. 

We are especially aware that in this 

pandemic year many of you may be 

anxious, grieving or struggling. And 

we want to remind you of the helpful 

resources available in our own ACP community. Of 

course our pastors are always there for us. But many of 

our lay volunteers are as well. Our Community Life 

Committee runs several programs at ACP that you might 

find helpful. Our lay care team is available should you 

need emotional support or a kind person to talk with; our 

prayer chain will pray for your concerns or needs; our 

Rainbow Connections program runs grief support 

groups for anyone experiencing grief after a loss; and 

SOS Help provides confidential emotional support in 

English over the phone (see page 19).  

Please reach out to those programs, and you can do so 

through the ACP website at acparis.org. Under the 

“Welcome to ACP” banner you’ll find the heading 

“request a prayer or other help.” Click on that, and 

you can leave a message for our pastors, lay care ministry 

team, prayer chain and Rainbow Connections 

Grief Support.  

Finally, everyone on Council joins me in wishing you all a 

meaningful season of Advent. And 

together we hope that, in spite of the 

additional difficulties many of you 

may be facing during this time, you 

all can experience the joy of the 

miracle of Christ’s birth into our dark 

and weary world, even as the poor 

shepherd’s did more than two 

thousand years ago.  

May God be with you all this 

Christmastime. 

…/…Council message, continued  
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God has answered our prayers! Thanks be to God, who has answered our 

prayers during this time of Covid, to assist our two poverty-stricken friends 

in India.  

Ebenezer has found a super-safe living space for him and his friend. Plus, 

he has found a calling center job this week! It will help him to pay his rent 

and we hope and pray for more in the future (the salary is very small). The 

third collection dedicated to help Maggie, Ebenezer’s friend who has 

cancer, has been amazingly fruitful in only a few days. Thanks to these 

donations, Maggie is under treatment to help her gain weight and strength 

before surgery. A huge thanks to the five donors and to my French friend 

who transferred the money, again adding some rupees to the pot. 

Could you please pray for Maggie to fully recover?  

Please continue to pray for Ebenezer. He has lost 30kg these past two 

years. He regained 12 kg because of your generosity! Meanwhile, my India 

friend found a Christian night school, where Ebenezer may be admitted in 

January, to get back to his studies. Please pray for his current 

administrative challenges, for the school to be opened post-Covid, and to 

the providence of God for his school fees. He really needs to get an 

education in order to find a decent-paying job so that he can become self-

sustainable.  

Thank you for your prayers! Prayers are powerful. See how much has 

already been accomplished. 

With the two fundraising efforts, Ebenezer has been able:  

 To eat during the 7 months of lockdown and provide food for Maggie 

and her son; 

 To pay debts incurred from losing his job; 

 To open a bank account to deposit our donations; 

 To escape the slum and rent a salubrious and safe place to live. This 

means he could pay for the deposit, for three months’ rent and 

electricity bills; 

 To pay medical expenses for himself and Maggie; 

 And, miraculously, to have one day of fun hiking with his friends. 

Good news from India 
by Pascale Deforge 

Would you like to help Ebenezer during 

this Advent season? His immediate needs 

are to pay for prescribed medical tests to 

understand why he has lost so much 

weight, and for his daily expenses and 

upcoming school fees.  

Here is the link to the crowdfunding: 

www.leetchi.com/c/aider-un-indien-

pendant- la-covid-19  

If you wish to donate by a bank transfer or 

a check, please contact me at: 

dgsmission@acparis.org  

May 2021 be the year of all possible 

blessings for Ebenezer, Maggie, and for 

you all!  

Mission Outreach: India 

Looking for a great gift idea? Send 

Through Walls, the ACP anthology of  

stories and poetry, composed and 

produced by the ACP Writers’ Group.  

It embraces our growing refugee ministry 

and ACP’s theme last year of Welcoming 

the Stranger.  

You can purchase the ebook Kindle 

version on Amazon for 3.99 euros or a 

paper version at the church reception 

desk for 10 euros ‒ both at cost. For bulk 

copies, contact writers@acparis.org. 
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Ongoing: the second set of small groups 
exploring the book Making Sense of the 
Bible. We encourage you to order the book 
online or download an audio version, Making 
Sense of the Bible, by Adam Hamilton, or 
email info@acparis.org to reserve a 
paperback version. The cost of the book is 

16€. Groups are still being formed in evenings to discuss the book in 
small groups over Zoom.  

Over 100 people have already participated and it is a great way to learn 
more about what the Bible is and what it is not, how was it written and 

in what context it speaks to and through us today. The 
ACP council, with help of the Task Force on Inclusion, 
hopes that you will participate. You can register online at 
acparis.org or speak with John Price at church on Sunday.  

When I think of how many people have been turned off to 
the Christian faith because of how they misread and 
misunderstood the Bible, I can only say “Thank you Jesus 
for this book.” Tony Campolo, founder and President of 
the Evangelical Association for the Promotion 
of Education.  

Making Sense of the Bible 
Small group study  

Provide a Christmas Poinsettia for the ACP sanctuary  

and make a special dedication in honor or memory of a loved 

one in our service bulletins. The suggested donation for the 

poinsettia dedication is 25€ per plant. However, we invite you 

to prayerfully consider making a special donation for your 

poinsettia to help our beloved ACP thrive through the end of 

this trying year. 

Please be sure to fill in the Service Bulletin Dedication 

field.  Examples: In honor of "honored person," by "honoring 

person/family." In memory of "remembered person," by 

"remembering person/family." 

Order online at acparis.org. Last day to order: 15 December 

ACP Music Director Fred Gramann 
shares the behind-the-scenes stories 
about music and musicians associated 
with the American Church in Paris over 
its long history. Whether you're up for 
cogitating, ruminating, or just pondering 
with Fred, you're welcome to tune in 
and perhaps be, well, a-mused. 

Don’t miss Musings number 5, in which 
Fred answers the burning question, 
“How many bells and chimes does the 
American Church own?”. And yes, he 
also explains the why and wherefore.  

Muse with the Maestro every Monday: 
https://acparis.org/monday-musings. 

Musings with the Maestro  
with Fred Gramann and ACP musicians 

mailto:info@acparis.org
https://acparis.org
https://acparis.org
https://acparis.org/monday-musings
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by Christine Payne 

SOS Help – Emotional support in English from 1974: We 

hope you know we are here, because the American Church 

and SOS Help are old friends. In 1974, when Reverend Ed 

Tuller was Senior Pastor of ACP, he co-founded SOS Help. 

Anther co-founder was Chad Varah, founder of the 

Samaritans, the first emergency line for those 

contemplating suicide. 

For expatriates in 1974, life was so different from today. 

Travel and communication were expensive, and it was 

difficult to maintain a network of friends from the past 

and to keep in touch with family, as home visits were few 

and far between. 

Today the world has become a much smaller place, and 

while communication is easy, the pandemic has created 

different pressures. We are all affected by the virus even if 

not a direct victim. With restrictions on travel and 

gatherings, families are again split. Anxiety levels are 

higher, and we note more mentions of suicidal thoughts.  

“A Godsend. I don’t think I’d be here without 

SOS Help.” “No one understands what I am feeling, I 

can’t tell anyone. I feel guilty that I feel like this.” 

SOS Help has continued to listen to the Anglophone 

community in France and answers around 5,000 calls per 

year. The call is confidential, non-directive and 

anonymous. We listen to those who have no one to talk to, 

no one to share their fears, thoughts and difficulties with, 

no one with whom to vent their frustration. 

Grief is the normal and multifaceted process of reacting 

to a loss. The process is challenging, and can become 

even more complex when living abroad without the 

support of close friends and family. This is one of the 

reasons why Brook Fischer, Brent Brookfield, and Allison 

Wheeler decided to create an English-speaking grief 

support group in Paris.  

Rainbow Connection Grief Support group is for anyone 

grieving the loss of a loved one or other types of loss. All 

meetings are free and facilitated by Pastor Allison 

Wheeler, Brent Brookfield, a therapist specializing in grief 

therapy, and Marleigh White, a clinical social worker with 

experience in grief counseling and hospice. Contact 

RainbowConnectionGS@gmail.com for information.  

Brook Fischer and Marleigh White spoke about the 

Rainbow Connection on ACP Today, on 30 November. 

Listen in: https://acparis.org/acp-today-53329/366-acp-

today-faith-talk-from-paris-  

“Thank you for having the time to listen to me 

this evening.” 

We are particularly proud to have maintained our service 

this year despite our own challenges. We have been able 

to re-start our training group – twice! We are hoping to 

hold another recruitment drive next year. 

The flipside of the year is that we have been unable to 

hold our fundraising sales which provided 60% of our 

income. We normally hold four book sales per year, 

culminating at the Marché de Noel, just after “Bloom.” So 

we are even more grateful to be a Mission of the ACP, 

which brings us some financial stability, and which is now 

our only constant income resource. Otherwise, we rely on 

donations. If you feel you could help, we are able to 

provide tax receipts for French taxpayers to offset at 66%.  

We are all set to keep our line open in 2021, whatever that 

might bring!  

C o n s u l t  a l s o  w w w . s o s h e l p l i n e . o r g  a n d 

www.facebook.com/soshelpfrance   CALL:  01 46 21 46 46, daily 15h-23h 

Rainbow Connection Grief Support 
Weathering the storms of grief together 

https://acparis.org/acp-today-53329/366-acp-today-faith-talk-from-paris-
https://acparis.org/acp-today-53329/366-acp-today-faith-talk-from-paris-
http://www.soshelpline.org
https://www.facebook.com/soshelpfrance
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The American and Foreign Christian 
Union (AFCU), our US partner in 
ministry, has established 
endowment funds to help sustain 
our long-term ministry. Gifts from 
estates are a fundamental way these 
endowments are funded. If you 
would like to participate in growing 
these endowment funds, please 
contact the AFCU at 
AFCUHeritage@AFCUBridge.org 

The  

Heritage  

Society 

Job, an Unlikely Story of Joy 
Women's Weekly 
Bible Study Tuesdays, 
10h-12h via Zoom. 
Join us for our virtual 
study of “Job, an 
Unlikely Story of Joy.”  
 

Contact Katherine for more information at 
womensbiblestudy@acparis.org. 

Children’s Bible Study: We offer a virtual monthly Bible study for 

all children seven and older, meeting concurrently with our monthly 

women's Bible study. This year we will spend the year walking together 

through the Lord's Prayer.  

You can register your child online at https://

acparis.churchcenter.com/people/forms/165034  

Children’s Bible Study 
Biblical literacy for a lifetime of growth in faith through scripture 

Credit: UMC Discipleship Ministries 

Sunday Adult 
Bible Study 
Each Sunday from 
16h-17h30 via Zoom. 

All adults are welcome to join this study as hosts 
Nathanial Akujobi and Patti Lafage lead us 
through an in-depth study of the book 
of Philippians. 
To register and receive the Zoom link please see 
acparis.org.  

mailto:womensbiblestudy@acparis.org.
https://acparis.churchcenter.com/people/forms/165034
https://acparis.churchcenter.com/people/forms/165034
https://acparis.org/prayer-learning-54533/study-groups-22840
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Movies to watch on Netflix ahead of time:  
Mank 

Annihilation 
The Life Ahead (La Vie devant soi) 

My Octopus Teacher (La Sagesse de la pieuvre) 

For more info, or to receive the Zoom invitation,  
contact movies@acparis.org or elainasaunt@gmail.com. 

The Movie Discussion Group  

19h30 CET, Thursday 17 December 

The movie discussion group is still meeting via Zoom.  

For unto us a child 
by Alison Benney 

The Christmas story told in stained glass: on the east wall of the ACP Sanctuary, it 

contains standing figures of the angel of the Annunciation, Mary and the Child, 

the shepherds and the Magi. In the medallions below are depicted respectively the 

Annunciation, the Holy Family, the adoring shepherds, and the gift-bearing Magi. 

This window was created at the Lorin workshops of Chartres.  

The shepherds 

Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will 

cause great joy for all the 

people. Today in the town 

of David a Savior has 

been born to you; he is 

the Messiah, the Lord. 

This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and 

lying in a manger.  

Luke 2: 10-12 

The magi 

When they saw the star, 

they were overjoyed. On 

coming to the house, they 

saw the child with his 

mother Mary, and they 

b o w e d  d o w n  a n d 

worshipped him. Then 

they opened their 

treasures and presented 

him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. 

Matthew 2: 10-11 

Mary’s song (extract) 

My soul magnifies the 

Lord, and my spirit 

rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with 

favor on the lowliness of 

his servant. Surely, from 

now on all generations will 

call me blessed; for the 

Mighty One has done 

great things for me, and 

holy is his name.  

 Luke 1:46-49 

Gabriel 

Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with 

God. And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and 

bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus. He will be 

great, and will be called the 

Son of the Most High, and 

the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his 

ancestor David. 

Luke 1: 30-32 
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Men's Ministry at ACP 
Thursday mornings from 7h30-8h30  

Each Thursday a great group of guys who range in age from 25-75 gather 

together at 7h30 in the morning to study the Bible, to invest in our 

relationships to one another, and to pray for each other and the concerns that 

are on our hearts.  

In addition, at various times throughout the year we gather simply because we 

like being together. It could be to hike, to play pétanque, to grill sausage, work 

on a service project, or go on retreat. We simply want to get together because 

we care about each other and long to support each other in our walk with God.  

We'd love for new friends to join us on the journey. Click here to join us: 

http://acparis.org/men-thursday. 

Faith Talk from Paris  
Tune in to ACP Today radio/podcast  

Join us on Mondays for ACP Today, at 20h45 – this month on 7 and 21 December. The 

45-minute program is an exciting and inspiring mix of music, interviews, sermon 

highlights, and discussion on hot topics. Tune into 100.7 FM, Radio Fréquence 

Protestante.  

We broadcast especially for friends who may be outside of the city, house-bound or who would simply like more 

devotional time on a Monday evening. Don’t like the radio? Listen online at http://frequenceprotestante.com or 

tune in at your leisure via the ACP website, at www.acparis.org/ACPtoday, or on the ACP mobile app. 

On Monday 7 December, Alison Benney and Pastor Victor Greene co-host to discuss the rich programming for 

youth and young adults. Carolyn Bouazouni talks about her work as a Paris prison chaplain, and the challenges 

during the pandemic. Plus, we play the intro from Advent Adventures, by Music Director Fred Gramann. 

On Monday 21 December, Pastors Odette and Jim Lockwood-Stewart co-host a special Christmas edition, 

talking about the Christmas Eve plans, and taking a look at the music and messages to anticipate in the next week. 

Have you got any questions, comments, ideas you would like to contribute to the show? Interested in being a host on 

ACP Faith Talk from Paris ? Contact Alison Benney at acptoday@acparis.org. 

Lectio Divina at ACP 

An Advent journey 
Friday evenings and Saturday mornings  

The practice of Lectio Divina stems from an ancient monastic prayer tradition which emphasizes 

scripture as the “Living Word of God.” It is a contemplative way to read short passages of sacred 

text and discover meaning deeper than the literal layer. It aims at facilitating a direct encounter 

with Christ through His word and can lead to a deep resting in God. 

Join us for a contemplative reading of selected passages of the advent liturgy every Friday 

evening from 19h to 20h and Saturdays 8h30-9h30 via Zoom, until 19 December. Prayer meetings will last for 

about an hour and after instructions and briefly settling into presence and stillness, we will read the passages four times 

according to the method of Lectio Divina. Afterwards there will be time for questions and sharing. 

The prayer is led by our staff member Jörg Kaldewey. Register at ACParis.org. Upon registration you will receive the Zoom 

log-in credentials that will enable you to join in.  

http://acparis.org/men-thursday
https://acparis.org
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Don’t just survive, thrive in Paris! 

Bloom Where You’re Planted: This well-known resource handbook is chock-full of 
information on how to make the most out of living in Paris, and is available in either 
paperback or as an e-book. Order a paperback copy of Bloom Where You’re 
Planted online, for shipment anywhere in the world, via the ACP website (see 
acparis.org/handbook). The price is €25 if purchased in person at the ACP. If ordered 
online via acparis.org, the price including postage and handling is €30 (for France) or 
$35 (for the US). The e-book, available on Amazon.com or Amazon.fr in Kindle 
format, costs €9.99 / $11.42 (at time of printing).  

Bloom Where You’re Planted 
It was a day of inspiration and community 

by Lisa Anselmo 

On Saturday, 14 November, The American 

Church in Paris hosted the 55th Annual 

Bloom Where You’re Planted. For the first 

time, the event was held virtually, allowing 

people to attend from their own homes. 

And they did! Over 115 attendees logged 

on from all over the world ‒ from the US 

to Finland to the Middle East, and yes, 

France. With over four hours of 

informative lectures and workshops, as 

well as discussion rooms and virtual 

exhibitor spaces featuring local businesses 

and organizations, attendees found the 

information and resources to help them thrive in their new lives in France ‒ and the community support they needed. 

Presenters included real estate expert Adrian Leeds of House Hunters International fame, who spoke about finding your 

perfect home in France;  

Allison Grant Lounes, immigration specialist showed us how to choose the right visa;  

Digital expert Elizabeth Milovidov spoke on creating a safe digital life;  

Craig Carlson, restaurateur and bestselling author gave tips on opening a business in France;  

Lisa Anselmo, motivational speaker and author: I showed how to make the most of the challenges of expat life;  

Mundey Young, international life and business coach, gave a roadmap for 

creating a dream life; 

 Tom Wilscam, Executive Director of Serve the City, showed how to create 

community through volunteering for a worthy cause.  

The day was capped off with a virtual apero, and an author talk moderated by 

journalist Carita Rizzo (Vogue, Vanity Fair) interviewing three Paris-based 

authors Lindsey Tramuta (The New Paris, The New Parisienne), Craig 

Carlson (Pancakes in Paris, Let Them Eat Pancakes), and Lisa Anselmo (My 

(Part-Time) Paris Life). 

It was a rewarding and fulfilling day for attendees, speakers, and hosts, alike — a 

truly energizing moment of inspiration and community. 

Missed the event? You can still watch the seminar. 

Contact bloomadverts1@gmail.com to purchase a ticket (27€) for access to the 

video of the entire event! 

https://www.amazon.com/Bloom-Where-Youre-Planted-Thriving-ebook/dp/B07JHHXTN2
https://www.amazon.fr/Bloom-Where-Youre-Planted-Thriving-ebook/dp/B07JHHXTN2/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?__mk_fr_FR=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&dchild=1&keywords=bloom+where+you%27re+planted+american+church&qid=1594805726&sr=8-1-fkmr0
mailto:bloomadverts1@gmail.com



